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Newsletter January 2021 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Well, here we are at the start of another New Year, hopefully still in one piece! Whilst I sincerely wish 
you all a happy one, I am keeping my fingers crossed that it will be better than last year. Hopefully, 
we will be able to catch up on all the holidays we missed, and perhaps put in some extra ones! 
Owing to the recent raising of our Covid Tier, we are unable to make any concrete plans for the 
meetings and events for the year. We, as a committee, are hoping to replicate this year with all the 
things we missed last year, but we will keep you posted on that.  
I am assuming that we will be able to hold our annual general meeting in some shape or form, I 
suspect however that we will receive some guidance from Headquarters on this. However, knowing 
them as I do, I suspect that might be in line with government, and come at the last minute! 
We have recently received a message from the association president, which we have reprinted 
below. In the meantime, let’s keep our chins up and look forward! 
I hope to see you all soon. 
Kind Regards  

 
Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
 

Branch Business meeting held via Zoom on 3rd December 
 

Social Events.  The chairman reported that unfortunately, the Xmas Social at Rushden Rugby Club, 
had had to be cancelled. It was agreed that the vent be postponed until restrictions were eased. All 
who had paid deposits had been contacted and agreed that they be held over to a future event, 
avoiding further administration.  
Fundraising. The Wings Appeal has now raised £470, and the Branch’s coffers had increased by 
£127. This via donations sent to the treasurer, who also reported that fourteen donation envelopes 
had been retuned. Gift aid declarations meant that it would be possible to receive a further £75 from 
HMRC. Mike Read as our Wings Appeal coordinator had successfully started individual business 
fund raising with four envelopes returned, with more in process over the next few weeks. He also 
asked for some ‘goodie bags’ and collection boxes that he could leave with local businesses. This is 
of course dependent on the required collections certificate. The secretary suggested a postal or e-
raffle for New Year, however this was decided against due to the amount of legal required paperwork 
needed.  
Meeting/ Venues. The Chairman had researched three possible alternatives to the Bowls club; 
those being the Station Goods Shed, the Rugby Club and the Masonic Hall. All have agreed in 
principle for branch meetings to take place, however, amenities and cost vary, so a detailed 
comparison will have to be undertaken and put to a vote at some point. 
AGM and committee posts. It was agreed that having a ‘normal’ AGM may not be possible due to 
Covid restrictions and loss of the bowling club venue, and that a postal/e-mail type process would 
have to be initiated while following correct HQ protocols. Members would be made aware by an 
announcement in the January and February newsletters.  
The chairman stated that John Gouldie, a member who had recently transferred to our branch, has 
shown an interest in the Secretarial position. He also stated that Sue Stowe will be stepping down 
due to commitments elsewhere. The secretary suggested that John be invited to the next zoom 
meeting. The various reports generated from the AGM would be included in the March newsletter. 
Looking forward to 2021. It was generally accepted that even with the new Covid vaccine, matters 
would not get back to any kind of normality until possibly May/June 2021. However, despite this, 
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once the AGM is over, considerations for 2021 social programme, fund raising etc. should be 
discussed. 
 
Annual General Meeting  
 
We gave our formal notice of the this in our last newsletter, but here is a reminder. It normally 
takes place at our February meeting night, which this year is the 16th. Due to the uncertainty of 
venue, physical meeting or Covid-19 restrictions, the actual format is up in the air. However, we 
are still making all the preparations and allowing members the opportunity to participate in this 
legal annual event.  As before, we are inviting you to consider and to vote any proposals being 
put forward either by email, post, or telephone. Send these to the charman whose details are in 
the contact list below. 
The current officials are listed below with their intentions. We have received a nomination for the 
secretarial post and still require a welfare officer and an additional committee member.  
  

Office Name Willing to  
Stand 

Vice-President 
Chairman 
Secretary   
Vice Chairman 
Branch Treasurer 
Branch Welfare Officer 
Membership Secretary & 
Assistant 
Media/Public Relations 
Newsletter Editor 
Wings Appeal co-ordinator 
Speaker Secretary 
Committee Member 

Jim Doran 
Bernard Lines 
Peter Trafford-Smith ** 
Mike Read  
Bernard Lines 
Vacant 
Richard Cook 
Pauline Cook 
Marion Vine 
Richard Cook 
Mike Read 
Paul O’Dell 
Susan Stowe 

Yes 
Yes 
NO  
Yes 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
NO 

 
Additionally, we have non-elected posts of Chaplain - Rev. Rachel Hawkins of St Peters Church; 
Assistant Chaplain - Major Pauline Cook of The Salvation Army; Standard Bearer – Mike Read and 
deputy Standard Bearer – Richard Wilmot. 
Any further matters that Members would like raised, should be submitted in writing to the Chairman.  
All the AGM submissions will then be circulated to members in due course.  
 

