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Newsletter March 2022 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Welcome to this bumper edition of our newsletter.  
 
We held our AGM last month and as a result you will find enclosed with this newsletter the minutes 
of that meeting along with copies of the relevant reports which were presented, hence the bumper 
edition. By circulating these you all have the chance to get the lowdown on every aspect of the 
branch’s operations over the last year. If you think that we could do anything differently, or indeed 
add to our portfolio, then please let me or the secretary know. If you attended the meeting and wish 
to comment or dispute our account, then please feel free to bring it to our attention. Should we not 
receive any such feedback within the next two months, then these minutes will be taken as a true 
record of the meeting and a vote will be taken to that effect at next years AGM.  
 
On a less formal note, we have also had a bumper start to the new year in respect of our meetings.  
Our January speaker meeting hosted a record attendance of forty-four, seven of which were guests, 
six of whom later became members. February’s AGM clocked in thirty-seven members, one of them 
being Nick Bunting, General Secretary and CEO of the RAFA, and on Zoom, Nick Beck our Branch 
Relationship Officer, both firsts in themselves, and both I feel warrant feathers in our cap!  
 
Let’s hope this positive start continues for the rest of the year. There are no excuses really, we have 
an exciting programme of events lined up for you, so keep your reminder card handy so you don’t 
miss a trick. If you’ve lost yours, there’s always some available at our meetings. 
  
Our first outing is detailed below and there are crib sheets attached herewith with details of all the 
other outings, so get you name (and deposit) in quick to avoid disappointment.  
 
In the meantime, don’t forget where we are if you need us, or want to let us know about anything we 
can help you with. Or better still, come to a meeting! 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon. 
Kind Regards  

 
Bernard Lines  
Branch Chairman 
 

Matters arising from the Committee Meetings held on 7th January and 4th 
February 2022. 
 
Wings Appeal and collection for Branch Funds.  The Chairman confirmed that 2021 Wings Appeal 
had raised over £2000.00, plus £530.00 from 2020 had been added to this.  The 25% rebate, 
£500.00, from RAFA HQ will go into the Branch Welfare Fund.  In addition, £1082.00 had been 
raised for Branch Funds from two collections at Rushden Lakes. 
The Chairman confirmed that the programme for the 2022 Branch Meetings had been completed, 
published, and distributed.  At Speaker Meetings, the presentation will start at 19:45 hrs.  This is to 
enable Members to socialise beforehand.  A trial recording of the March Meeting will be attempted 
and reviewed. 
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The Chairman confirmed that he had hoped to have completed the handover to Carol Easton our 
new treasurer by the end of January.  The Trustee Savings Bank had still to complete the 
paperwork.  Handover should be completed by the end of February. However, Carol confirmed that 
she had enrolled on three Treasurer Development Sessions, run by RAFA HQ.   
The Chairman reported on a very successful Christmas Meal and Raffle.  In all, thirty-six Members 
attended.  The raffle raised £130.00, to be used for the running of the Branch. 
The President informed the Committee that he intended to stand down as the events Co-ordinator 
at the AGM.  The Chairman thanked The President for all his hard work over the years. 
The Vice President informed the Committee that the Zoom licence was due for renewal in June.  
He requested that the Committee consider renewing.  This will be held in abeyance, pending 
further assessment.   
The Annual General Meeting was discussed at great length as there were many Forms and 
Reports to compile and sign off.  The current finances of the Branch were discussed and reviewed.  
The format of the AGM was discussed and agreed on. 
As well as Rushden Celebrates, the town council is to hold a programme of events to Celebrate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and is planning to combine these two events. Cllr Richard Lewis, one 
of our members, is co-ordinating things and will keep us updated.  The Branch has been invited to 
participate.  The Vice President is of the opinion that we should be involved in some way.   
The chairman and the Vice President had talked about purchasing an Induction Loop System for 
use during Branch Meetings.  The meeting discussed this as a possibility and agreed to allow Jim 
Doran to investigate cost etc. and report. 
We had received news of the death of Edith Joan Earthy, a Member of the Branch for 42 years, 
and had since moved to Sapcotes in Leicestershire.  She died on 17th January, aged 102, and the 
family had requested the presence of the Branch Standard at the Cremation Service.  The 
Chairman and Committee felt it fitting that the Branch should attend.   
The Chairman reported that RAFA HQ had asked if the Branch intended to continue to contact our 
members who are over 65.  The Branch will continue to do this as previously agreed. 
John Gouldie. 
Branch Secretary 

