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Newsletter May 2022 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Following on from the good news I gave you in March’s newsletter, I have more to report.  
 
We were fortunate to be nominated as Branch of The Month in the Associations April issue of the 
Branch and Club bulletin. This is a publication circulated to all branch committees each month 
bringing relevant matters to their attention. I was invited to submit an article highlighting our branch 
achievements over the past number of years, which was duly published via an enclosed link. We 
should all be proud of this accolade and as the charman I thank everyone for their contribution to the 
branch’s success.  
 
Other good news is that since the New Year, our meeting attendances have increased and are now 
averaging forty-four members and guests. This is against around the mid-thirties two years ago.  Not 
only that we regularly receive around seven or eight apologies indicating that over fifty members 
have an active interest in the branch. I see this as a healthy sign, especially as several our guests 
do end up becoming members. 
 
We have a splendid interest in our outings, with the first two now having reserve lists. We do need 
you though to put you name down for our summer social, the details of which are published below.  
 
Our Wings Appeal team are now established and will soon be publishing a list of collections and 
events for this year, so keep your eyes peeled for that.  
 
Our One hundred club is taking shape, the details of which are below. Please endeavour to sign up 
for this as soon as you can so that we can achieve our target of starting on July 1st - Our treasurer 
is anxious to hear from you! 
 I’ll leave you in peace now to read on but look forward to seeing you at one of our meetings soon. 
 
Kind Regards  

 
Bernard Lines  
Branch Chairman 
 

Matters arising from the Committee Meetings held on 4th March and 8th 
April 2022. 
 
The recording of Committee Meetings is still a ‘Work in Progress’.  Our Vice President, Jim Doran, 
is investigating the possibility of recording Branch Meetings for broadcast to Members unable to 
attend. 
Our Treasurer, Carol Easton, has confirmed that all the admin required for the handover of the 
Treasurer duties, has been completed.  She has also set up a separate bank account for the 100 
Club. 
The Branch Zoom licence is due for renewal in June.  It was felt by the Committee, that Branch 
Members should be asked for their preferences in receiving the Newsletter in print or by email.  It is 
hoped that this will give the Committee an idea as to the feasibility of a Zoom broadcast. 
 



Following the AGM, the Secretary, John Gouldie, received very positive feedback from Nick 
Bunting (RAFA Secretary General and Group CEO).  In a letter, Nick Bunting thanked the Branch 
for its ‘’gracious hospitality and warm welcome’’.  Our Chairman, Bernard Lines, also received a 
letter from Nick Beck (RAFA Branch Relationship Engagement Officer), who also attended the 
AGM via Zoom.  Nick Beck, complimented Bernard, and the Branch on the running of the AGM. 
We have been invited by Rushden Town Council to participate in Rushden Celebrates.  By doing 
so we will raise the profile of RAFA, the RAF and the local Air Cadets, who we hope to involve.  So 
far, we can confirm that we have booked a site on Rushden Lakes Boardwalk Area on Saturday 
28th May. 
The feasibility of installing an Induction Loop System in the Rugby Club is in abeyance.  Jim 
Doran is investigating costs and working in conjunction with Bernard. 
Cremation of Edith Joan Earthy.  The Branch was represented by the Vice President and 
Secretary.  The Branch Standard was carried by John.  Joan’s family said that they really 
appreciated our attendance.  
The storage of Branch Display Equipment remains a problem.  A possible solution proved to be a 
non-starter.  If any Branch Member has some space in a dry, secure area and they would like to 
help, please contact Bernard or John. 
Resignation of Vice Chairman.  The Chairman has received a letter from David Robinson who has 
resigned.  This has been accepted and confirmed by letter. 
The Branch has two new Wings Appeal Officers.  Following the appeal made by the Chairman at 
the AGM, Sue Stowe and Sharon Gouldie put their names forward.  It has been decided to share 
the post because of the work and organisation involved. 
 
