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Newsletter March 2021 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Well, it seems at last that we may have some good news. Boris has outlined a so-called road map, 
and if everything goes according to plan, we could be fully out of “hibernation” in the next few months. 
It looks like we may be able to go back to normal meetings in May or more likely June.  
As we have reported on numerous occasions in the past, that first meeting is going to be a purely 
social occasion with a sit-down meal. Let’s not celebrate too early though, as has happened in 
previous lockdowns, but we will keep you posted via our newsletters.  
You will read later in this one, that we managed to successfully pull off the AGM, via Zoom, with a 
total of around twenty participants. There is, however, a bit of “tidying” up to do which is mentioned 
in the report.  
I don’t know about you all, but I will be glad when we can get back to normal. Although how normal 
things will be, we can only guess at this stage.  
However, you know where we are if you need us. And keep in mind what that great character Captain 
Tom said, “Tomorrow will be a good day!”  
Keep Safe, see you soon. 
Kind Regards  

 
Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
 

Branch Business meeting held via Zoom on 11/02/2021 
 

 
As usual, Social Events were discussed and future meeting plans. But as before we can only wait 
until we have news of lockdown restrictions being eased. (Announced since the meeting see the 
chairman’s note above).       
Fundraising had not progressed a great deal since the last meeting, except that one or two more 
donation envelopes have been received by the treasurer. We decided to send out another tranche 
of these included with the March Newsletter. Our wings appeal had not progressed any farther for 
obvious reasons, but Mike Read had received several donations from local traders and would pass 
these to the treasurer.  
The format of the AGM was discussed, which has been reported before. Safe to say the chairman 
had received some eight replies to the returns forms sent out in the last Newsletter and so a good 
response was expected at the meeting. The nitty gritty was discussed as was the likely handover of 
the Secretarial trappings to the successor following the AGM.  
A discussion occurred regarding the branch getting more publicity in the Air Mail. Marion Vine 
indicated that she would like to see the branch being promoted to a wider audience such as using 
individual surrounding village/town dedicated Facebook pages, as well as the Air Cadets and such 
like. Our Branch RAFALO, James Nichols, who has a great deal of media expertise, volunteered to 
help with press releases and media penetration. Both him and Marion would liaise with Mike, our 
Wings Appeal representative as well.  
Regarding Welfare, we were made aware of a member is going into a care home and may need 
some welfare assistance. Pauline had sent a letter of support and will monitor the situation.  
Finally, Marion requested more Warrant Officer ducks which Bernard promised to order!! 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
 
Notes from Zoom AGM 16/02/2021 
 
Attending on screen: Jim Doran (JD), Bernard Lines (BL), Richard and Pauline Cook (R+PC), Pete 
Trafford (PT), Sue Stow (SS), Marion Vine (MV), Paul O’Dell (POD), John Goldie (JG), Greg Scott 
(GS), Nick Beck (NB), plus 5 members attending via Zoom.  
 
Commencement: The Dedication was read by Branch president POD, and a special mention of the 
three members who have passed this year. The meeting was then led by Branch Chairman BL who 
explained the format of the meeting. 
 
Matters arising BL gave a summary of the committee’s reports which had already been given to 
membership the previous month and stated that the recommendations and reports were accepted 
by the committee plus nine other members via post/email. He also stated that he had not received 
any refusals or disagreements from the membership. He did however declare that a period of 
extension to the end of February would be granted to give membership an extra chance to raise 
queries or question any matters relating to the AGM before a final report was included in the March 
newsletter. BL asked if there were any objections so far, to which there were none. BL continued 
with the matter of committee appointments and declared that all agreed to stay in post (uncontested) 
except for the Secretary who was standing down. BL proposed JG for the post which was duly 
seconded by PT. BL went on to state that a new position, that of Honorary Welfare Officer, was now 
required by the branch. RC proposed Greg Scott for the position, which was seconded by JD. These 
appointments were not otherwise contested and there were no objections. 
. 
Regulatory requirements outstanding NB (Headquarters Branch Relationship Manager - recent 
replacement for Branch Support officer)) mentioned that some statutory documentation would still 
be required from branch, those being the Trustees report and AGM ratification, plus the completing 
of form 1056. BL offered to try and get these completed and submitted by the end of the month. They 
would be approved at the March committee meeting before submission to HQ by the end of March. 
 
