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Newsletter January 2022 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Having just seen off one of our most challenging years, we are about to embark on another year in 
which we are filled with hope.  
 
We are now almost back to normal activities and the committee have spent considerable time and 
effort into organising a full programme of events.  Like last year we have produced a pocket-sized 
card listing most of what we are up to, which you will find enclosed with this newsletter.  Keep it 
handy so as not to miss anything!  I am keeping my fingers crossed that it lasts longer than last 
year’s which we had to abandon in March.  Forget I said that; we must look forward not back!   
  
Despite the setbacks we have endured over the last months, we are in a much better position to face 
the future.  You will have read in recent newsletters about additions to our fund-raising materials. 
This has involved some cost and helped to deplete our cash reserves, but we hope we will more 
than recover that in improvements in the future.  We are planning on starting a One Hundred Club 
in the near year, allowing participants to make a regular donation to our funds.  But more of that 
later.  We would like however, to see more members electing to join the Amazon Smile or the Easy 
Fundraising Schemes.  Those two schemes have raised around two hundred pounds this year.  We 
have also received donations directly from members amounting to another five hundred pounds, of 
which I thank you most sincerely. 
 
We have also started a minibus service to enable our more vulnerable members to attend meetings. 
This alone has resulted in at least another eight members attending meetings who would otherwise 
find it difficult.  Here we must thank SERVE for their cooperation in this and their driver Rick who we 
co -opted as member to oil the wheels a bit!  This he was more than happy to do, having attended 
our functions in the past.  
 
I don’t want to dwell on finance here, since it will all come out in our AGM to be held soon, (notice 
below) but the committee have decided to make a token charge of £1 per member for each meeting 
and £2 for non-members.  This is purely to help defray branch running expense and will commence 
with our January meeting.  As you will appreciate running the branch is not without considerable cost 
and all these efforts add up to improve our financial viability.  You will be pleased to know that our 
two Branch collections held at Rushden Lakes recently raised a little over a thousand pounds – well 
worth braving the cold for!   
 
Finally, I must thank all our members for their continued support throughout the last year.  Without 
your backing, our branch and our welfare work will cease to exist.  So please continue to support us 
in any way you can and keep our branch up to scratch for 2022 and the future. 
 
Happy New Year and Keep Safe. 
 
Kind Regards  

 
Bernard Lines  
Branch Chairman 
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Best Wishes from our Association 
Headquarters  
 
 
 
Dear Member,  
 
As 2021 has drawn to a close, we're reflecting on another 
fantastic year for the Association - despite difficult 
circumstances. However, you have supported us throughout 
the year: whether as part of a local branch, by donating to an 
appeal, by taking part in a fundraising event or challenge, or 
by volunteering to support one of our vital welfare services, 
we couldn't have done it without you. Thank you.  

 
In December, Parcels packed with festive goodies wound their way to more than 1,200 RAF 
personnel who were on operational duty on Christmas Day.  Our biggest-ever parcel distribution 
drive delivered gifts to 23 UK and overseas RAF stations to remind workers that their efforts are 
appreciated.  Personnel received the hampers containing biscuits, jam, stationery, and other treats.  
 
"The parcels are just a small way in which we can recognise and say thank you to all those 
who are on duty at home and abroad this Christmas" - Cleo Whitehead, RAF Association 
Wellbeing Services Officer. 
 

Matters arising from the November/December Committee Meetings 
 
The following matters were discussed at the Committee Meetings held on 5th November and 10th 
December. 
The ASDA collection on 23rd October raised £750.00 for the annual WINGS APPEAL.  In addition, 
a collection was held at Rushden Lakes on 20th November which raised £512.33 for branch funds. 
 
Branch Display Equipment.  The Vice President confirmed that two Blade Flags, including poles, 
stands and water fill weights had been purchased from BannerBuzz, for £245.00, a discount of 
30%.  The purchase of a Branch Gazebo is in abeyance.  The Treasurer informed the Committee 
that she has a suitable one that the Branch can use.  If this proves to be a success, display 
banners advertising the Branch will be bought to attach to the Gazebo.  In addition, the Chairman 
reported that some donated items had been sold for £250.00.  This will help pay for Display 
Equipment. 
 
