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Newsletter May 2021 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Well, you will see from our meeting report below, that we have taken the bull by the horns, as it were, 
and booked our comeback meeting for the dinner in August.  I am assuming that nothing changes 
regarding Covid in the meantime, and that we can stick to Plan A!  I will also assume, unless I hear 
otherwise, that we can use the attendance list from the cancelled Christmas Meal.  Some of you 
made payments then, which I am still holding, and so I will carry these all forward, and hopefully add 
more people to it.  As you will recall, it was a very uncertain time then, which reflected in the numbers. 
Now with a more positive outcome, maybe we can swell those this time.  Please let me know either 
way, although we still have plenty of time. (famous last words!). 
We still don’t have anything definite regarding our future meeting venue. However, I have had contact 
with the Bowls Club, and we can no longer use it.  That is unfortunate as it was an extremely 
convenient venue, but I can now renew my efforts to find an alternative. Once that is settled it will be 
our plan to re-engage with the speakers we were unable to welcome last year.  
 
I am pleased to report that Richard Cook, our membership secretary, has made a promising start 
with contacting our older members (that’s most of us!) for updates regarding their welfare.  Well done 
that man!  To lighten Richard’s burden, the list has been spread amongst a few of us, and so 
hopefully we can keep contact with vulnerable members on a regular basis. So you will be hearing 
from one of us periodically. 
 
Let’s look on the brighter side now and hope the situation continues to improve and we can keep 
healthy and so meet up again and get socializing.  Something we have missed for a good while.  The 
only good thing is that it has saved us some money!   
Hope to see you all soon. 
Kind Regards  

 
Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
 

 

Branch Business meeting held via Zoom on 08/04/2021 
 
As usual, there was a discussion around future events, and the chairman reported that he had 
booked the Rushden and Higham RUFC, for our August meeting, this being the earliest we could 
have a mixed meet, under current restrictions. We would make this a three-course dinner costing 
around   £20.00 per person, on Tuesday 17th August 2021 at 19:30hrs. (effectively postponed from 
last Christmas!)  To date, he has been unable to contact the Bowls Club re their use as a future 
venue.   
 
The Chairman confirmed that he had informed HQ of the Branch Committee decision to support the 
proposals of the RAFA council as reported in the last newsletter.  
 
A discussion took place regarding the arrangements for the dedication ceremony to take place at 
Wollaston later in the year regarding the 1941 the Avro Manchester crash. (This is reported more 
fully later in this Newsletter). It was pointed out by Mike Read though, that branch members could 
attend, but only official invitees would receive refreshments.  We were also informed that the 
Ceremony will take place at the crash site, which is on the edge of a farmer’s field, at least 500 yards 
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from the nearest car parking, via a track and over uneven ground and there are no toilet facilities 
nearby! 
 
Marion Vine reported that the Branch website was now up and running as the recent problems were 
now sorted.  She also reported in her media role that, in conjunction with James Nichols, she had 
submitted an article to the Air Mail, regarding branch activities of the Branch, which hopefully would 
be published in the July edition.  The Chairman also mentioned that James had discussed the 
possible writing of an article about the survival and resurgence of the Branch, again for possible 
publication in the Air Mail.  
 
Bernard reported that the Standard Bearer and himself attended Barry Baxter’s funeral on 29th March 
in Higham Ferrers Church.  The USAF had made all the arrangements and provided a very 
impressive Honour Guard. Mrs Valery Baxter had expressed a desire to continue to be a member of 
our Branch.   
 
The Treasurer reported that our Current Account is paying out more than is being paid in, but that it 
is being “propped up” by the Deposit Account. Donations of around £160.00 had also been received 
from members.  That account at the start of the year contained £413.70, most of which was Wings 
Appeal money.  Current balances were £116.68, Deposit balance £12,702.98 and Welfare was 
£2,000.00.  We still held the £538.00 of last year’s Wings Appeal.  
This year, so far, the Newsletter has cost £748.00, equating to approximately £200.00 per month to 
print and post.  In addition, £60.00 had been used to update the Secretarial laptop and £38.60 for 
Pastoral purposes.  We have also yet to receive donations from Just Giving and from Easy Fund-
Raising appeals. 
 