Membership Renewals and Fees 2021 
 
Last month we reminded you to renew your membership when due. Since fees were increased on 
January 1st if you haven’t renewed you will be subject to the new ones detailed below.  Headquarters 
would prefer you as far possible to renew on online. Since many of you may not be able to do this in 
which case, you can send your appropriate fee to our membership secretary and he will be happy to 
process it for you. Cheques should be made payable to the “Royal Air Forces Association” and sent 
to Richard Cook at 2 Presland Way, Irthlingborough, Wellingborough, Northants NN9 5UL. 
Membership Fees are now Annual Ordinary Membership - £24.50; Ordinary 4 Years - £92.00; 
Associate 1 Year - £13.00, including Air Mail - £17.00; Associate 4 Year £52.00, including Air Mail - 
£66.00.  
 
From the Desk of the Editor 
 
2020 has been an exceedingly difficult year for all of us, particularly as we haven’t been able to meet 
or share together. With the Newsletter monthly, I am looking for articles, small stories, memories of 
days past etc. If you would like to share something, or have any ideas for articles, I would appreciate 
it if you would share them. Thank you. Me details on how to contact me are at the end of this 
Newsletter.         Richard Cook – Newsletter Editor 
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Wishing you a happy and healthy New Year 
 

Dear friends, 

 

There is no doubt that 2020 was a challenging year for us 

all, with the COVID-19 pandemic and its associated 
restrictions changing the very way of life that we are all 

accustomed to. 
 

For the RAF Association, 2020 was an incredibly difficult 

year too.  However, I am very proud that our research – the 
first into the impact of the virus on the RAF community – 

found that those surveyed are more concerned for the 
physical and mental wellbeing of others than for 

themselves, despite significant pressures in their own lives. 
 

Looking back, perhaps the greatest achievement of 2020 was the Association’s incredible response to 

the pandemic, Operation CONNECT. The Association acted immediately, launching: a telephone 
outreach service and friendship helpline, arranging bag drops of vital provisions to the most vulnerable, 

and keeping us all in good spirits with an RAF-themed online entertainment programme.  These 
services had a remarkable impact on the lives of thousands of people in some of their darkest days. 

This work couldn’t have been possible without funding.  If you donated to an appeal or took part in 
fundraising on our behalf in 2020 – thank you so much. 

 

There were moments of celebration in 2020 too. We commemorated the 75th anniversary of VE Day 
with a special programme of entertainment and a poem featuring some special guests. You can revisit 

the poem here. Our Greatest Salute campaign marked the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, with 
over 6,000 of you sending in your tributes to ‘the many’ to be buried in our time capsule at the National 

Memorial Arboretum. If you missed our video of the burial, you can watch it here. 
Looking forward, we see no reduction in the challenges ahead. It will take the ongoing efforts of 

thousands of our members, branches, supporters, and volunteers to face them.  We are as committed 

as ever to reducing isolation and loneliness, relieving key elements of everyday life which can cause 
pressure, and empowering all members of our RAF community to proudly keep their freedom, dignity, 

and independence.  
Although we still face restrictions as we move into 2021, we do so knowing that, by working together 

with kindness, we will continue to help all those in need of our support. By joining together, we will 
resolutely face the challenges of this New Year. 

 

With my sincerest wishes of good luck and good health for the year ahead. 

 
Air Marshal Sir Baz North KCB OBE MA FRAeS 

President of the RAF Association 
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The Royal Air Force in the Cold War 
 

As the months go on it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to find subjects of interest to write about, 
and the fact that we haven’t had any face-to-face 
meetings now for over nine months and no 
speakers subjects to draw on. With that in mind, 
the thought came to me to write something about 
the Cold War, which we hear so little about, but 
one in which many of us were involved including 
myself, and one that has not been recognised by 
the MOD in terms of a commemorative medal. 
However, in researching information, I did 

discover that there is an award medal which can be purchased from, 
https://www.awardmedals.com/cold-war-medal at a cost of £49.50, which may interest some of you. 
I am grateful to ‘Global Security’ for their insight and detailed evaluation of the Royal Air Force in the 
Cold War which I share with you in this article. Many of you as I have said may well identify with 
some of events.  
 