 
Squadron Leader Kyle Roachford 
 

The most recent Air Mail contained an article about Squadron Leader Kyle 
Roachford, Officer Commanding Base Support Squadron RAF Wittering, 
who has recently been welcomed onto the RAF Associations Council as 
the Service Representative. 
 
Last year he was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
for his work as Chairman of the RAF Asian Minority Ethnic (BAME) 
Network. 
 
Kyle is a member of our Branch and hopefully, we might get to meet him 
sometime in the future at one of our meetings 
 

Urgent Storage Facility Needed 
 
The Branch urgently needs a secure storage facility to store its various items of equipment, as our 
current storage space will soon be unavailable. Local commercial facilities for storage could cost the 
Branch dearly, and money that could otherwise be spend on Welfare provisions.  
Is there anyone that could come to the aid of the Branch and provide a suitable lockable storage 
facility? If so, please contact either Bernard Lines our chairman or John Gouldie our secretary. 
Contact details at the end of this Newsletter. Thank you. 
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Branch Outing – Wednesday 11th May to Bentley Priory Museum  
 
Bentley Priory is an eighteenth to nineteenth century stately home 
and deer park in Stanmore on the northern edge of the Greater 
London area in the London Borough of Harrow. It was originally a 
medieval priory or cell of Augustinian Canons in Harrow Weald, 
then in Middlesex.  
 
It was the Headquarters Fighter Command during the Battle of 
Britain in 1940. The MOD bought the place in 1926 following its' 
origins of a Home, Hotel, and a Girls School.  
 
Join the outing to learn more about the place and hopefully visit the 
11 Group Bunker if it is open and available.  

 
The vintage Cafe is the perfect place to have refreshments and lunch during our visit. The menu 
includes handmade sandwiches, hot soups, and seasonal specials, as well as a range of delicious 
cakes and snacks. It overlooks the beautiful Italian Gardens, and the outdoor seating area is perfect 
during warmer weather 
 
Proposed itinerary:  0830hrs Leave from Rushden & Higham Rugby Club; 1530hrs Leave Bentley 
Priory and arrive back at Rushden at approx. 1700hrs, depending on traffic 
 
Admission prices are Adults £8 or £8.80 if you wish to include an optional 10% Gift Aid Donation, 
and Concessions (Over 60s) £7 or £7.70 including Gift Aid. Payable on the day. 
Minibus cost is £10.00 per person, with a minimum of ten persons for a viable trip.  
 
Please Note:  The closing date for booking this Outing is Tuesday 12th April. When booking a £10.00 
payment is required to cover the minibus costs (which may not be returnable) to either Bernard 
Lines or Carol Easton. 
 
Speaker Meeting – 11th January – Steve Pateman and the Story of Kinky 
Boots 

 
The real story behind the international cross-dressing sensation 
that is Kinky Boots has many a surprise. Steve was the man who 
saved his family's traditional shoe factory, WJ Brookes, by 
branching out into footwear for men who like to dress as women. 
 
Waders for fisherman at sea, high boots for Cossacks to survive 
Russian winters, boots for soldiers in the trenches of The Great 
War, fashion brogues for men and women, and another 
Government commission for WWII. This is just the beginning of 
the story of W J Brookes, a family-run boot and shoe factory in 
Earls Barton, Northamptonshire which started around 1888. 
 
With the WW11 over, life moved on. Along came the teddy boys, 
the mods and rockers with the winklepickers, the crepe soled 
'brothel creepers', and the Chelsea boots. Footwear for the new 
young bands - The Beatles, Mud, The Jam, Elton John, Slade, 
Adam Ant and David Essex.  