Article for RAFA Branch Bulletin.  Following the AGM, the Branch was contacted by Martin Bell 
(RAFA Branch Governance Officer), who invited the Branch to submit an article for publication.  
The idea is to shine a spotlight on Branches, to see what they are doing to engage Members and 
recruit new Members.  The Chairman has submitted an article and it has been published in April’s 
Branch and Club Bulletin. 
 
The Branch 100 Club is up and running.  Membership forms were available at April’s Branch 
Meeting and will be available at the Branch Meeting on Tuesday 10th May.  It was decided that the 
100 Club year would run from 1st July to 30th June.  More details available in this Newsletter. 
 
Armed Forces Day 2022.  The Secretary confirmed that a site has been booked at Rushden 
Station and the usual Wings Appeal stand will be set up.  Mike Read will carry the Branch 
Standard.  An advertisement detailing time and place of muster for those wishing to march in the 
Parade, is in this Newsletter. 
 
Higham Ferrers Mayor’s Market Fair.  The Secretary informed the Committee that the Branch had 
been invited to have a stand at the Mayor’s Market Fair on Saturday 7th May.  I can confirm that we 
have applied for a pitch. 
 
The Vice President advised the Committee that we had been invited by the local Branch of the 
Royal Signals Association, to join them on a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum, on Saturday 
3rd September.  We have accepted their kind offer.  As with all the outings/visits, a transport 
booking form has been raised.  If you wish to visit this beautiful Memorial site, please book early to 
avoid disappointment.  
 
RAFA Annual Conference 2022 and Area Elected Trustee.  The Annual Conference will take place 
in Birmingham on 21st to 23rd October.  So far, we have three Branch Members wishing to attend.  
Any Branch Members wishing to represent the Branch at the Conference are requested to contact 
the Secretary.  The information regarding Area Elected Trustees was published at the April 
meeting, the deadline has since passed. 
 
Domain Hosting.  The Vice President advised the Committee that the Email addresses for the 
Branch should be transferred to a new supplier.  This will give the Branch greater flexibility with the 
corporate image of the Branch and will save some money.  The Committee agreed with Jim’s 
recommendation. 
 
John Gouldie. 
Branch Secretary 
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RAFA Branch of the month  
April 2022 Branch and Branch Club Bulletin 
 
Should you require to read the article submitted by the chairman for this publication you can contact 
the secretary using the details published at the end of this letter.  
 
14th June - Summer Social with Entertainment 

 
We’re looking forward to our Summer Social, which is to be 
held at The Station, Rushden. We shall enjoy a Buffet and 
be entertained by Vocalist, Sophie Dangerfield. 
 
The Bar will open at 1900hrs, with a buffet to be available 
around half an hour later. Depending on the weather we will 
be able to sit outside and enjoy the proceedings.  
 
The cost will be £20.00 each excluding drinks. Car parking is 

available in the Goods Shed yard opposite. But be careful crossing the road.  Please use the light-
controlled crossing adjacent to the Station Buildings as John Clark Way is quite often used as a 
racetrack by boy racers and the like.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Urgent Storage Facility Needed 
 
The Branch urgently needs a secure storage facility to store its various items of equipment, as our 
current one will soon be unavailable.  Local commercial facilities could cost the Branch dearly with 
money that could otherwise be spend on Welfare provisions. Is there anyone that could come to the 
aid of the Branch and provide a suitable lockable facility?  If so, please contact either Bernard Lines 
our Chairman or John Gouldie our Secretary. Contact details at the end of this Newsletter. Thank 
you. 
 
100 Club 
 
This is a terrific way for members to support the Branch whilst having a bit of a flutter! Here is how it 
works...  
 
The club consists of a hundred members who each by a ticket for £2 which buys one entry to a 
monthly draw. Each member can hold up to two tickets. Membership of the branch is not an obstacle 
which means that partners or friends can also join.  
 Membership is achieved by completing an application form, which you will find at the back of this 
newsletter. You can either then set-up a Standing Order Mandate for £24 annually (form at the Back) 
or you can pay by cheque/card/cash. This will buy you one membership number (that will be 
allocated}, which enters you into the monthly draw. All participants must be over sixteen.  
The draw will take place at our monthly meetings, and winners announced then, and  
published In the Newsletters. Winners will receive a BACS payment, or a cheque posted to the 
address on the joining form.  