SERVE Minibus.  The Chairman confirmed that SERVE have agreed to the Branch using their 
minibus to transport members who have no transport, to attend Branch Meetings.  No fee will be 
charged but the Branch will donate to Serve for fuel used.  A SERVE volunteer driver, Rick 
Watson, has joined the Branch as an Associate Member and will drive the minibus.  It was agreed 
that, by way of thanks, the Branch would pay for his Summer and Christmas Social. 
 
Branch Insurance.  The Treasurer confirmed that Insurance to cover the Branch for Public Liability, 
Trustee Indemnity and Branch Equipment had been purchased from Ecclesiastical Insurance.  The 
cost will be £253.96 per annum. 
 
Speakers at Branch Meetings for 2022.  The Chairman confirmed that the Branch Meeting’s 
Programme had been finalised and that Programme Cards would be available at the next Branch 
Meeting and the AGM.   
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Remembrance Sunday.  The Chairman and Committee would like to thank all Branch Members, 
who laid wreaths on behalf of the Branch, for their act of Remembrance. 
 
New Member.  The Membership Secretary informed the Committee that Mark Goozee, a former 
serving member of the RAF had joined the Branch. 
 
100 Club.  The Treasurer proposed the setting up of a 100 Club to raise funds for the running of 
the Branch.  The cost would be £2.00 per month, £24.00 per year.  Prize money, 1st Prize 25%, 2nd 
15% and 3rd 10%.  The remaining 50% used for the running of the Branch.  It will be open to all 
Members, Family and Friends.  If you would like further details, please contact Carol Easton. 
 
RAFA Treasurer Training.  Carol Easton confirmed that she had attended and completed, via 
Zoom, the RAFA Treasurer training course. 
 
Welfare Officer Training.  Pauline and Richard Cook confirmed that they had both completed and 
passed the RAFA Welfare Officer training course.  Pauline is therefore confirmed as the Branch 
Welfare Officer with Richard confirmed as the Deputy Branch Welfare Officer. 
 
Armed Forces Day Parade.  The Parade will take place on Saturday 25th June 2022.  The Branch 
Standard will join the Parade and Branch Members are invited to take part.  The Parade will finish 
at the Station, which will be open, with stalls and entertainment throughout the day.  The Branch 
will provide a stall. 
 
Annual Branch Band Concert.  Unfortunately, the Annual Branch Band Concert planned for 2022 
will not go ahead.  The ongoing Covid pandemic and the uncertainty it has caused, has made it 
impossible to make plans for this event to happen.  We hope to be able to have a Concert in 2023. 
 

Annual General Meeting  
 
We hereby give all members formal notice of the Annual General Meeting of the RAFA Rushden 
& District Branch to take place on Tuesday 8th February 2022 at the Rushden Rugby Club, 
Bedford Road, NN10 0SA at 7.30pm, subject to any COVID Restrictions.  As before, you are 
invited to attend and any matters or proposals you would like to raise, please forward them to 
the Chairman before the meeting, either by email, post, or telephone, at least seven days prior 
to the meeting.  
 
The meeting is required by association rules to annually re-elect the main officers. They are 
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Welfare Officer, and the President three yearly.  
Although that position is not due for re-election until 2023. 
 
The current holders of these posts are all listed at the end of this newsletter, and they have all 
expressed a desire to continue in post. That is except the Vice Chairman position which is vacant, 
and nominations are therefore open for this post.  
 
Additionally, we have the following non-elected posts, which do not have to be subject to any election 
at the AGM; they do however have to be approved by the committee.  They are Chaplain and 
Assistant, Standard Bearer and deputy, Media Representative and Vice President.   Current holders 
are also listed below.   
 
Any further matters for discussion, or nominations should be submitted in writing to the Chairman as 
stated above.  
 