Times were good - the commissions rolled in, and the factory rocked. In his 30s Steve Pateman, 
who had spent years working at the family business, took over from his father as Managing Director 
of the family business.  
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However, in the 1990s, a strong pound, competition from abroad and changing fashions meant lean 
times and closure became a possibility. Steve now had the responsibility to search for new customers 
and markets. As luck happened, he was persuaded by an unexpected phone-call to think about 
expansion into "kinky boots" - women's shoes in men's sizes for transgender people. This call came 
from a Sue Sheppard, who owned a business in Folkestone selling transgender specialist glamour 
wear. Known as Lacies, the business is still there today. Sheppard - who was born Anthony - could 
never have imagined what would flow from that call.  
 
"At first Steve was a bit baffled at what she was suggesting he might supply," she remembers. "He 
made it very clear his firm had spent a century making men's shoes and that stilettos and thigh-boots 
just weren't their thing. However, after some extensive research, Steve decided to invest in new 
machines which were ordered, and the production began. Steve's brands, Divine, Provider and Lady 
Provider, had saved the day. However, those exciting footloose days were not to last, and the factory 
sadly closed in 2000. 
 
The BBC documentary Trouble at the Top, which was first broadcast in February 1999, featured 
Steve's tale and coined those now infamous words Kinky Boots. "On the day it went out the BBC 
brought me down to London to do a couple of interviews. The next day I was on the tube rushing for 
my train back to Northamptonshire when a guy recognised me and leant over to talk about the 
programme. Soon half the carriage was on about it. That's when I knew it had gripped people. "If 
people had tuned in for the sexy title, they had kept watching because of an engrossing human story. 
 
Later, the film, Kinky Boots, set in Northampton, was shot mainly in Northamptonshire at the Trickers 
shoe factory. The reason for this was to protect Earls Barton from an overflowing influx of tourism.  
After the film, came the musical, Kinky Boots, which became a resounding hit on Broadway, the 
West End and is now on tour in the UK.  
Recently Steve has launched his story in his book ‘Boss in Boots – From Barton to Broadway’, which 
began, as mentioned above by that fateful phone call from a Folkestone factory wanting to place an 
order at WJ Brookes for women's shoes to be worn by men. 
 
What ensues for regular factory boss Steve is a rapid immersion in the world of transvestites, drag 
queens and cross-dressers, which led to a niche production line that saved his workers' jobs. He 
admits the journey was constantly an eye-opening experience. He says: “The interactions will come 
as a surprise to people who have never been in a world of kinkiness, thigh boots and court shoes. 
Our reactions to men dressed as women and their reactions to us, people will enjoy. He spent a lot 
of time setting himself up as he got to know more about cross-dressing than he ever thought possible. 
I was in a world where it wasn't them being embarrassed; it was me. It was my inhibitions and a 
straight way of looking at everything. But you get less and less shocked and you accept.” 
 
In fact, Steve accepted it all right up to the point that he ended up learning how to shave his legs and 
donning a pair of the now-famous long boots himself, modelling not for the Milan catwalk, as depicted 
in the film, but for the real factory's catalogue. This steady conversion left him with deep and lasting 
appreciation for the cross-dressing and transvestite community. "I'm very, very protective over the 
story and the people. I was with the Trouble at the Top documentary, (the BBC programme that 
brought the factory to national attention). I didn't want them ridiculed, put on a little pedestal for 
people to take the mickey out of. They had let me into their world. As everything transpired, I very 
clearly said to the writers, I didn't want them portrayed as weirdos. They are the kind of people who 
either love you, or if they don't get on with you, ignore you." 
 
Steve was very much involved in the early days of the film and says the writers and producers did a 
wonderful job. He is in touch with Kinky Boots actors Joel Edgerton (the onscreen him), Sarah Jane 
Potts and Jemima Rooper, who have written quotations for his book. With the musical, although he 
has seen it several times and enjoyed it, Steve has a slightly different relationship - dating back to 
when it launched, on Broadway. He says, “I did offer my services. All I asked for was a couple of 
tickets, the flight, and hotel, and maybe a bee, and I would do all the press and publicity myself. But 
that wasn't forthcoming." 
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His main issue is that the links to Northampton and his own part in the story aren't as prominent as 
he had hoped for, even in the touring UK production. He says, "It'd be nice to be mentioned in the 
programme about where it all came from, it really doesn't go deep enough." For licensing reasons, 
he was unable to promote his book at the Kinky Boots' triumphant homecoming at the Royal & 
Derngate last September but showing the kind of ingenuity that saved his factory all those years ago, 
he instead set up a book stall down the road in the foyer of the Premier Inn, in Swan Street. 
 