The monthly prize money will be 50% of the monthly takings divided into three as follows, first prize 
will be 30%, 2nd Prize 15%, and 3rd Prize 5%. The remaining 50% will go into the Branch funds to aid 
our running costs.  
 
Any queries, please contact Carol Easton on 07922141589 or email treasurer@rafarushden.org.uk 
 

Speaker Meeting - 8th March 2022 
Lancaster PB667 History and Mystery - Alan Palmer 

 
Alan opened his talk on the book ‘Lancaster PB667, History and Mystery’ by explaining that it 
would comprise three threads.  The first covered his involvement 
with a Dutch military Museum; started by chance when he 
continued correspondence started by his late father, with a local 
historian in the Dutch town of Flushing on the island of 
Walcheren, Zeeland Province in Holland.   

 
Those letters revealed that after the liberation of Walcheren in 
November 1944, in which his father participated as a member of 
No 4 Army Commando, a local documentation group had 
developed into a military museum in the nearby village of Nieuwdorp.   
 
Further correspondence between Alan and the Curator led to his 
first visit to Nieuwdorp in 2010 during which he was able to see 
again the memorial to No 4 Commando erected on the original 
landing site in Flushing - Uncle Beach.  It was a revisit because 
during 1952, as a boy Alan had been in that place with his father, 
by then a member of Commando Veterans Association for the 
dedicated and unveiling of the memorial. 
 

The second thread arose 
because, during that 
same visit to Nieuwdorp, conveniently extended by the 
Icelandic Volcano eruption and ash deposit, Alan was 
introduced to Hans Van Dam another local historian who 
was researching the history of a Pathfinder Force Lancaster 
that crashed in the village on March 25th, 1945. The 
photograph above shows Hans and Alan at the Liberation 
Museum (www. Bevrijdingsmuseumzeeland.nl) discussing 
the famous R V Jones book Most Secret War, which Hans 
was using to follow up his developing interest in navigational 
and bombing aids used by Bomber Command aircraft. 
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Coming to the subject of the book itself Alan gave a summary of its contents and emphasised that 
while Lancaster PB 667 had been given the best possible protection against enemy flak-controlled 
radar, it remains a mystery as to what caused its demise on that fateful day in March 1945.   

Liberation Park, Nieuwdorp Zeeland Province, Netherlands – Picture of PB 667 Crash Site. 
Liberation Park, Nieuwdorp Zeeland Province, Netherlands – Museum Buildings 

 
Article by Alan Palmer – Associate Member 
  



 

Speaker Meeting – 12th April 2022 
Biplanes, Triplanes and Monoplanes – Steve Slater 

 
Steve’s talk on took us into the world of flying during the Great War, with both a presentation and a 
display of original maps, flying equipment, magazines, and manuals from the era, all now well over 
a century old. 
 
He is Chief Executive of the 
Light Aircraft Association, 
Britain’s biggest sport flying 
community with around 8,000 
members. He is also a pilot and 
has been involved in the 
restoration and flying of a 
range of vintage aircraft 
including the “Biggles Biplane” 
1914 BE-2c observation 
biplane and most recently, a 
1947 Piper Cub trainer, 
working with Rushden RAFA 
member Sue Stowe. 
 
Why Biplanes, Triplanes and 
Monoplanes? Well with two 
pairs of wings, three pairs and 
a single pair of wings respectively, they are the several types of design that were around in the First 
World War, particularly on fighter aircraft. The biplane was the most successful configuration 
principally because of the natural strength of the structure.  
 
In fact, very few monoplanes were used by the British during the Great War, as confidence in the 
configuration was damaged by a series of structural failures, most notably of a Bristol monoplane at 
Wolvercote near Oxford in September 1912 resulting in the loss of two Royal Flying Corps officers 
As a result, new monoplanes were banned by the War Ministry, which largely stood until the arrival 
of the Hurricanes and Spitfires in the 1930s! 
 