Light Refreshments will be provided during the evening.  
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Membership Renewals and Fees 2021 
 
I would like to remind all Members that renewals are required for 2022, especially those who were 
due in December 2021.  Headquarters would prefer you to renew online if possible.  Since you may 
not be able to do this, you can send your appropriate fee to our Membership Secretary who will be 
happy to process it for you.  Cheques should be made payable to the “Royal Air Forces Association” 
and sent to Richard Cook at 2 Presland Way, Irthlingborough, Wellingborough, Northants NN9 5UL. 
 
Membership Fees are Annual Ordinary Membership - £24.50; Ordinary 4 Years - £92.00; Associate 
1 Year - £13.00, including Air Mail - £17.00; Associate 4 Year £52.00, including Air Mail - £66.00.  
 
Christmas Social with Entertainment 

 
What a great Christmas Social Gathering at the Rugby Club on Tuesday 14th December that proved 
to be very successful with doors opening at 7 pm, and the meal being served at 7.45pm. 
 
Our President Paul began the proceedings by reciting our dedication and Pauline, Asst. Chaplain 
gave the blessing for the meal.  There were 40 guests, and it was great to hear the chatter throughout 
the evening, which was inspiring and funny at times.  We were also inspired by the night’s 
entertainment provided by ‘The Paul Needle Quartet’, which was a combination of light jazz and 
Christmas favourites.  The evening finished well after 10pm. 
 
We mustn’t forget to say ‘Thank You’ to our host for the evening.  The venue was excellent with good 
bar facilities for everyone, and not forgetting our Chef Joan and her staff, Anne & Sue, and her other 
volunteers.  Everything was wonderfully cooked, great variety, and first-class desserts, cheese and 
biscuits and mince pies.  
 
Speaker Meeting - 9th November - Eddie Blunt –  
Presented an Alphabetical Journey of Discovery 

 
Eddie Blunt is an Artist, Author and Speaker who was born in 
Northamptonshire and has lived and worked in the county. He started 
his work in the County Education Department and became the first 
Bursar of the Moulton Agricultural College at Moulton and after which 
he worked with elderly and disabled people in the Welfare and Social 
Services Department. He then took a leap of faith and started his own 
Travel business - Carefree Holidays - to help older and disabled people 

of all ages to enjoy just that. Since retiring he has several hobbies and enjoys art and particularly 
writing and has become a published author of several historical books on the county in various 
subjects. This evening was about exploring the county's rich history through an alphabetical journey 
from A – Z. 
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A - Aynho Village, known as the Apricot Village. For 
the last 350 years and its history being dominated by 
the Cartwright family whose descendants endowed the 
village with a school and encouraged the cultivation of 
apricots. They rebuilt the church, and the family 
mansion of Aynho Park. During English Civil War, 
when the Royalists took command of the house, 
appreciating its strategic positioning. After Cromwell 

started to gain control, the Royalists left, burning the house to prevent the Parliamentarians from 
using its strategic advantage. After the war, the King compensated the Cartwrights, and the house 
was rebuilt, and today it is in private hands. 
 

B - Bridges in Northamptonshire – The Harringworth Viaduct was built during 1878 and crosses 
the River Weiland and is still in use today. The Nene Arches Bridge, Thrapston has medieval 
origins and was probably rebuilt in 1795, with 24 arches. The arrival of the railways in the 1840's 
reduced the bridge to the present day “nine arches”. Lastly, the Solomon’s Bridge at Cosgrove 
which crosses the Grand Union Canal which was built around 1790. 

 
C - Canals - It’s the Grand Union Canal that flows through Northamptonshire. The Northampton Arm 
leaves the Grand Union Canal mainline at Gayton Junction and joins the River Nene in the centre of 
Northampton. 
 

D - Dovecotes at Newton in the Willows, Apethorpe and Furtho. Dovecotes were built to farm 
pigeons. 

 
E - Easton Neston - was built in 1702 by Hawksmoor who had been 
an apprentice to Wren. The house has been in private ownership ever 
since it opened and has not been open to the public, hence little is 
known about it. It is currently owned by Leon Max, a Russian fashion 
tycoon who bought it for around £25m in 2005. 
 