In the end, the twists, and turns of the story of W J Brookes 
has come home to Earls Barton with an exhibition of Steve's 
boots and shoes on display at Jeyes of Earls Barton in the 
main square, from those heavy clumping war-boots to the 
brilliant red thigh-high boots. The Kinky Boots Exhibition is 
open from Monday to Friday from 10am to 4pm and Saturday 
from 9am to 5pm and entry is free. 
 
Steve now combines his life as a full-time firefighter with being 
an entertaining speaker, recounting his tale of Kinky Boots with 
humour and panache. He has just launched his autobiography 
‘Boss in Boots - From Barton to Broadway’, which is available 
at Jeyes - red hot off the press. 
 
Source: Northampton Chronicle & Echo – The Newsroom / The Business Times 

 
Membership Renewals and Fees  
 
I would like to thank all members for their support in renewing their memberships for 2022 at the end 
of 2021, and for all those who pay due diligence to renewing their memberships through the year. 
This saves a lot of work and ensures that our membership continues to remain strong. 
 
Introducing our new Welfare Officer 
 

I’d like to introduce myself as the Branches new Welfare Officer. As well as 
been a wife to Richard, a mother and grandmother and Assistant Chaplain I’m 
looking forward to this new responsibility. We have seven grandchildren and 
are very proud of them all.  Both Richard and I, been Salvation Army Officers 
for over 43 years, working in all aspects of social work both in the UK and in 
Germany both in Cologne for four years and 1 year in Dresden. I retired 
officially in 2008, but supported Richard for a further four years, retiring again 
in 2012, and then we worked together for another few years until finally retiring 
in June last year. I am looking forward to taking on this new role and getting 
to know you all. 

 
 
Welfare Hints & Tips from Pauline 
 

As I begin the work of Welfare for the Branch, I’m mindful 
that there are several agencies in the county, that can offer 
services within the community, and with this is mind, I 
would like to run a series by introducing you to those that 
might be of assistance. 
 

The first organisation that comes to mind is ‘SERVE’ which we already work with, the branch being 
an associate member. They support us by allowing the use of their Mini-Bus for trips and for 
transporting members to our monthly meetings, for which we are thankful to Richard Watson for 
driving.  
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SERVE is a voluntary organisation and a registered charity, which has been providing services and 
assistance to older people and adults with disabilities in North Northamptonshire and the surrounding 
area for over 40 years. Their aim is to provide the highest quality of health and social care enabling 
people to remain living independently. They deliver a service to a wide range of adults who need 
care and support. Such as: 
 
Care in Your home: Washing & Dressing / Preparing meals or Medication / Shopping & Cleaning / 
Sitting & Respite / Home from Hospital Support. 
 
Wellbeing Activities: Day & Activity Centre / Getting to appointments / Day Trips / Exercise Groups 
/ befriending / Hearing Aid Service. 
 
If you would like more information, please contact SERVE on 01933 315 555 or email them at 
care@serve.org.uk. They also have a website www.serve.org.uk. 

 
A Moment to Remember former Members 
 
Owen Smith 

 
 
 
On Wednesday 5th January, Owen Smith died 
after a long illness. We remember Owen with 
great affection and over the years his dedication 
and commitment to the Branch. Please 
remember his wife Jean and the family. 
 
 
 
 

The following eulogy was provided by his son Ian. 
 

What makes a man who he is? It’s not just his birth, it’s your own life choices and experiences 
which make you the unique person that you are. In Dad’s case, as in many, his father was a 
hugely influential figure in his life. Family assumes a leading role, but so too does your career 
choice(s), and the events that life throws at you.  
Dad was born the fourth child of five in 1932. Elder brothers Harrold and Ron preceded Betty who 
no doubt assumed the role elder sisters do when a younger brother comes along only to be 
usurped by Alan when he arrived some six years later.   
 