Back to biplanes, and Steve initially talked about the role of the Royal Flying Corps and its German 
equivalent as “the eyes of the Army” performing reconnaissance duties over the trenches. Of course, 
each opposing side wanted to stop the information getting back, so the role of a fighter aircraft or 
“Scout” was created. 
 
A breakthrough came in 1915, when Anthony Fokker designed a monoplane for the German army 
which had a mechanism preventing a forward-facing gun from hitting the aircraft’s own propeller. 
The Fokker Eindecker was not a great aircraft, or particularly manoeuvrable, but by being able to 
aim the entire aircraft rather than trying to aim a gun at an angle created the “Fokker Scourge” in 
May 1915, when almost a third of British reconnaissance flights shot down. 
 
The British responded with new aircraft of their own, which also featured a forward firing machine 
gun. The most successful of these was the Sopwith Pup. A light and agile biplane, it outclassed the 
Eindecker, and the balance of power swung back to the allied side. One of the disadvantages of a 
biplane design however was the position of the wings, which blocked visibility, so Sopwith designed 
a derivative of the Pup, with three sets of narrower wings, principally to allow the pilot a better field 
of view. Thus, the Sopwith Triplane was born. 
Anthony Fokker then went on to develop a triplane of his own. In many ways the Fokker Triplane 
was a more sophisticated design that the Sopwith, with a steel tube fuselage and a stronger, 
cantilever wing construction. However, its winning feature was the use of dual Spandau machine 
guns, effectively doubling the firepower of the new fighter. A scarlet example was of course the steed 
of Baron Manfred von Richthofen, with which he claimed most of his eighty victories over allied 
aircraft. 
 



 
 

7 
 

The British answer to the Fokker was the legendary Sopwith Camel. Shorter and more manoeuvrable 
than the earlier Sopwiths, it too packed a pair of machine guns, in this case 0.303 in caliber Vickers 
units. It was regarded as much harder to manage than its predecessors with all the weight 
concentrated in the snub nose of the aircraft and handling dominated by a monster 17-litre, nine-
cylinder rotary engine, the ultimate development of a design where the cylinders spun with the 
propeller, creating a powerful engine with massive gyroscopic effects.  
 
The inertia of the engine and its nine-foot mahogany propeller combined to result in its being able to 
turn to the right far faster than other fighters. However, if flown with a lack of confidence or ‘heavy 
hands’, the aircraft would flick into a spin or spiral dive. RFC pilots used to joke that the Camel offered 
the choice between "a wooden cross, the Red Cross, or a Victoria Cross.” 
 
In the right hands though, the Camel was a winner, immortalized in fiction too, as the mount of 
“Biggles,” Captain W. E. Johns’ character and for cartoon fans, Snoopy.  Later in WW1 though, these 
aircraft were replaced by fighters using in-line engines which had a less vicious torque characteristic. 
Aircraft such as the SE-5A were not as agile, but they could be flown more effectively by a larger 
proportion of the pilots. 
 
World War One aircraft are inevitably more demanding than modern types to fly. Steve closed, by 
giving an update on the “Biggles Biplane” BE-2c aircraft which he helped restore. Some may 
remember it crashed at Sywell in September 2020 during an air display practice, when it entered an 
uncontrollable spiral dive. It was a salutary reminder that these aircraft have definite handling 
limitations, but Steve was pleased to report that due to the inherent strength of the biplane design, 
pilot Matthew Boddington has recovered from the back and rib injuries sustained and, both Matt and 
the aircraft will fly on into the future. 
 