F - Faxton which is an abandoned village in the county of 
Northamptonshire. Nearby are the villages of Old Lamport and 

Mawsley and the Northampton & Lamport Railway. It is believed that the name Faxton comes from 
the Scandinavian Fakr and the Anglo-Saxon tun, meaning Fakr's Farm. Faxton's most famous 
resident was Sir Augustine Nichols, a judge of the Court of Common Pleas under James I of England. 
He was a Knight of the Bath, born in Faxton in 1559; he died in 1616. 
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G - Ghosts. Northampton claims many haunted sites including the Talbot 
Hotel at Oundle where it is said that Mary, Queen of Scots was held 
prisoner at the nearby Fotheringhay Castle and where she was also 
executed. The staircase at the Talbot Hotel is thought to have come from 
Fotheringhay Castle, and it is said that Mary walked to her execution down 
those stairs, and she has been seen to walk them.  
 

H - Houses (known as the County of Spires & Squires) - The county has many notable properties 
such as Sulgrave Manor, Althorp House, Boughton House, Drayton Manor, Rockingham Castle, 
Lamport Hall and Castle Ashby. Sulgrave Manor for instance, is a mid-16th century Tudor Hall 
house built by Lawrence Washington, the great-great-great-great grandfather of George 
Washington, first President of the United States. Althorp House is the stately home of the Earl of 
Spencer and was the home of Diana, Prince of Wales Spencer. Rockingham Castle is a former 
royal castle and hunting lodge in Rockingham Forest approximately two miles north of Corby.  
 

 
I - Inns - The White Elephant (Inn) public house in Northampton 
was built in 1883 as the Kingsley Park Tavern, a residential club 
for racing people. When racing ceased it lay empty for 18 years, 
during which period it acquired the local name of "The White 
Elephant". The World Upside 
Down Inn was listed in the 1879 
census, this small pub with an L-
shaped bar is near the western end 

of the Market Place and features both stone and wooden flooring and 
may be the only pub with this name. The unusual name is said to be 

derived from a landlord of 170 
years ago called Silas Coggin, 
whose lifestyle was very 'mish-mash', and he coined it to describe 
what customers could expect when entering! The Saracens Head 
at Towcester was built in the 18th Century, and its history goes 
back more than four hundred years and is featured in, Charles 
Dickens first novel The Pickwick Papers.   

 

 
J - Jerry (dog) –This statue commemorates the pooch that belonged to Charles 
Wicksteed, the founder of Wicksteed Park in Kettering. Jerry (1920–28) was much 
loved by the childless Charles, who used to drive his motor car around the site of the 
park with his canine friend at his side. 
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K - Kirby Hall is an Elizabethan country house, located near 
Gretton. This Hall was built for Sir Humphrey Stafford of 
Blatherwick, beginning in 1570. In 1575 the property was 
purchased by Sir Christopher Hatton of Holdenby, 
Lord Chancellor to Queen Elizabeth I. Kirby Hall has been 
used as a filming location in many productions. In the 
grounds you can often see red kites in the sky. 
 
L - Leather - Northamptonshire’s shoemakers have almost 900 years’ experience in making boots 

and shoes. The plentiful supply of oak bark and water for 
tanning and an abundant supply of leather from local cattle 
markets and a central location for trading links has made 
Northamptonshire the perfect place for shoemaking to 
flourish. Over the centuries, the craftsmen and designers 
have perfected their skills, processes, and materials to 
make the finest shoes. At one time, there were as many as 
150 factories in the town of Northampton, and in Rushden 

to name but a few, Sanders & Sanders, Paul Sargent Shoes and DB. Factory Shoes. 
 

M - Market - within the County there are 
several markets and farmers markets. But 
nothing quite matches the unique atmosphere 
of the markets. Many of Northamptonshire's 
main towns still hold weekly markets, some 

having come about by Royal Charters for hundreds 
of years. Farmer’s Markets are also wonderful 
places for anyone looking to shop locally and to try 
out the best produce from the county and support 
local farmers and businesses in their community.  
 