His father Cyril fought in the First World War, and on 8th September 1917 was wounded in second 
battle of Ypres. On his 21st birthday, as reported in the Biggleswade Chronicle upon the occasion 
of his retirement in 1961, he was a sniper. He never talked about his wartime experiences which is 
entirely understandable. I’m told that during the blitz in the Second World War Dad would stand in 
Shortmead Street with his father and watch the glow of London as it burned. Like his father Dad he 
was a very private and immensely proud individual and incredibly calm and considered.  
 
Owen attended Luton Technical College and made his own way there on the bus which meant an 
incredibly early start to the day. He along with all three of his brothers were in the ATC the Air 
Training Corps. At the age of sixteen he joined the Sandy UDC as an assistant to the engineer. At 
eighteen he did two years National Service in the Royal Air Force; this was to have a profound and 
lasting effect. He was commissioned as a pilot officer and sent to Canada to train as a navigator, 
flying Dakotas for 10 months from Prince Edward Island around the Gulf of St Lawrence, 
Newfoundland, and Labrador.  
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Following familiarisation with flying in the UK he was posted to No 2 Home Ferry Unit at Aston 
Down with Mike Ogle and Eric Quirk collecting new or converted aircraft from the factory or 
maintenance unit and flying them to their squadrons. One of which was a reconnaissance 
Lancaster delivered to Egypt.   
Towards the end of his normal two years National Service, he applied to have his commission 
extended to four years and this was approved. However, Eric Quirk was killed in a Meteor which 
crashed into high ground at Cranham Woods near Gloucester and Mike Ogle and Owen had the 
unenviable task of escorting his body back to the Isle of Man for burial. By this time, Owen was 
engaged to be married and he decided that flying in the RAF as a single man was a great life but 
not so good for a married man likely to be posted to the Canal Zone for two years. 
 
Back in Civvy Street he resumed his career as a Municipal Engineer in Sandy and worked for two 
local authorities in Hertfordshire before moving to Rushden in 1965. During that time, he decided 
that he had to seriously pursue his Local Government career and qualify as a Chartered Civil 
Engineer. This involved attending night school three evenings a week for seven years at Hatfield 
College of Technology. He remained as a Flying Officer in the RAF Volunteer Reserve doing 
refresher flying at Marshalls Airport in Cambridge and subsequently as an instructor in the training 
branch of the volunteer reserve.   
 He also joined the RAF Association Branch in Rushden and some of his fellow members are here 
today. He was an enthusiastic member for many years and I’m sure there are lots of stories to be 
told. Owen played cricket and football for NALGO and was a keen golfer to a rather long handicap. 
He also took up gliding with the Welland Gliding Club at Lyveden and went solo before his 60th 
birthday and subsequently held a Silver C Gilder Pilot’s Badge.  
The good people of Rushden have a lot to thank dad for, none more so than the alleviation of 
flooding in the High Street and in particular Duck Street, when sewers were laid which were big 
enough to drive small cars through. His penultimate project was the building of the Splash Pool 
and his last was the construction of the Council Offices in Thrapston. 
 
Owen and his wife Jean also were active members of the congregation at St Peters Church, they 
were particularly involved in the eighties when dad played guitar and mum the piano.  
Owen was immensely proud of all his family and was very much loved by them and friends alike.  
 
He was a remarkable man who will be greatly missed but never forgotten.  
He is in our thoughts now and will live on in our hearts forever. He leaves Jean (his wife) and his 
two surviving sons, together with 5 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren. (He is now reunited 
with my brother Keith who sadly passed in 1998)?   
 