Apart from world-wide operations, the history of the RAF from 1945 to the early 1990’s was 
dominated by two factors; firstly, that from 1945 until 1969 the RAF was responsible for the creation 
and operation of the British strategic nuclear deterrent, and secondly, from the mid-1960’s drastic 
economies in defence expenditure which radically altered the deployment, the size, and the shape 
of the RAF, as they did for the other two Services. 
 
By the end of the Second World War the jet, missile and nuclear age had arrived. The problems for 
the British Government and the RAF were whether Britain should develop its own atomic bombs 
and, if they were to be developed, what type of aircraft would be needed to drop them.  
 
The Labour Government under Mr Attlee, which came to power in June 1945, decided that United 
Nations organization was not strong enough to enforce any international control over atomic energy 
development. If the USA was not to have a monopoly of the new weapons, then Britain must develop 
its own nuclear weapons to safeguard its own security. That decision was made, after much political 
heart-searching and despite the strong opposition of some members of the Labour Party, in January 
1947. 
 
The Air Staff had, however, anticipated the decision by 
issuing, in the previous August, a requirement for an atomic 
bomb. They had also, in November 1946, issued a draft 
requirement for a new bomber that could deliver the atomic 
bomb. This specification was for a 4-engined bomber with a 
greater range, twice the speed and twice the height over the 
target of any existing bomber. On 9 January 1947, the day 
after the Government’s decision to develop an atomic bomb, 
the leading aircraft manufacturers were invited to design and 
build the new bomber. These decisions, plus, of course, the doctrine of the strategic air 
bombardment, were, therefore, the foundations of a strategic nuclear deterrent force - the V-force of 
Bomber Command, whose creation and deployment was the single most important and costly activity 
of the RAF between 1945 and 1969. 
 
However, the 1957 Statement on Defence cast a long shadow over the future of the RAF. While 
stressing the overriding importance of maintaining the nuclear deterrent as the only way to prevent 
war and reaffirming British military responsibilities throughout the world, it aimed at what it called ‘a 
comprehensive re-shaping of policy’. This meant considering both the country’s economic and 
financial strength - the cost in terms of men and resources devoted to defence in the previous years 
was said to be too high - and, above all, the scientific advances in weapons and missiles that must 
‘fundamentally alter the whole basis of military planning’. The strong, almost dogmatic, emphasis on 

Avro Vulcan 
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missile forces was reflected in the plans for both the bomber and fighter forces of the future. The V-
Force was to be ‘supplemented by ballistic rockets. 
 
The fighter force, responsible only for the defence of the 
V-Force bases since a more general task of air defence 
was thought impossible, was to be ‘in due course replaced 
by a ground-to-air guided missile system’. These basic 
assumptions, therefore, led to two crucial statements on 
research and development; firstly that ‘the Government 
had decided not to go on with the development of a 
supersonic manned bomber’; and, secondly, ‘that the RAF 
are unlikely to have a requirement for fighter aircraft of 
types more advanced than the supersonic P.1 and work 
on such projects will stop’. The P.1 entered service as the Lightning, an aircraft capable of flying at 
Mach 2. Both this radical new policy and its author, Mr Duncan Sandys, then Minister of Defence, 
have been called many things, very few of which are complimentary. 
 

Notwithstanding the 1957 Sandy’s Statement on 
Defence, the RAF entered the 1960s with the clear 
recognition that manned aircraft would remain 
essential for the successful performance of its 
many roles. Developments went ahead in 2 
important areas: a replacement for the Canberra 
and the application of Vertical/Short Take Off and 
Landing (VSTOL) principles to a new range of 
fighter and transport aircraft. But in 1965 the 

financial cutbacks bit immediately into these projects. The TSR 2 (Tactical/Strike/Reconnaissance 
aircraft), which was to replace the Canberra, and which had flown for the first time the previous year, 
was cancelled. 
 
At its peak in 1952, the total RAF manpower was over 270,000 of which about one third were National 
Servicemen: in 1962, with barely a trickle of National Servicemen remaining, it was 148,000; in 1968, 
when the first large scale changes were announced, it was 120,000; and in 1976, when the second 
major defence review had been completed and more cuts made, the RAF was only 90,000 strong 
(in total less than the number of officers in the USAF). 
 