N - Northampton - Originating about 1100 as a walled town with a castle on the River Nene, it was 
granted its first Royal Charter in 1189. The town walls survived until the Restoration (1660) after the 
English Civil Wars when it was demolished because Northampton had sided with the 
Parliamentarians and against the king. The town was rebuilt, and at the beginning of the 19th century, 
the streets of Northampton were lit by gas. In 1838 a lunatic asylum was built. The first public library 
in Northampton opened in 1877 and from 1880 horse-drawn trams ran in the streets. The railway 
reached Northampton in 1845. The Guildhall was built in 1864, and the Royal Theatre followed in 
1884. Victoria Park opened in 1898. The rapid growth in the population of the late 19th century 
levelled off after 1900 and Northampton grew in the 1920s and 1930’s, and today Northampton is a 
thriving town and continues to grow rapidly. Members of Parliament for Northampton have included 
Spencer Percival former Prime Minister who was assassinated in 1812, George Ward MP and Lord 
Michael Heseltine MP. 
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O - Overstone which is a village and civil parish in 
West Northamptonshire. The central feature is the 
Manor, and over the centuries it has had several 
owners. It was originally built for Lady Overstone in 
the 1860s, and the 114-room mansion was a huge 
disappointment to her husband. Lady Overstone 
died in 1864 before her design was finished but her 
husband hated the house so much he refused to 
stay there. Eventually, when Lord Overstone died 

in 1883, his daughter Harriet inherited the property. By the 1920s Overstone Hall had been turned 
into a school, but in 2001 a major fire caused it to collapse. It stayed empty for 16 years and has 
deteriorated over the years. Now developers Barry Howard Homes bought the property in 2015 and 
they intend to turn this grade 2 listed building into 16 homes. 
 

P - Parliament - Northampton Castle once the most important royal castle 
in the south midlands, had a substantial defence as it was surrounded by a huge 
wall and on its side was an extension of the river Nene. The castle was first built 
from wood, then from distinctive sandstone. During the mediaeval period 
parliament, trials, tournaments, and feasts were held here, the castle playing a 
key role in the town's development. Today, the only visible structure left is the 
Postern Gate, which was excavated in the 1860s and moved to its present 
location on the castle boundary wall.  

 
Q – Queen - The conflict of the Battle of the Roses was ended by King Henry VII of England who, 
upon marrying Elizabeth of York, symbolically united the red and white roses to create the Tudor 
dynasty, and at one time lived at The Palace of Collyweston. In 2012 Collyweston received one final 
Royal visit when Queen Elizabeth II who passed through the village on her Royal Tour of the area. 
 
R - Rivers - There are many rivers that flow through Northamptonshire, such as the Nene, Welland, 
Isle, Willow Brook, Harpers Brook, Tove, Jordan, Great Ouse, and Cherwell, to name a few. 
 
S - Spires - St Peter's Church, Raunds, claims to have a spire of 202 feet high. However, the spire 
height, according to a 2011 survey by architect Julian Flannery, is 176 feet (54 metres) high. 
Kettering Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul is also a beautiful parish church with 180 feet 
high crocketed spire that can be seen from many miles around. St Mary's Church, Higham Ferrers 
has a spire of 174 feet (53 m) high. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T - Towers - The National Lift Tower (Northampton) is 127m (418ft) and is a Research and 
Development facility located in Northampton. The structure was commissioned in 1978 with 
construction commencing in 1980 and was officially opened by Queen Elizabeth II on 12 November 
1982. It was designed to test lifts.  
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U - University - The University of Northampton was 
established by Royal Charter after approval from King 
Henry III in 1261. It was the third University in England, 
after Oxford and Cambridge. After being advised by 
bishops and entrepreneurs that Northampton was a threat 
to Oxford, Henry III dissolved the university in 1265, and 
signed a Royal Decree that banned the establishment of 
a university in Northampton. In 2005 the decree was 
repealed by the Privy Council, allowing the then University 
College Northampton (founded in 1924) to gain university status and become the University of 
Northampton. 
 