Edith Joan Earthy  
 
 
Edith’s son Steve, said that his mother, Edith 
Joan Earthy died in mid-January at the age of 
102 She was born Edith Joan Shergold in 
London, and at the age of 22 in London when 
WW 2 broke out, and she decided to join the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, and after training 
she was posted to Douglas, Isle of Man where 
she worked in air traffic monitoring, plotting the 
aircraft, helping to direct the operations of RAF 
fighters and also the locations of enemy 
aircraft. Most of the plotters were female and 
she made several lifelong friends 
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Her father, Henry James Shergold, had served in the Army and was recommended for the Victoria 
Cross on three occasions. 
In 1944 she transferred to the medical branch of the air force and trained as a dental nurse. She 
used to work with pilots and air crew who had horrific mouth injuries caused by battling with enemy 
aircraft. She helped treat many of the wounded. 
After the war, she left the service and met her husband John, who died in 1964. Her son, Steve, said 
his mother was a member of the RAF Association (Rushden Branch) and the British Legion and had 
received awards for her work selling poppies. At her funeral her coffin was draped with the Union 
Jack, and Royal Air Forces Association Flags from the Leicester & Rushden & District Branches 
were on parade, at Leicester Crematorium.  
 

Pause for thought – Reflection 
 
 
 

The country has its first British Monarch who is 
celebrating a Platinum Jubilee – 70 years of 
service. 
 
Many of you will remember ‘Coronation Day’ in 
June1953, as I do. With street parties and 
celebrations. As a child I remember the children’s 

parties as if it was yesterday (a bit older now though). My Nan made my sister and I read, white and 
blue dresses, in crepe paper and a bow for our hair, and we celebrated with others. Later this year 
there will again be celebrations and parties to share in, but no paper dresses for me, this time.  
 
Archbishop Justin Welby spoke on the BBC in an interview recently, that the Queen had committed 
herself to a life of duty and public service, and later in the speech, he said, “That she takes her duties 
seriously, but not herself”. In private, she laughs and has a superb sense of humour. “It’s not about 
me, almost sums up her reign.”  The archbishop compared her Coronation to taking of vows for a 
life of religious ministry. The Queen herself said, “She is the servant of the people. Humility in service 
is the strength of a good leader.” 
Faithfulness and Integrity, to both God and her people, these are the qualities which have made 
such an impression around the world and has gained her untold respect.  
Of course, as with many families, she has had many trials and difficulties, but she has weathered 
the ‘storms. How? Because God and her faith have come first, and her faith has helped her through, 
and in her Christmas messages she has also mentioned her faith. 
The Queens example has come from scripture. Jesus himself said, “I have come to serve, and not 
to be served”. What a difference it would be if world leaders learnt to serve their people.  
Humility is a strength, and not a weakness. There is a song written by a Christian song writer entitled, 
‘The Servant King’. Please read it and take it for yourself. The message is for us all. 
 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled; 

Not to be served but to serve, 
And give Your life that we might live. 

 
This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow Him, 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to the Servant King. 
 

There in the garden of tears, 
My heavy load He chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 

'Yet not My will but Yours, ' he said. 

 
 

Come see His Hands and His feet, 
The scars that speak of sacrifice; 
Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered. 
 

So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone Him; 
Each other's needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we're serving. 

 
                         Graham Kendrick 

May the Lord, bless you and keep you, and make His face to shine upon you, and give you Peace. 
Amen. 
Major Pauline Cook (S.A.) 
Assistant Chaplain 
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Your Branch Contacts 

 
President   Mr Paul O’Dell   Tel: 01933 386893 
 
Vice President  Mr. Jim Doran   Tel: 01933 317357 Mob. 07747 464122 

Email: vicepresident@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Chairman   Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 Mob. 07860 252435 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Secretary   Mr. John Gouldie  Tel: 01933 393496. Mob: 07394145435 

E-mail: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Treasurer   Ms. Carol Easton  Tel. 01933 412847 Mob 07922 141589 

E-mail: treasurer@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Welfare Officer  Mrs. Pauline Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant Welfare Officer Mr. Richard Cook E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Membership Secretary Mr. Richard Cook                   Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
       E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins  Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain  Major Pauline Cook (SA) Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Standard Bearer   Mr. Mike Read   Tel: 01933 357304  
Assistant    Mr. Richard Wilmot   Tel: 01933 651997 
 
Media Representative Mrs. Marion Vine  Tel. Mob: 07754 689001  

Email: vine66@sky.com 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
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Metheringham Airfield Visitor Centre +  
The Petwood Hotel Woodhall Spa.  13th July 2022 
 

This small, accredited museum, supported by the 
‘Friends of Metheringham Airfield (FOMA)’, is 
dedicated to those men and women who flew, and 
supported 106 Squadron, Royal Air Force Bomber 
Command from 1943 until the end of the second world 
war.  Prior to this 106 Squadron from September 1939 
this Squadron operated through its time at Coningsby 
and Syerston. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Metheringham Airfield was 
constructed in 1942 and opened in 
1943. To do so, around 600 acres of 
farmland and woods were cleared 
near the village of Martin. 
 