Jim Doran highlighted the issue of the Amazon Smile donation scheme, which most committee 
members had implemented, but so far had not placed an order. (if you haven’t registered yet, details 
are at the end of this letter) 
 
 
Branch Treasurer’s Role  
 
As reported previously, current Council ruling is that dual committee roles can no longer be 
performed by the same person. We are therefore looking to replace Bernard as Treasurer, since he 
currently holds both that and the Chairman’s position. We are therefore looking to appoint a suitable 
person as treasurer. Some accounting knowledge would be advantageous, although Bernard will 
still be on hand to assist. Nominees or proposals for suitable candidates can make direct contact 
with Bernard Lines or the Secretary as soon as possible please.  
 
 

Facebook & Website Page 
 
You may not all be aware that we do have our own Facebook page which Marion Vine keeps up to 
date with interesting articles plus the latest Newsletter.  Please take time to look at it via the following 
link: https://www.facebook.com/rafarushden/.  Simply copy and paste into your browser.  Once in, 
accept the ‘Cookies’ and start scrolling down the page You don’t need a Facebook page to scroll 
down, although you will be invited to login or create a Facebook page, but if you haven’t got an 
account, just ignore it.  
 
We also have Website which you can access via the following link:  
https://branch.rafa.org.uk/rushden/ 
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Prince Philip – The Duke of Edinburgh – 1921 - 2021 

 

 
 

Prince Philip (Greek: Φίλιππος / 
Fílippos) of Greece and Denmark 
was born in Mon Repos on the 
Greek island of Corfu on 10 June 
1921, the only son and fifth and final child of Prince Andrew of Greece 
and Denmark and Princess Alice of Battenberg. A member of 

the House of Glücksburg, the ruling house of Denmark, he was a prince of both Greece and 
Denmark by virtue of his patrilineal descent from Christian IX of Denmark,  
and he was from birth in the line of succession to both thrones. Philip's four elder sisters 
were Margarita, Theodora, Cecilie, and Sophie. He was baptised in the Greek Orthodox rite at St. 
George's Church in the Old Fortress in Corfu. 
 
Shortly after Philip's birth, his maternal grandfather Prince Louis of Battenberg, then known as Louis 
Mountbatten, Marquess of Milford Haven, died in London. Louis was a naturalised British 
subject who, after a career in the Royal Navy, had renounced his German titles and adopted the 
surname Mountbatten—an Anglicised version of Battenberg—during the First World War, owing 
to anti-German sentiment in Britain. After visiting London for his grandfather's memorial service, 
Philip and his mother returned to Greece, where Prince Andrew had remained to command a Greek 
Army division embroiled in the Greco-Turkish War.[6] 
 
The war went badly for Greece, and the Turks made large gains. Philip's uncle and high commander 
of the Greek expeditionary force, King Constantine I, was blamed for the defeat and was forced to 
abdicate on 27 September 1922. The new military government arrested Prince Andrew, along with 
others. The commanding officer of the army, General Georgios Hatzianestis, and five senior 
politicians, were arrested, tried, and executed in the Trial of the Six. Prince Andrew's life was also 
believed to be in danger, and Princess Alice was under surveillance. Finally in December, a 
revolutionary court banished Prince Andrew from Greece, for life.[7] The British naval 
vessel HMS Calypso evacuated Prince Andrew's family, with Philip carried to safety in a cot made 
from a fruit box. Philip's family went to France, where they settled in the Paris suburb of Saint-
Cloud in a house lent to them by his wealthy aunt, Princess George of Greece and Denmark.[8] 
 
Because Philip left Greece as a baby, he did not speak Greek. In 1992, he said that he "could 
understand a certain amount".[9] Philip stated that he thought of himself as Danish, and his family 
spoke English, French, and German.[9] Philip, who in his youth was known for his charm, was linked 
to a number of women, including Osla Benning. 
 
Philip was first educated at The Elms, an American school in Paris. In 1928, he was sent to the 
United Kingdom to attend Cheam School, living with his maternal grandmother, Victoria Mountbatten 
Dowager Marchioness of Milford Haven, at Kensington Palace and his uncle, George Mountbatten, 
2nd Marquess of Milford Haven, at Lynden Manor in Bray, Berkshire. In the next three years, his four 
sisters married German princes and moved to Germany, his mother was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia and was placed in an asylum, and his father took up residence in Monte Carlo. Philip 
had little contact with his mother for the remainder of his childhood. In 1933, he was sent to Schule 
Schloss Salem in Germany, which had the "advantage of saving school fees" because it was owned 
by the family of his brother-in-law, Berthold. With the rise of Nazism in Germany, Salem's Jewish 
founder, Kurt Hahn, fled persecution and founded Gordonstoun School in Scotland, to which Philip 
moved after two terms at Salem.  
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After leaving Gordonstoun in early 1939, Philip completed a term as a cadet at the Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth, then repatriated to Greece, living with his mother in Athens for a month in mid-
1939. At the behest of the Greek King, George II, he returned to Britain in September to resume 
training for the Royal Navy. He graduated from Dartmouth the next year as the best cadet in his 
course. Philip was appointed as a midshipman in January 1940. He spent four months on the 
battleship HMS Ramillies, protecting convoys of the Australian Expeditionary Force in the Indian 
Ocean, followed by shorter postings on HMS Kent, on HMS Shropshire, and in Ceylon. After 
the invasion of Greece by Italy in October 1940, he was transferred from the Indian Ocean to the 
battleship HMS Valiant in the Mediterranean Fleet.  
 