Changed commitments and concentration upon the role in Europe, together with the much-reduced 
size of the RAF, led to a simplification of the Command structure. At the end of the Second World 
War in Europe, there were 10 RAF Commands at home: Bomber, Fighter, Coastal, Transport, 
Balloon, Flying Training, Technical Training, Signals, Maintenance and Reserve (later Home). 
Balloon Command disbanded in June 1945 and Home Command in 1959. By 1968 it was clear that 
the old organization of functional Commands, established after 1936 when the RAF was expanding, 
was no longer necessary. 
 
The major restructuring process began on 30 April 1968 when Bomber and Fighter Commands 
merged to form RAF Strike Command. Air offensive and air defensive elements were concentrated 
in No 1 and 11 Groups respectively. A year later Signals and Coastal Commands became No 90 
(Signals) Group and No 18 (Maritime) Group respectively within Strike Command and then, as the 
Service continued to contract, Air Support Command (incorporating the old Transport Command) 
was integrated into Strike Command on 1 September 1972 to form one single multi-operational RAF 
command at home. 
 
The British Army found itself facing a new situation. In complete reversal of the previous 400 years 
of British military policy, which had been to avoid keeping troops on European soil, it now had a 
sizeable force permanently stationed in Europe in peacetime, and the RAF needed to be there in 
proportionate strength. Once the Berlin Blockade had demonstrated the nature of the threat from the 
East, it was clear that the RAF’s deployment on the old Luftwaffe bases, many of them near the 

Lightning 

Canberra 
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zonal boundary, made no military sense and, in the early 1950s, many of its squadrons were moved 
back to a group of newly built airfields west of the Rhine, soon to be known as the ‘clutch stations’. 
At the same time, the title British Air Forces of Occupation (BAFO) was changed to Second Tactical 
Air Force (2TAF). By the end of 1972, RAF Germany was made up of 4 Phantom squadrons, 3 of 
Harriers, 2 of Buccaneers, 2 of Lightning’s and one of the Wessex. 
 

Between 1973 and 1976, Nos 14, 17 and 31 Squadrons at 
Bruggen exchanged their Phantoms for strike/attack Jaguars 
They were then joined by 20 Squadron which had exchanged its 
Harriers for Jaguars. A fifth Phantom squadron, No 2 Squadron 
re-equipped with the reconnaissance version of the Jaguar at 
Laarbruch. Phantom 
interceptors replaced the 
Lightnings at Gutersloh, 
and because these aircraft 
had a far better range and 

endurance than the Lightning, they were deployed back at 
Wildenrath. This in turn made it possible to move Nos 3 and 4 
Squadron Harriers to where they should have been all along, 
on the forward base at Gutersloh alongside 18 Sqn’s Wessex 
helicopters. 
 
The jointly developed British, German, and Italian swing-wing Multi-Role Combat Aircraft (MRCA) 
came into service as the Tornado. By the mid-1980s, this new aircraft provided over half the combat 
strength of the RAF having replaced the Vulcan and Buccaneer in the nuclear strike role and the 
Phantom and Lightning in the air defence role - one aircraft for what were the old fighter and bomber 
forces. Spitfire and Lancaster in one airframe. 
 
After the expansion period during the Korean War, the 
Government in the 1950s and early 1960s became 
increasingly conscious that the continued extensive overseas 
commitments placed a strain on Britain’s manpower 
resources and foreign currency reserves. To reduce defence 
spending and cut the size of the armed forces (National 
Service ended in 1960), the number of overseas garrisons 
and the size of the remaining bases were reduced. 
 
 

The plan was that troops should be held in reserve in the 
UK (the Strategic Reserve) and then flown overseas 
when needed to reinforce the existing forces. The 
strategic and tactical air transport fleets of the RAF were 
therefore built up to provide the airlift - first the Comet Is, 
Hastings, Beverleys, Britannias and Argosies, and then 
later the Comet IVs, Belfast’s, Hercules and VC-10s. In 
the mid-1960s, strategic airlift was the dominant role for 
the RAF at the time when the V-Force was coming to the 
end of its strategic deterrent responsibility. Transport 
Command was renamed Air Support Command in 1967, 
indicating the widening role of all forms of tactical and 
strategic support aircraft. 