Branch Outings & Events   
 
May 13th – Bentley Priory Reserve list – Contact Treasurer  
June 17th – Duxford Imperial War Museum Reserve list – Contact Treasurer 
June 25th – Armed Forces Day Volunteers required - lists at meetings  

** Details Below ** 
July 13th - Metheringham Airfield Visitor Centre & The Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa 
– Still a few places available - details as previously published  
 
The closing date for booking this Outing is Tuesday 7th June. As with all outings when booking, a 
£10.00 payment is required to cover transport costs. This outing does have additional cost 
associated with the special teas at the Petwood Hotel.  
August 10th – International Bomber Command Centre Places available - details as 
previously published 
 
For all outing queries contact any of the branch officials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Welfare Hints & Tips from Pauline 
 

Over the last 2½ years most people have been in 
lockdown, which has for many people been very 
difficult, and as we emerge and move forward, the 
country is facing two major issues, the War in 
Ukraine and the support being given, which has 
impacted the world financially, and secondly, 

internally the cost-of-living crisis which is spiralling out of control, specifically with fuel and 
food cost. Many people are concerned about their fuel cost which increased dramatically at 
the beginning of April with most people facing an increase in gas, electricity, and fuel at the 
pump cost. Then in addition to the fuel increasing, food prices have been rising week on 
week since January increasing the weekly cost of living by at least 40-50%. Obviously, many 
people will be facing some hard decisions, between keeping warm and having a meal, and 
many will be facing the prospect of spending their savings to survive, and some even going 
into debt.  
 
Step Change is an established nationwide Debt Charity that offers free and flexible debt 
advice that is based on a comprehensive assessment of your situation, and in return they 
will then provide practical help and support for however long it’s needed from a team of debt 
experts. Every year they help hundreds of thousands of people to deal with their debt 
problems. They have nearly 30 years’ experience, and you can have the assurance and 
confidence that they will provide the advice and support you need to achieve long-term 
financial control.  
 
Their advice process operates either by a simple telephone call (0800 138 1111) or you 
can opt to contact them online at https://www.stepchange.org. Alternatively, you can write 
to them at, Step Change, 123 Albion Street, Leeds LS2 8ER.  
 
The process is a three-step process to deal with your debt: 
 

1. They will help you work out your budget, income, and debts 
2. They will use this information to find a solution to your debt that suits your situation 
3. They will set up your debt solution and offer support however long it's needed. 

 
Please, don’t get yourself into Debt, speak to someone professional who can offer you 
solutions. The last thing is, never borrow money from Lone Sharks who are always ready 
to lend money at extortionate repayment rates, and will be always on your back, causing 
you more stress and strain. Seek help. 
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Pause for thought – Reflection 
 

‘Moving on’ 
 
Today as I write and reflect, it is 
the Queen’s 96th birthday. None of 
us can get away with not having a 
birthday; the day and time we 
were born; coming into the world 
remains with us, whether we like it 
or not; the celebration or not of a 
certain day each year, reminding 
us that we are moving on and not 
standing still. 
 
Two questions, ‘Where are you 
moving on too? What is your 
destination?’ We’ll come back to 
these questions later. 
 

During our lifetime we would all have had a few moves, and others, many moves. I don’t know 
when moving of started for you, but mine started with the changes of school, Junior to Senior. 
Then following that, a house move, and another change of school, and from there a continued 
moving on, to work, then college and ministry, but a bigger move came when Richard came on 
the scene, and we got married, and then the big move to Cyprus as Richard was in the RAF. 
Since then, through life, changes and moves kept coming. We moved on, family came on the 
scene, and Richard came out of the RAF. We then entered ministry with the Salvation Army, 
being ordained in 1978, and since then we have encountered many moves both within the UK 
and Germany – Köln & Dresden. As we’ve moved on, so have the years, but during all these 
years we knew God’s constant presence was with us, both during the difficult and tough times, 
as well as the good and joyful times.  
 
Back to the two questions. We’ve talked about the physical moving on, but we also need to 
reflect on the spiritual moving on, and spiritual destinations. Where are you moving on to? And 
what is your destination? 
 