Other commitments: NB asked about the Branch’s outreach programme. (Phone contact checking 
welfare of members over 65).  Committee responded that no such instruction had ever been received 
from HQ regarding this, but, stressed heavily that PC was already heavily involved in keeping in 
contact with vulnerable members and that James Nichols, RAFALO, was also regularly involved in 
the Branch committee meetings.  NB said he would investigate why the branch had not received this 
welfare instruction from HQ.  It was also agreed that NB be added to the block email committee list. 
 
Closing: BL thanked the membership and committee for their hard work and dedication during this 
exceedingly difficult year and gave a warm welcome to the new committee members JG and GS. 
The date of Thursday March 11th was agreed for the next Sub. Comm. Meeting. 
The Meeting closed at 2015 hours.  
 

Fundraising Update   
 
Over the past twelve months it is true to say that almost every Charity has seen its income diminish 
dramatically, and the Royal Air Forces Association has not been exempt. As a Branch we have 
approached fundraising in different ways, such as Easy Fundraising. This is a scheme whereby over 
4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you shop with them via easy fundraising.  All you need 
to do is sign up and remember to use easy fundraising whenever you shop online.  The seller will 
then donate a percentage of the purchase price of the goods to us at no extra cost to yourself!  It’s 
easy and completely FREE!  These donations will really mount up, so we would encourage members 
and friends to please sign up to support us at: 
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rafard/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-
n1 
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You can also donate via Just Giving. This is just an easy way of donating online and is relatively 
painless!  All you do is log on using the following link and follow the directions. 
 
https://justgiving.com/rafarushdenbranch0519  
 
You can also simply offer your support, by sending a cheque made out to the Branch (RAFA 
Rushden & District) and post it to the treasurer (address at the end of this Newsletter), Alternatively, 
use the envelope enclosed with this newsletter.  If you are a UK Taxpayer, please consider filling in 
the Gift Aid Declaration part on the envelope, this will enable us to claim an extra 25% on your 
donation at no extra cost to you personally.  
If you aren’t donating currently, simply fill in the declaration and send it back to the treasurer.  
 

Goodie bags  
 

Another alternative way that we can raise funds is through the 
sale of RAFA ‘Goodies’. Marion V has a wide range of RAFA 
nick-knacks, plastic ducks, lapel pins, wrist bands, pens etc. 
which can be supplied on a donation basis, and used to give to 
grandchildren, friends, or family members. She can also provide 
‘Goodie Bags’ which contain a variety of items.  
 
If you are interested in ‘Goodies’ or a ‘Goodie Bag’, please 
contact Marion direct on her mobile or email which is listed at 
the end of the newsletter. 

 

Facebook & Website Page 
 
Not sure if you are all aware that the Branch has its own Facebook page which Marion keeps up to 
date with interesting articles and the latest Newsletter.  Please take time to look at it via the following 
link: https://www.facebook.com/RAFARushden/.  Simply copy and paste into your browser.  Once 
in, accept the ‘Cookies’ and start scrolling down the page You don’t need a Facebook page to scroll 
down, although you will be invited to login or create a Facebook page, but if you haven’t got an 
account, just ignore it.  
 
Secondly, the Branch also has a Website which you can access via the following link: 
https://www.rafa.org.uk/rushden/. 
 
Royal Air Force Police 

Royal Air Force Police 

Throughout last year with the lockdown have endeavoured month on month to 
try and explore various aspects of the Royal Air Force family, and trust that this 
has been interesting. This month, I would like to explore the role of the Royal 
Air Force Police.  
 
Following the formation of the RAF in 1918, the new service remained 
dependent on Army military police skills until an integral RAF Police 
organisation could be established. In 1919, Air Ministry Order No 1111, 
authorised the transfer of responsibility for policing to the RAF and the Army 

officer at the Air Ministry responsible for police matters was replaced by an RAF officer. In 1920, the 
Air Ministry approved the appointment of 2 Assistant Provost Marshals: Flt. Lt. F. E. Bishop in the 
UK and one other in Mesopotamia.  
 