On 1 February 1941, Philip was commissioned as a sub-lieutenant after a series of courses 
at Portsmouth, in which he gained the top grade in four out of five sections of the qualifying 
examination. Among other engagements, he was involved in the battle of Crete, and was mentioned 
in dispatches for his service during the battle of Cape Matapan, in which he controlled the battleship's 
searchlights. He was also awarded the Greek War Cross. In June 1942, he was appointed to the V 
and W-class destroyer and flotilla leader HMS Wallace, which was involved in convoy escort tasks 
on the east coast of Britain, as well as the Allied invasion of Sicily.  
 

Promotion to lieutenant followed on 16 July 1942. In October of the same 
year, he became first lieutenant of HMS Wallace, at 21 years old one of 
the youngest first lieutenants in the Royal Navy. During the invasion of 
Sicily, in July 1943, as second in command of Wallace, he saved his ship 
from a night bomber attack. He devised a plan to launch a raft with smoke 
floats that successfully distracted the bombers, allowing the ship to slip 
away unnoticed. In 1944, he moved on to the new destroyer, HMS Whelp, 
where he saw service with the British Pacific Fleet in the 27th Destroyer 
Flotilla. He was present in Tokyo Bay when the instrument of Japanese 
surrender was signed. Philip returned to the United Kingdom on 
the Whelp in January 1946, and was posted as an instructor at HMS Royal 

Arthur, the Petty Officers' School in Corsham, Wiltshire. 
 

In 1939, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth toured the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. During 
the visit, the Queen and Louis Mountbatten asked his nephew Philip to escort the King's two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret. Elizabeth fell in love with Philip, and they began to exchange 
letters when she was 13.  
 
Eventually, in the summer of 1946, Philip asked the King for his daughter's hand in marriage. The 
King granted his request, provided that any formal engagement be delayed until Elizabeth's 21st 
birthday the following April. By March 1947, Philip had abandoned his Greek and Danish royal titles, 
had adopted the surname Mountbatten from his mother's family, and had become a naturalised 
British subject. The engagement was announced to the public on 10 July 1947.  
 
Though Philip appeared "always to have regarded himself as an Anglican", and he had attended 
Anglican services with his classmates and relations in England and throughout his Royal Navy days, 
he had been baptised in the Greek Orthodox Church. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey 
Fisher, wanted to "regularise" Philip's position by officially receiving him into the Church of 
England, which he did in October 1947.  
 
The day before the wedding, King George VI bestowed the style of Royal Highness on Philip and, 
on the morning of the wedding, 20 November 1947, he was made the Duke of Edinburgh, Earl of 
Merioneth, and Baron Greenwich of Greenwich in the County of London. Consequently, being 
already a Knight of the Garter, between 19 and 20 November 1947 he bore the unusual style His 
Royal Highness Sir Philip Mountbatten, and is so described in the Letters Patent of 20 November 
1947.  
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Philip and Elizabeth were married in a ceremony at Westminster Abbey, 
recorded and broadcast by BBC radio to 200 million people around the 
world.  After their marriage, the Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh took up 
residence at Clarence House. Their first two children were born before 
Elizabeth succeeded her father as monarch in 1952: Prince Charles in 
1948 and Princess Anne in 1950.  
 
Philip was introduced to the House of Lords on 21 July 
1948, immediately before his uncle Louis Mountbatten, who had been 
made Earl Mountbatten of Burma. Philip, like his sons Charles and 
Andrew and other royals (with the exception of the 1st Earl of Snowdon), 
ceased to be members of the House of Lords following the House of 
Lords Act 1999. He never spoke in the House. 
 