I can remember when the Cup Final was played at Wembley and the loud anthem of the crowds 
singing the hymn, ‘Abide with me’ was sung. It has also been sung at Rugby matches. The third 
verse of that hymn relates to moving on with God, ‘I need thy presence every passing hour’, and 
5th verse relates to destination, ‘Hold thou Thy cross before my closing eyes’, ‘In life, in death, 
O Lord, abide with me.’  
 
Maybe, it’s time to think of what destination you are moving on to? I started with the Queen’s 
birthday, and the celebration of her 96th birthday. A life of Faith in God, and 70 years of dedicated 
and committed ‘Service’ to our country. She is still moving on, but she is also aware of her 
destination. 
 
God bless you all. 
 
Major Pauline Cook (S.A.) 
Assistant Chaplain 
  



 

Your Branch Contacts 

 
President   Mr Paul O’Dell   Tel: 01933 386893 
 
Vice President  Mr. Jim Doran   Tel: 01933 317357 Mob. 07747 464122 

Email: vicepresident@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Chairman   Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 Mob. 07860 252435 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Secretary   Mr. John Gouldie  Tel: 01933 393496. Mob: 07394145435 

E-mail: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Treasurer   Ms. Carol Easton  Tel. 01933 412847 Mob 07922 141589 

E-mail: treasurer@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Welfare Officer  Mrs. Pauline Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant Welfare Officer Mr. Richard Cook E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Membership Secretary Mr. Richard Cook                   Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
       E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins  Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain  Major Pauline Cook (SA) Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Standard Bearer   Mr. Mike Read   Tel: 01933 357304  
Assistant    Mr. Richard Wilmot   Tel: 01933 651997 
 
Media Representative Mrs. Marion Vine  Tel. Mob: 07754 689001  

Email: vine66@sky.com 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Wings Appeal Officers  Mrs. Sharon Gouldie  Tel. Mob: 07907 706243 

Email:  sharongouldie911@gmail.com 
Mrs. Susan Stowe   Tel. Mob: 07403 266202 

Email:  sue.stowe@hotmail.co.uk 
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100 club sign up 
Membership number  

   Office use only 

for BACS 

Bank Name  

 

Name (On Bank Account) 

 
 
 
Sort code. ___________________ Account Number ___________________  
 
Via Cheque  

Name (to which cheque will be made out should you win) 

 
 
 
Telephone no. ___________________ (daytime) ___________________ (evening) 
 
 
Postal address (to which winnings will be sent) 
 
 
 
 
I/we understand that RAFA Rushden & District Branch will forward the completed standing 
order mandate to the bank indicated that a sum of £24 to be paid annually via standing order 
and paid into the 100 Club account until I/we advise the bank otherwise or by cheque / card  

I/we agree that if we wish to cancel this order I/we will also inform RAFA Rushden & District 
Branch of this decision. 

Signature_______________________________ 
 
Date________________ 
 

Please return this form to Carol Easton together with your  
standing order mandate/cheque or card/cash payment so we can update 

our records. 

Thank you for your support and good luck! 
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100 Club STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

 
Name  
    
YOUR Bank/ Building Society    to The Manager 
 

 

 
YOUR Account details 
 

Name of Account Holder(s): 
 

  

Sort Code:   -   -   

  

Account Number: 
        

 
INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY 
 
Please pay from the account above to: 
  
Account Name: 
 

R.A.F.A. Rushden Branch 519 

Bank: TSB Bank plc 
 

Sort Code: 30-97-20 
 

Account Number: 00062843 
 

The sum of £24 commencing 
  and then £24 each year on the anniversary thereof until further 
notice. This instruction supersedes any previous instructions using 
the reference below. 

 
PLEASE USE THIS 
REFERENCE ON ALL 
PAYMENTS: 

Office use 

 
Signature:  Date: 

 
NB It is your responsibility to cancel any standing orders should you discontinue membership of the 100 club 
 

Bank:  
 

Address:  
 

Postcode:  
 

01 07 22 

Branch No 519 Rushden and District
Carol Easton -   Treasurer 

8 Goulsbra Road
Rushden

NN10 0YX
07922141589

treasurer@rafarushden.org.uk