The first members of the RAF Police were initially trained by the Military Police at Wendover and 
from these, instructors formed the first RAF Police School at Halton under the command of Flt. Lt. 
Bishop. One of the first instructors was Cpl W. I. G. Kerby, who would eventually hold every rank on 
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the way up to becoming the Provost Marshal in 1956. At the conclusion of the first course (14 
February - 7 March 1921) 15 RAF Policemen successfully graduated.  
 
With the increase in RAF units being established at home and abroad it became common for airman 
from the trade of Aircraft Hand to be employed on police duties and RAF Police sections were 
managed by a senior NCO, responsible to the station adjutant. 
 
Following the ratification of the Anglo-Iraqi 
treaty in 1924, the RAF were stationed at RAF 
Hinaidi, an airfield, situated 8 miles east of 
Baghdad. The unit and vast perimeter were 
constantly patrolled by RAF Police and the 
Indian Army, but as the terrain was difficult to 
patrol by mechanical means, 10 RAF Police 
NCOs, riding large Arabian horses, formed the 
first RAF Police Mounted Section. RAF Police 
were also stationed out in India.  
 
RAF Police became involved in 
counterintelligence in 1929 when the security 
services claimed that the British Communist 
Party were trying to infiltrate the armed forces. 
The Provost Marshal was tasked to ensure that no such elements were retained or recruited to 
spread their subversive propaganda and Flt. Lt. Bishop set about establishing a working liaison with 
the security services in London and special branch officer’s around the country to highlight those 
suspected of being communists. At the end of each month, he reported progress on his inquiries to 
the Provost Marshal, who in turn, briefed the Deputy Chief of Air Staff and the Air Member for 
Personnel at the Air Ministry.  
 
In 1931, after being steered by 5 part-time RAF officers, the appointment of Provost Marshal (RAF) 
& Chief of Air Force Police was approved by King George V and Gp. Capt. F G Stammers was 
appointed to command the RAF Police.  
 
In 1936, RAF Police provided evidence to arrest Dr Hermann Gortz, a German spy and intelligence 
officer with the Luftwaffe Reserve, as he re-entered the country for the 8th time to gather intelligence 
about British defences. After interrogation, he was charged under the Official Secrets Act 1911, tried, 
convicted, and sentenced to 4 years imprisonment. Although, the case highlighted the effectiveness 
of the RAF Police, it also highlighted poor security awareness throughout the RAF. In 1938, the long-
standing wish of Gp. Capt. Stammers for a separate RAF Police trade group in the RAF was 
approved.  
 
WWII generated a need for a mobile tactical RAF Police squadron capable of providing support to 
an air force operating under field conditions close to the front-line. 50 RAF Police NCOs were 
selected and trained, and the unit formed part of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) which landed 
in France on the day war was declared and based its HQ at Rheims 15 miles north of Paris.  
 
War also brought about a rapid expansion of the RAF Police which were stationed overseas in India, 
Ceylon, Malta, Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, South Africa, West Africa, the Bahamas, Gibraltar, the Azores, 
and Iceland and up until the Japanese occupation, Hong Kong, and Singapore. At the time, there 
were 2 variations of RAF Police; those employed outside bases known as provost who were 
responsible, through their own superiors, to the Provost Marshal, while those employed within bases, 
known as station police, were accountable to their own station commander. Those on provost duties 
wore peaked service dress caps and a black and red banded brassard on their right arm, displaying 
the letters RAFP on the central red band, while station police donned forage caps, and wore a blue 
brassard on their left arm, displaying the letters RAF SP.  
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In 1940, to improve security and prevent subversion, espionage and sabotage, the RAF School of 
Security was formed at RAF Halton staffed by RAF Police instructors. The appointment of Provost 
Marshal was raised to Air Commodore and the Special Investigation Branch (SIB) was formed with 
another mobile tactical unit supporting air operations in N Africa, Italy, and Greece.  
 