 

Harrier 

Tornado 

Jaguar 

Belfast 
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Although the United Kingdom was declared one of the 
4 air defence regions in NATO in 1960 and made 
subordinate to SACEUR in 1961, it was not until 1975 
that a dedicated separate air defence command was 
set up in the UK, the United Kingdom Air Defence 
Region, (UKADR). This region was established 
because of the United Kingdom’s strategic position. In 
the event of a (conventional) war with the Soviet Union, 
the United Kingdom would be in geographical terms of 
strategic importance in two ways, firstly in protecting 
and safeguarding supply routes into Europe from North America and secondly in its importance as 
a forward base for the United States in Europe. The UKADR was spread from the English Channel 
in the South to the Faeroes in the North and from the North Sea in the East to almost the middle of 
the Atlantic in the West. 

By 1988 the Soviet Union was operating the Russian 
Tupolev Tu-160 Blackjack long-range supersonic 
strategic bombers designed to carry Kickback short-
range cruise missiles. Since it was virtually impossible 
to intercept such bomber-launched missiles, it was 
essential to intercept the bombers at long range rather 
than attempt to shoot down the cruise missiles, the aim 
was to ‘hit the archer not the arrow’ 
 
 

https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/uk-raf-policy-cold-war.htm 
 
The Tale of a Javelin in trouble by Peter Goater. 
 

On 8th May 1959, Javelin XH 834 was on a 
battle and formation flying exercise at 32,000 
ft., when the navigator saw the No2 hydraulic 
pump failure light come "on" followed shortly by 
No 1 pump. Airbrakes were selected on 
immediately, but only a small amount 
extended. The main brake pressure gauge 

indicated zero and a visual check by another pilot of the formation confirmed a hydraulic leak on the 
underside of the fuselage.  
 
Faced with a flapless landing, the crew were diverted from their base at Duxford to the 2,600-yard 
runway at RAF Wattisham. On arrival in the circuit the undercarriage was lowered by emergency air, 
but the nose wheel failed to extend fully, and the wheel was offset by 90 degrees to the line of flight 
of the aircraft. By reducing airspeed to 140 knots, the nose wheel locked down and the pilot made a 
"touch and go" landing in the attempt to straighten the nose wheel but with no result.  
 
When the fuel load reduced to 1,000 lbs. on the port side, the starboard reading was zero (due to 
failure of the gauge) the pilot brought the aircraft around for a flapless landing. The navigator opened 
the hood, which created a dust cloud for a few seconds, and gave airspeed readings. On touchdown 
the nose wheel straightened and as the pilot selected the emergency brake lever and depressed the 
pedals, he discovered that the brakes were ineffective. He closed the high-pressure cocks and 
switched off the electrics. The aircraft left the runway and ran some 200 yards on and stopped without 
damage.  
 
The postscript to this story came out some years later when I met someone who said that on hearing 
that an aircraft was in trouble, all the kids at the school ran out to see the aircraft in trouble and to 
see it create a huge cloud of burnt rubber as it touched down rather fast, because the airbrakes were 
not effective, and that nose wheel was side on and just burned up. Fortunately, no harm came to 
the crew on that day, so a happy ending after all! 

Vickers VC-10 



 
 

8 
 

Royal Air Force Station Gan – Reflections Richard Cook (Editor) 
 

Royal Air Force Station Gan commonly known as RAF Gan, is a 
former Royal Air Force station on Gan Island, in the 
southernmost island of Addu Atoll which is part of the larger 
groups of islands which form the Maldives, in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean. It was built in 1957 and closed on 1st April 
1976. The airfield is now used as Gan International Airport. 
 
RAF Gan was an RAF refuelling and staging post for military 
aircraft on route to the Far East. I was posted there in 1966 as 
part of the of aerial erectors who worked mainly on the main 
Island of Gan, with a small detachment of two riggers on another 
Island called Hitaddu, which was about 7 miles away. This was 
a great posting, I spent about four months at Gan itself and went 
up to Hitaddu nine months.  
 
The water supply on the Island was filtered sea water and the 
Island even had its own soft drinks manufacturing depot. When 
I first arrived, like so many new arrivals everyone was just 

wanting a drink of cold water and as you went into the mess there were a few ice cold stations to get 
water from – with cup in hand, filled with ice cold water we gulped it down, suddenly realising the 
taste of salt in the water, exiting the mess was quick and with consequences…Gan was part of the 
Addu Atoll coral reef and lay below sea level, but because of this it was protected from storms and 
high seas by the barrier reefs that surrounded it.  
 