After his honeymoon at the Mountbatten family home, Broadlands, 

Philip returned to the navy at first in a desk job at the Admiralty, and later on a staff course at 
the Naval Staff College, Greenwich. From 1949, he was stationed in Malta after being posted as the 
first Lieutenant of the destroyer HMS Chequers, the lead ship of the 1st Destroyer Flotilla in the 
Mediterranean Fleet. On 16 July 1950, he was promoted to lieutenant commander and given 
command of the frigate HMS Magpie. On 30 June 1952, Philip was promoted to commander, though 
his active naval career had ended in July 1951.  
 
With the King in ill health, Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh were both appointed to 
the Privy Council on 4 November 1951, after a coast-to-coast tour of Canada. At the end of January 
1952, Philip and his wife set out on a tour of the Commonwealth.  On 6 February 1952, they were 
in Kenya when Elizabeth's father died, and she became queen. It was Philip who broke the news to 
Elizabeth at Sagana Lodge, and the royal party immediately returned to the United Kingdom. 
 

With the accession of Elizabeth to the throne, it brought up the question of the name of the royal 
house, as Elizabeth would typically have taken Philip's last name upon marriage. However, a royal 
proclamation it was declared that the royal house was to remain known as the House of Windsor.  
 
After her accession to the throne, the Queen announced that the Duke was to have "place, pre-
eminence and precedence" next to her "on all occasions and in all meetings, except where otherwise 
provided by Act of Parliament". This meant the Duke took precedence over his son, the Prince of 
Wales, except, officially, in the British parliament. In fact, however, he attended Parliament only when 
escorting the Queen for the annual State Opening of Parliament, where he walked and sat beside 
her. Contrary to rumours over the years, the Queen and Duke were said by insiders to have had a 
strong relationship throughout their marriage, despite the challenges of Elizabeth's reign. The Queen 
referred to Prince Philip in a speech on her Diamond Jubilee in 2012 as her "constant strength and 
guide". 
 
Prince Philip received a Parliamentary annuity (of £359,000 since 1990) that serves to meet official 
expenses in carrying out public duties. The annuity was unaffected by the reform of royal finances 
under the Sovereign Grant Act 2011. Any part of the allowance that was not used to meet official 
expenditure was liable for tax. In practice, the entire allowance was used to fund his official duties.  
 
As consort to the Queen, Philip supported his wife in her new duties as sovereign, accompanying 
her to ceremonies such as the State Opening of Parliament in various countries, state dinners, and 
tours abroad. As chairman of the Coronation Commission, he was the first member of the royal 
family to fly in a helicopter, visiting the troops that were to take part in the ceremony. Philip was not 
crowned in the service, but knelt before Elizabeth, with her hands enclosing his, and swore to be her 
"liege man of life and limb". 
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In 1956, the Duke, with Kurt Hahn, founded The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award in order to give young people "a sense of 
responsibility to themselves and their communities". In the same 
year, he also established the Commonwealth Study 
Conferences. From 1956 to 1957, Philip travelled around the 
world aboard the newly commissioned HMY Britannia, during 

which he opened the 1956 Summer Olympics in Melbourne and visited the Antarctic, becoming the 
first royal to cross the Antarctic Circle. The Queen and the children remained in the UK.  
 
On 22 February 1957, she granted Phillip the style and title of a Prince of the United Kingdom 
by Letters Patent, and it was gazetted that he was to be known as "His Royal Highness, The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh". Philip was appointed to the Queen's Privy Council for Canada on 14 
October 1957, taking his Oath of Allegiance before the Queen in person at her Canadian 
residence, Rideau Hall.  

Philip played polo until 1971, when he started to compete in carriage driving, a sport which he helped 
to expand; the early rule book was drafted under his supervision. He was also a keen yachtsman 
and Philip and the Queen regularly attended Cowes Week in HMY Britannia. 

Philip's first airborne flying lesson took place in 1952; by his 70th birthday he had accrued 5,150 pilot 
hours. He was presented with Royal Air Force wings in 1953. In April 2014,  

He also loved painting with oils, and collected artworks, including contemporary cartoons, which 
hang at Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, Sandringham House, and Balmoral Castle. Hugh 
Casson described Philip's own artwork as "exactly what you'd expect ... totally direct, no hanging 
about. Strong colours, vigorous brushstrokes."  

Philip's down-to-earth manner was attested to by a White House butler who recalled that, on a visit 
in 1979, Philip engaged him and a fellow butler in a conversation and poured them drinks. As well 
as a reputation for bluntness and plain speaking, Philip was noted for occasionally making 
observations and jokes that have been construed as either funny, or as gaffes: awkward, politically 
incorrect, or even offensive, but sometimes perceived as stereotypical of someone of his age and 
background. In an address to the General Dental Council in 1960, he jokingly coined a new word for 
his blunders: "Dontopedalogy is the science of opening your mouth and putting your foot in it, a 
science which I have practised for a good many years”. 