In 1944, RAF Police took over the Ministry of Aircraft Production Guard Dog School and began 
utilising dogs to protect RAF assets, releasing thousands of airmen from guard duties. Specially 
formed RAF Police Provost & Security units accompanied the invasion of France on D-Day and 
thereafter joined the advance towards Germany. 

 
After the liberation of France 
and Belgium they assisted in 
the training and formation of 
the Belgian Auxiliary Air 
Police Service, staffed by 
former Belgian soldiers, to 
assist with guarding and 
security tasks. 
 
To the left upper is RAFP on 
D-Day directing military traffic 
– Left lower is RAFP Dogs 
1944 - Right lower Belgium 
Auxiliary Air Police. 
 
At the end of WWII, the 
establishment of the RAF had 
reached 1.2 million personnel 

and the RAF Police had 500 commissioned officers (55 WAAF) and 20,000 non-commissioned 
officers (267 WAAF), making it one of the largest police forces in the country, however, post war 
demobilisation soon reduced those numbers.  
 
The commonly used term Station Police was scrapped, and all police NCOs became known as RAF 
Police, wearing the black and red brassard. At the end of 1945, saw National Service introduced, 
the start of the Cold War, and the successful RAF SIB investigation into the execution in 1944, by 
the Gestapo, of 50 RAF officers who had been recaptured after the Great Escape from Stalag Luft 
III.  
 
RAF Police NCOs adopted white caps and white webbing equipment and quickly became known as 
Snowdrops. RAF Police joined the occupation forces stationed in Germany and Japan. In India and 
especially in Calcutta, RAF Police and RMP were at the forefront in not only protecting UK troops 
during serious and widespread sectarian violence, but also providing protection and medical 
assistance to British and Indian civilians caught up in the troubles throughout 1946. Likewise, in 
Palestine, RAF Police were again in the firing-line as Jewish and Arab terrorist faction’s waged war 
against each other and against the British. 

 
Top -WAAF Police – RAFP in Whites   
Bottom – RAFP in Calcutta – RAFP in 
Japan 
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The subsequent growth of the officer corps at home and abroad justified the formation of a specialist 
branch and in July 1947, the Provost Branch was authorised by King George VI, and during the 
same year, the RAF Police journal Provost Parade was published. In September 1950, the King 
approved a badge for the RAF Police, which depicts a griffin passant, the heraldic device associated 

with guardianship, courage, and audacity. 
The motto, 'Fiat Justitia', may be translated 
as 'Let justice be done'.  

 
In 1949, an impressive turn-out of 88 personnel from the 
dog training school appeared for the first time at the Royal 
Tournament in London. The public loved them, and they 
quickly became ambassadors for the branch. The world-
wide reputation for training and use of police dogs would 
continue to grow, during which RAF Police dog handlers would be called upon to train dogs for 
foreign military forces and at home, the USAF, HM Customs & Excise, and an array of other 
organisations. During the same year, the Air Ministry announced that security matters within the RAF 
would remain the responsibility of the Provost Marshal and policing under his control was re-titled as 
RAF Provost & Security Services (P&SS).  
 
In the early 1950s RAF Police began training and deploying locally employed Auxiliary policemen in 
the Middle East, Far East, Egypt, Cyprus and Germany that were tasked with providing security 
protection for various RAF installations. Post-war nationalism in many of Britain's colonies developed 
into armed conflict and the RAF Police played a vital role in force protection and the fight against 
insurgents in Malaya, Egypt, Kenya, Cyprus, and Aden. Indeed, several NCOs were killed and 
wounded.  
 
From 1953, the RAF Police were entrusted with the armed security protection of RAF nuclear 
weapons at units and during transit, a task they carried out until 1997. They were also responsible 
for enforcing security regulations designed to protect the weapons, the storage sites, and the aircraft 
on immediate standby loaded with nuclear weapons.  
 