V - Vehicles - On 24 September 1921, the United Counties Omnibus 
& Road Transport Co Limited acquired the assets of the 
Wellingborough Motor Omnibus Co Limited and was owned by the 
Tilling Group. At this time, the previous livery of blue and white buses 
with red wheels was replaced by the standard Tilling livery (green 
with a cream band), and this was retained until replaced by National 
Bus Company green (and always with a white band) in 1972. 
Stagecoach retains the United Counties name until 1999 and 
continues to operate its services within the county. 

 
W - Walks - Northamptonshire is full of Town and Country walks, like Stanwick Lakes, the Nene 
Valley Way, Irchester Park, Canal Walks, Northampton Washlands and Harlestone Firs Forest Walk, 
Sywell Reservoir and Fotheringhay Castle to name just a few.  
 

X - Crosses - In some Market Squares in 
Northamptonshire there are Crosses at the centre of the 
market, like Higham Ferrers, Brigstock, Irthlingborough, 
Daventry etc. These crosses are the locations of the 
Eleanor Crosses. She was the first queen of Edward I 
who would have been completely forgotten had it not 
been for her husband’s dramatic memorials to her that 
were erected following her death in 1290. Her body had 
to be taken back to Westminster Abbey in stages, and at 
each stage of the journey Edward had a beautiful 
memorial cross erected.  Northamptonshire has three of 
these staging places at Geddington, Hardingstone and 
Waltham which remain. 
    

Y - York’s Brothers Ltd - were a Coach Hire and 
Travel Agents of Short Lane, Cogenhoe, 
Northampton. George York began work at the age of 
12 years helping his father transport goods around 
Cogenhoe, using a horse and cart. In 1924 he bought 
a Model T Ford and developed his own carrier and 
passenger service. He then bought a Chevrolet which 
had a removal roof which he used to set up his first 
travel business. The firm continued to grow and in the 

1940’s they had 15 coaches which were commandeered by the Army. After the Coventry blitz, the 
company purchased coaches to ferry workers to and from Northampton to the rebuilt Coventry 
munitions factories. The Company continued to expand during the 1950's. About 1958, York’s Bros. 
Ltd took over Seamark's Motors Ltd, of Rushden and opened their own garage and booking office 
there. In 1956, a garage was also opened at Barker’s Yard, Wellingborough. York Bros. Ltd. 
continued their local bus service until 1976, when it was sold off to United Counties.  
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Z - Zoo’s - Wellingborough Zoo Park opened in 1943 
and between the 1940s and 1970s, Croyland 
Gardens was filled with the sounds of lions, tigers, 
bears, monkeys, panthers, a baby elephant, and a 
giant tortoise and even penguins. There are many 
stories relating to Simba the lion, a favourite and 
much-loved pet of the proprietor's family, including his 
visits to the pub and days out to the cinema.  The zoo 
expanded during the 1950s, and visitors enjoyed the 
pleasure of the entire stretch of Croyland Garden, but 
by the late 1960s the Zoo was under pressure from 
the RSPCA and matters came to a head when a man broke into the zoo and was mauled by a 
leopard, losing part of his arm. The Zoo closed in 1970 and the Hall and Abbey became the Borough 
Council Offices, three wooden sculptures of a lion, tiger and bear are located on the site for all to 
enjoy, and zoo themed engravings, designed by local children are plotted around the garden.  
 
(Many References were taken from the Internet and edited by the Editor – Richard Cook) 

 
Pause for Thought  
 

Another year has come and gone. 
2021 is behind us, 2022 is ahead. I 
wonder what hopes, desires or 
goals you have for the New Year 
ahead. 
 
Alfred Lord Tennyson says: ‘Hope 
smiles from the threshold of the 
year to come, whispering it will be 
happier’. 
 

I would like to think that our hopes, desires, and goals will be positive ones. We all see things 
differently; some are half full glass people, and others half empty glass people. The first 
glass is a challenge, the second only see problems. Richard and I often say to people, that 
we don’t have problems, only challenges. Why you may ask, do we say that? Well, a problem 
tends to pull you down, whereas a challenge lifts you up to do something about life. We are 
very aware, as we have been through many challenges in life, which could have broken us, 
as I guess many of you have had, but life has taught us to have hope, because as I often 
say, ‘Now is not always. There is a new tomorrow. We are now in that New Tomorrow, 2022. 
As C.S. Lewis says, ‘You’re never too old to set another goal, or to dream a new dream’. 
 