Having arrived in Gan mid-September it took a little time to settle in being so far from home. Our 
official Khaki issue was rough and starchy, so one of the first jobs was to get the local tailor to make 
a more comfortable set, which was made within 48 hours, perfect fit, and unbelievably cheap.    
 
Some of the antics that we got up to during my tour from our small operations centre was when the 
storms came sometimes the hemispheric conditions would allow us to pick-up the Air Traffic Control 
Tower at RAF Changi, Singapore. Some mornings, when this happened, we would sometimes pick-
up messages from the Changi air traffic control tower. We discovered that every morning someone 
was delegated to do a NAFFI run to get the snacks for the on-duty staff, and when they came on air, 
we would have a little bit of fun with our small Pye-Transmitter/Receiver and call in our orders. Often 
with the response, ‘Who’s this?’ Well, I’ll leave you to think the rest through… 
 
Christmas was special time, and it was traditional for every billet to have its own ‘Billet Bar’ and to 
make it more interesting, the C.O. held a ‘Billet Bar Competition’ and as prize he would donate a 
grate of beer and a bottle of spirits to the winning billet, the competition being judged by himself. The 
bars helped lift moral at Christmas, especially being away from home. Over the few days of 
Christmas, the Station would virtually close, except for emergencies.   
 
The Island had one female on the whole Station, the WRVS representative. We used to joke, that 
the WRVS ran an ugly beauty competition every year, so that the men won’t get carried away. 
Unfortunately, our WRVS hadn’t been long on the Island and she’d found it difficult to get to know 
the men. So, when it came to Christmas, she decided to get to know the men by joining in the 
festivities at the NAFFI Club. It was a rowdy night in the NAFFI Club on Christmas Eve and the next 
morning, she was found tied to the Stations flag-pole unconscious. To say the least, the C.O. was 
not amused, but he also could help but see the funny side of it. 
 
Then there was the Christmas Morning Communion in the Chapel. Sadly, the Padre (the worst for 
wear and tear) tried to conduct a morning Service, but after an hour the service had to be abandoned, 
because we couldn’t get passed the Lord’s Prayer, the Padre kept repeating the first few lines. This 
has had a lasting effect on me personally because every time I say the Lord’s Prayer even to this 
day, I get hesitant in case I forget the words. 
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One of the advantages of been on the Island was the ability to buy duty free goods and there were 
some ambitious photographers who didn’t miss a chance to enhance their skills. Whenever aircraft 
took-off from the middle east on-route the air traffic controls would fax the Island if the pilot thought 
he might have a problem in landing on the Island, i.e., faulty landing gear, engines etc. This would 
prompt a tannoyed message over the camp speaker system and suddenly there was a rush of 
adrenalin as keen photographers set up their camera’s at the end of the runway waiting for the 
moment of touch down in case there was an accident, that they would be the first to capture it on 
photography or film. It was really a sight to behold to see all these keen photographers at the end of 
the runway – I often wonder what the pilots thought as they approached.  
 
The other thing that used to happen was daily checking up on the aircraft due to land, especially 
those carrying families on route to the Far East. Not seeing women around caused a buzz, and there 
was a lottery type system that everyone could enter to act as host to passengers in the 
arrival/departure lounge, just to get a look at the women. Folk would even get up in the middle of the 
night to, wash, shave and drench themselves in aftershave and deodorants, to impress the female 
passengers. 
 
It was after Christmas that I was re-assigned on detachment to the Island of Hitaddu, about 7 miles 
north of Gan. There was a small detachment of about ten airmen of different ranks and from various 
trades to keep the communications operational, and twice a week a landing- craft from Gan would 
bring mail and supplies to us.  

The camp consisted of small number of buildings in which 
we billeted, worked and a small mess for all. Just outside 
the small quadrangle was a large water hydrant tank in case 
of fire, which we used to store fresh fish including at times 
small sharks. Obviously, when Officers visited, the tank was 
always cleared, but we did eat well. On one occasion we 
captured a turtle with the idea of having some fresh turtle 
soup, but it never happened, because when we came to kill 
it, it started crying, and none of us had the heart to do the 
deed. So, we decided to paint a message of its back and 
freed it back into the sea. Hitaddu was a great place for 
snorkelling, the coral was array with colour, tropical fish etc. 