Since 1944, the day-today routine of feeding, grooming, 
and exercising police dogs had been carried out by the 
WRAF, acting as kennel assistants, from the trade of 
Administration Orderly. However, in 1957, the trade of 
Kennel Maid was authorised and the WRAF serving at 
the Police Depot, became part of the RAF Police trade 
group. The first Annual UK RAF Police Dog 
Championship Trials were held in May 1957; it was open 
to all RAF Police dog handlers within the UK and the 
object was to encourage them to take a keen interest in 
the continuation training of their dogs and to improve their 
overall efficiency. 

 
Part 2 of this article will be published in the April Edition of the Newsletter. In the meantime, my 
thanks and appreciation go to Stephen R. Davies in giving permission for this historical copyrighted 
article to be re-published in our Newsletter to enlighten us on the work and importance of the Royal 
Air Force Police since its beginnings in 1918. 
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Special Notice 
 
A request has come in from one of our members who is a former Boy Entrant at RAF Cosford and 
was wondering if any members are also former Boy Entrants at Cosford. If you were, please contact 
me on 07871 923337 or email me richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
The same person is also asking if anyone is interested in Micro-Light Aircraft and has a Pilot’s 
Licence? 
 
Pause for Thought 
 

The Beauty of Creation 

 
For those of you who have been able to get out for 
walks, have you noticed either in the gardens or 
where there are plants around that the green 
shoots of spring have started peeping through the 
earth. There are snowdrops which have already 
come out. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I do like this time of 
year, and we are already at the beginning of 

March. The evenings are getting lighter as also is the mornings, and it is confirmation that 
spring is on its way. 
 
After being in lockdown through the dark months of winter, we now see the light of spring, 
and we also see light of hope at the end of the tunnel as more and more people receive their 
vaccinations. I guess many of you have had your first jab, some may have had their second. 
Richard and I have had ours, and when we had it, it seemed like a weight had been lifted off 
our shoulders – a step nearer the new normal (whatever that may be). For those who are 
still in the service and still working, keep well and safe. 
 
Still on the thought of Spring, the 1st of March is Saint David’s Day, Patron Saint of Wales, 
for all the Welsh brethren among us. Have a good St. David’s Day. Saint David’s Day is a 
reminder of Daffodils, the flower of the Welsh, but not only the Welsh, this time of year I too 
love to see daffodils, and yes, Richard has already bought me some, I see them as the 
beginning of new life, all plants and trees coming to life after sleeping through the winter 
months. Also thinking of Wales, I think of the hills and mountains, and of course the green 
grass. Richard often says, that whenever he returned home from his overseas detachments 
or postings, many returning service personnel were reminded as they flew into the United 
Kingdom and look down from the aircraft windows of the song by Tom Jones, the welcoming 
sight of the ‘green, green grass of home’. 
 
The Psalmist speaks of this in Psalm 121:1-2, ‘I lift my eyes to the hills, where does my help 
come from, my help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth’. And Psalm 24:1 
also reminds us  
That the earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it…’ 
 
Whatever is going on now, and the restrictions, let us reflect on the wonder and beauty of 
God’s creation and give thanks. Chris Rice, a Christian song writer captures the essence of 
this in his beautiful hymn, ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’: 
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Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not,  
Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be 
. 

Great is Thy faithfulness,  
Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

Summer and winter,  
And springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence  

To cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today  

And bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 

 
Our prayers are with you all currently, especially with those who are sick, in hospital or in need of 
prayer for other situations. You are all remembered. 
 
A Benediction:            Let nothing disturb thee, nothing affright thee, 

All things are passing, God never changes! 
Patient endurance attaineth to all things. 
Who God possess in nothing is wanting. 

alone God sufficeth. 
 

                                                                                Teresa of Avila 
Pauline Cook  
Asst. Chaplain Rushden Branch  

 
 
 
Your Branch Contacts 
 
Chairman/Treasurer  Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 

Secretary   Mr. John Gouldie Tel: 01933 393496.  Mob: 07394145435 
                               E-mail: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk   
Postal Address                     30 Shelley Drive, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8DF  
 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
Welfare Officer  RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 

Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Media Representative        Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
(for Teddy Bears / Memorabilia) 