Today the site is dedicated to the men 
and women who served at RAF Metheringham from November 1943 until the end of the 
Second World War. The airfield was of a standard layout.  Having a main runway, 
aligned almost due North/South of 2000 yards with two intersecting runways of 1400 
yards.  Although far from complete, it soon became home to 106 Bomber Squadron 
which, despite having only a week to settle in, was operational in time for the opening 
of the Battle of Berlin.  RAF Metheringham went to war in 1943 with the first sortie on 
18th November, destination Berlin. 
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The Petwood Hotel – Woodhall Spa 
 
In the beginning it was a case of Waters and Wealth.  Woodhall Spa was being developed 
by a developer (coal mines) when underground springs were discovered.  The Lord of the 
Manor realised the value of mineral rich spring water and invested in Spa Baths and 
Accommodation (Circa 1830’s).   
A wealthy Baroness initiated the building of her home (a Bungalow proposed in circa 1905).  
This was extended and eventually became the building it is today.  Even in WW1 it served 
for a spell as a Military Convalescence Hospital.  Returned to private use at the end of the 
War and in 1933 it became a hotel.  In 1942 it became home to Officers of 97 Sqn and 619 
Sqn.  617 Sqn (The Dambusters) moved in following 97 and 619 Sqns move to RAF 
Coningsby, dates unknown however, it was before 17th May 1943 when Operation Chastise 
was in operation with depositing the Bouncing Bombs on 3 German Dams.  Join the outing 
to glean the detailed history of this wonderful venue. 
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International Bomber Command Centre (IBCC) – 10th August 2022 

ABOUT THE THE INTERNATIONAL BOMBER COMMAND CENTRE 
The International Bomber Command Centre (IBCC) 
has been created to provide a world-class facility to 
serve as a point for recognition, remembrance and 
reconciliation for Bomber Command. 
 
Lincoln has been chosen for the site as it provides a 
central point for all 27 bases that earned Lincolnshire the 
title of ‘Bomber County’. 
Lincoln’s Cathedral provided a landmark for crews both 
leaving and returning from missions and, for those who 
failed to return, the Cathedral was often their last image 
of home.  The county housed over a third of all the WWII 
Bomber Command Stations, making it the ideal home for 
this commemoration of the bravery of the men of Bomber 
Command. 
The IBCC provides one of the most comprehensive 
records of Bomber Command in the world and will 
ensure that generations to come can learn of their vital 
role in protecting the freedom we enjoy today. 
 
The International Bomber Command Centre is a 
World-Class facility acknowledging the efforts of 
Bomber Command During WWII. The project also 
covers the stories of those who suffered as a result of 
the bombing campaigns and those whose survival was 
guaranteed by the humanitarian operations of Bomber 
Command.  During WWII over a million men and 
women served or supported Bomber Command.  They 
came from 62 nations across the world and were 
united in their efforts to protect the freedom we enjoy 
today.  The service included Aircrew, Ground Crew, 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, Auxiliary Air Transport, 
Auxiliary Transport Services, NAAFI and many others. 
 
THE LINCOLNSHIRE PEACE GARDEN 
Includes 27 native trees marking each of the 
operational Bomber Command stations in the county 
during the war.  Interpretation, both digital and 
physical, will help you to trace the history of each 
station and the Squadrons that were stationed there. 
 
THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE GARDEN 
Pays homage to the 62 nations who served or supported the Command.  Covering 5 
continents, the stories of their involvement is one that is rarely known.  Use the IBCC app 
to discover more about the range of nations and the contribution they made. 
 