The historian David Starkey described him as a kind of "HRH Victor Meldrew". For example, in May 
1999, British newspapers accused Philip of insulting deaf children at a pop concert in Wales by 
saying, "No wonder you are deaf listening to this row." Later, Philip wrote, "The story is largely 
invention. It so happens that my mother was quite seriously deaf, and I have been Patron of the 
Royal National Institute for the Deaf for ages, so it's hardly likely that I would do any such 
thing." When he and the Queen met Stephen Menary, an army cadet blinded by an IRA bomb, and 
the Queen enquired how much sight he retained, Philip quipped: "Not a lot, judging by the tie he's 
wearing." Menary later said: "I think he just tries to put people at ease by trying to make a joke. I 
certainly didn't take any offence."  

During a state visit to China in 1986, in a private conversation with British students from Xi'an's North 
West University, Philip joked, "If you stay here much longer, you'll go slit-eyed." The British press 
reported on the remark as indicative of racial intolerance, but the Chinese authorities were reportedly 
unconcerned. Chinese students studying in the UK, an official explained, were often told in jest not 
to stay away too long, lest they go "round-eyed". His comment had no effect on Sino-British relations, 
but it shaped his own reputation.  

Philip was patron of some 800 organisations, particularly focused on the environment, industry, 
sport, and education. His first solo engagement as Duke of Edinburgh was in March 1948, presenting 
prizes at the boxing finals of the London Federation of Boys' Clubs at the Royal Albert Hall. He was 
president of the National Playing Fields Association (now known as Fields in Trust) for 64 years, 
from 1947 until his grandson Prince William took over the role in 2013. He served as UK president 
of the World Wildlife Fund from 1961 to 1982, international president from 1981, and president 
emeritus from 1996. In 1952, he became patron of The Industrial Society (since renamed The Work 
Foundation). Between 1959 and 1965 Prince Philip was the President of BAFTA. He was president 
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of the International Equestrian Federation from 1964 to 1986, and served as chancellor of the 
universities of Cambridge, Edinburgh, Salford, and Wales. In 2017, the British Heart Foundation  
thanked Prince Philip for being its patron for 55 years, during which time, in addition to organising 
fundraisers, he "supported the creation of nine BHF-funded centres of excellence". He was an 
Honorary Fellow of St Edmund's College, Cambridge. 
 
Prince Philip retired from his royal duties on 2 August 2017, meeting Royal Marines in his final solo 
public engagement, aged 96. Philip died on 9 April 2021, aged 99, two months before his centennial. 
He was "the longest-serving royal consort in British history". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article from Wikipedia, the free Encyclopaedia 
 
 

Avro 679 Manchester Bomber Crash – Wollaston, June 1941 
 

On the 22nd of June 1941 at 01.55 LT, an 
Avro 679 Manchester Bomber, L7314 from 
RAF Waddington, which was engaged in a 
bombing mission to Boulogne, in France 
was mistakenly shot down by an RAF 
Beaufighter from 25 Sqdn, RAF Wittering.  
 
The crash site was in a field located near 
Wollaston, North Northamptonshire. Sadly, 
all seven crew of 207 Squadron were killed. 

“Waddington. 22/6/41 It was learnt that an aircraft that had been shot down by a Beaufighter at 
approximately 01.55 hrs. near Wollaston, Northamptonshire, was our missing Manchester L7314 
(‘Y’).  Traces of five bodies were found and the identity tag of Sgt James.  The aircraft was outward 
bound on track at about 6000 ft. It crashed in flames after the attack and some of the bombs 
exploded.” 