I want to share some words from a hymn that I hope will help us, and to take us through this 
New Year   and whatever comes our way. 
 

Lord of all Hopefulness (vs. 1 and 4) 
Lord of all hopefulness, 

Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever child-like, 

No cares could destroy, 
Be there at our waking, 
And give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, 
At the break of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness,  
Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, 
Whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, 

And give us, we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, 

At the end of the day. 
 

                                                               Jan Struther 
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I don’t know where your hope, desires or goals lie. Mine are in God: ‘My hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness’.  My hope for each of us in 2022 is, ‘That 
God will become a part of your hope and life’. May the Peace of God be with you all. 
 
Have a Happy and Blessed 2022 for yourself and your families. 
 
Pauline Cook 
Branch Assistant Chaplain 
 
 
Your Branch Contacts 

 
President   Mr Paul O’Dell   Tel: 01933 386893 
 
Vice President  Mr. Jim Doran   Tel: 01933 317357 Mob. 07747 464122 

Email: vicepresident@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Chairman   Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 Mob. 07860 252435 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Secretary   Mr. John Gouldie  Tel: 01933 393496. Mob: 07394145435 

E-mail: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Treasurer   Ms. Carol Easton  Tel. 01933 412847 Mob 07922 141589 

E-mail: treasurer@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Welfare Officer  Mrs. Pauline Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant Welfare Officer Mr. Richard Cook E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins  Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant    Mrs. Pauline Cook  Tel. 01933 653677 Mob: 07871 923337 

E-mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Standard Bearer   Mr. Mike Read   Tel: 01933 357304  
Assistant    Mr. Richard Wilmot   Tel: 01933 651997 
 
Media Representative Mrs. Marion Vine  Tel. Mob: 07754 689001  

Email: vine66@sky.com 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 



Jan 11th Speaker Meeting

“Kinky Boots” by Steve Pateman

Feb 8th Branch AGM with Buffet from 1900hrs

Mar 8th Speaker Meeting

“The Lost Lancaster” by Alan Palmer

Apr 12th Speaker Meeting

“Two Crucial Days” by Peter Bates

May10th Speaker Meeting

“Six Weeks in Summer” by Paul Needle

May 11th Outing/Visit

Bentley Priory Museum

May Branch Collection - Details to follow

Jun 14th Summer Social

Details to be confirmed

Jun 25th Armed Forces Day
Page 3Iss 1

Jul 12th Speaker Meeting
“My Favourite Things” by Will Osborne

Jul 13th Outing - Metheringam Airfield Visitor
Centre & Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa.

Aug 9th Speaker Meeting
“Tax, Care and the New Guy”

Aug 10th Outing
International Bomber Command Centre

Aug Branch Collections - Details to follow

Sep 13th Speaker Meeting
“Saints, Sinners, Stars & Scandals” by Eddie Blunt

Sept 17th Wings Appeal Street Collection
Sept 18th Battle of Britain Service

Oct 11th Speaker Meeting
“Jazz in Northamptonshire” by Richard Lewis

Oct Branch Collections - Details to follow

Nov 8th Speaker Meeting
“Biplanes & Triplanes” by Steve Slater

Dec Branch Collections - Details to follow
Dec 13th Christmas Social - Details to follow

Iss 1 Page 2

2022 Programme

Rushden & District Branch
(Rushden, Higham-Ferrers, Irthlingborough, Thrapston, Raunds,

Stanwick, Irchester and surrounding villages)

www.branch.rafa.org.uk/rushden
www.facebook.com/rafarushden

Meetings take place on the 2nd Tuesday of
every month at:

Rushden & Higham RUFC
Manor Park, Bedford Road, Rushden

NN10 0SA
Commencing at 1930hrs