The night fighter involved in the incident was from 25 Squadron based at RAF Wittering. The accident 
investigation card (Form 1180) notes that its pilot had been convinced the aircraft intercepted was 
hostile, and that this had resulted in his failure to correctly identify it. He had been influenced by the 
sector controller who had informed him that a bandit was in the vicinity, and subsequently a portion 
of the blame went to ground control for the part they played in the identification process.  Certainly, 
the sector had been busy with intruder activity that night - another Beaufighter from 25 Squadron 
shot down a Ju88 near Market Deeping - so it was L7314’s misfortune to have been passing during 
the alert.  
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On the 22nd of June this year, Wollaston Parish Council are dedicating a Memorial to the crew of 
that Manchester Bomber shot down on 22° June 1941. Our branch will be represented at that service 
by Bernard Lines, Branch Chairman, Mike Read, Branch Standard Bearer, and Wing Commander 
James Nicholls our RAFALO.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leonard Robert Tysoe (91) – Deceased 

 
Leonard was perhaps best known to his friends as Bob.  Following an enquiry from 
RAFA HQ towards the end of last year, we were asked if we would follow-up on 
some lost members. Bob hadn’t been heard of since 2014 and as Life Member his 
Air Mail & Newsletters had been sent regularly.  Initially, after some local 
investigations, he was no longer living at Chelveston and no one knew of him, and 
therefore we thought he had died, but no evidence could substantiate this, and 
RAFA HQ decided to keep him on the active list. 
 
However. M.V. our media representative made some further enquiries which 

established that he had died on 16th December 2012, and that his funeral took place at St. John the 
Baptist Church at Chelveston on Friday 28th December. 
 
 
Can you Help? 

 
We are also looking for information about a former Lifetime member of the 
Branch – G (possible George or Graham) A. Fraser, living formerly in 
Irthlingborough. Again, this is an enquiry from RAFA HQ. He too hasn’t been 
heard of for many years.  
 
If any current members have any information on Mr. Fraser, could they please 
get in touch with Richard Cook, the Membership Secretary? Details at the end 
of the Newsletter. 
 

 
 
Newsletter Delivery 
 
We are always looking for ways to help reduce waste and contribute to Green Initiatives, therefore, 
could I ask you to consider if you are able to and can receive the newsletter electronically could you 
confirm this to James Doran – (vicepresident@rafarushden.org.uk). 
I realise this is not convenient for everyone but for those that already receive via email I thank you. 
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Pause for Thought 
 
 
 

Walking the Walk 
 

Can you remember back to the beginning of 
the lockdown, we had to stay in, but we were 
able to go for a walk for some exercise? I used 
to walk around our garden, and said to 
Richard, ‘The meaning of the nursery rhyme I 
learnt as child and taught our own children has 
a whole new meaning, yes, ‘Walkie round the 
garden like a teddy bear’ (I knew how the 
teddy-bear felt). But smiles aside – the walks 
outside were beneficial to those of us who 
could get out to walk. We probably have 

walked several miles without knowing it. But it wasn’t just about the walking, there was plenty of 
sunshine (vitamin D) and fresh air and the opportunity, if you’re like us to speak to people as we 
encountered them as we walked or those in their gardens. Of course, that stimulates the mind 
(or the little grey cells), and we also take notice of the environment around us. 
 
In the scriptures, we read many times of people walking with God. in the beginning in Genesis 
3:8 at the beginning of the Old Testament, we read about Adam and Eve and after disobeying 
what God had told them, found themselves hiding in the garden. Why? They had heard God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day (you can read more in Genesis 3). 
 
Moving on to the New Testament, we see God’s Son walking around Galilee and the villages. 
What did he see? Did He Take notice? Yes, He saw people with all sorts of needs and 
sicknesses. He spoke with them, met their needs, and healed many, and they continued to walk 
with Jesus. 
 
I’m sure there are those reading this, who once used to walk with God, but situations and 
circumstances of life may have changed your mind. 
 
There are those who walk with God daily. We are a mixture of people, but God loves us all 
whatever, and still invites us to walk with Him, and talk with him. 
 
You can kindle again that relationship with Him, or maybe step out in faith to begin to walk and 
talk with Him. 
 
There is a verse of a hymn which says: 
 

How wonderful it is to walk with God 
Along the road that holy men have trod; 

How wonderful it is to hear Him say: 
“Fear not, have faith, ’tis I who lead the way!” 

 
‘Faith being confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see’ 
 
May God’s ’Peace’ be with you. 
 
Major Pauline Cook  
Salvation Army 
Assistant Chaplain 
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Your Branch Contacts 
 
Chairman/Treasurer  Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 

Secretary   Mr. John Gouldie Tel: 01933 393496.  Mob: 07394145435 
                               E-mail: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk   
Postal Address                     30 Shelley Drive, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8DF  
 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
Welfare Officer  RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 

Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Media Representative        Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
(for Teddy Bears / Memorabilia) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Here is the Amazon Smile account information. This allows us to receive donations at 
NO COST to amazon shoppers.  Just use the link below and Amazon will donate directly to 
Rushden Branch every time you make a purchase. 
 
 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/263072-0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