One day whilst snorkelling with a friend we were suddenly shadowed and as we looked up, we 
realised a huge sting ray passing over us – what a phenomenal experience.  
 
Just before the end of my tour, because it was a single person’s tour, I was given the opportunity to 
extend my tour for two years to Singapore, which I jumped at, and in the Autumn of 1967, I flew from 
Gan to Singapore, again on a VC10, landing at RAF Changi, and then onward to RAF Tengah, and 
finally arriving at RAF Jurong, a transmitting station shared with Cable and Wireless Ltd. 
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Flying Blind!  
 
A woman was flying from Melbourne to Brisbane. Unexpectedly the plane was diverted to Sydney. 
The flight attendant said there would be a delay and passengers could get off the aircraft if they 
wished and the plane would reboard in 50 minutes.  
 
On landing everyone got off the aircraft except one lady who was blind. A man had noticed her as 
he walked by and could tell the lady was blind because her Seeing Eye Dog had lain quietly 
underneath the seats in front of her throughout the entire flight. He could also tell she had flown this 
very flight before because the pilot had approached her earlier, 
and calling her by name, said "Kathy, we are here in Sydney for 
almost an hour. Would you like to stretch your legs"? The blind 
lady replied, "No thanks, but maybe Max would like to stretch 
his legs".  
 
Picture this.  
 
All the passengers still in the gate area came to a complete 
standstill when they looked up and saw the pilot walk off the 
plane wearing his sunglasses with a Seeing Eye Dog.  
 
The people scattered. They not only tried to change planes, but 
they were also trying to change airlines!!!  
 
True story - Have a great day and remember. Things are not 
always as they appear, and a day without laughter is a day 
wasted! What would you have done? 
 

Lost Members 
 
We have recently been informed by RAFA HQ that they have lost touch with some members of our 
branch.  We have investigated some but there are still some we cannot find any information about. 
We are therefore appealing to members and our wider audience, who may be able to help. 
 
We need information about  
 
Mr. L. R. Tysoe last known in Chelveston  
Mr. G Fraser late of Scarborough Street, Irthlingborough.  
Mr., Colin Glenister late of Ashfield Road, Wellingborough 
 
Can you help please?  if you can contact Richard as Membership Secretary, or Bernard as 
Chairman.  
 
NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 
 
We are keen to ensure economic running costs of the branch and are asking all recipients if they 
can receive an email copy?   
If you can and would like to and can help reduce costs, then please notify Jim via the following 
email address: jimdoran1@outlook.com 
In addition, could you confirm whether you would like any provided email addresses to be available 
from the Branch only or via your membership account through RAFA?  For Branch only it means 
your email will only be used (in accordance with Data Protection) by Branch officials and not the 
wider Royal Air Forces Association.   
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             New Year’s Quiz!  
Below are 8 different rear engine military and civilian aircraft, can you identify what they 
are? First correct answer gets a 100-piece Hurricane Dunkirk puzzle and the runner up gets a 
very tasty Lincolnshire Aviation ‘Save Jane’ Avro Lancaster cheddar cheese puck. 

                                                   

Please email your answers to 
secretary@rafarushden.org.uk Winners will be 
announced in February newsletter and prizes sent parcel post. 
Good luck and happy New Year!    



 
 

12 
 

Pause for Thought 
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There’s a simple picture here which we can all relate to in terms of a new year. We start the New 
Year off well, often with good intentions, promises, commitments, some people even have hopes 
and dreams, but as time goes on, circumstances of life change, and causes us to forget what we 
had hope for. 
 
Last year was a year that did just that. Plans, holidays, special celebrations and so on, had to be 
cancelled or put-on hold. The Branch Sub-Committee had to change the way it met for its meetings, 
and some of us had to adapt to modern technology as we were introduced to ZOOM meetings. 
Surprisingly, when we got the hang of it, all went well, and now we’re able to meet monthly. But for 
many of us, if not all of us, we’ve all had to adopt new ways of communicating with each other – 
things are different. Life has changed as we have known it – and it will be different in some respects 
when we emerge from this pandemic.  
 
I’d like to think that we too have changed – maybe the way see and look at things, our attitudes, 
appreciating each other more, families and friends, those working on the frontline etc. I do hope so. 
This New Year let us use our time wisely and look out for each other. 
 
In the Bible we read the following three verses: 

 
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

 
I hope that you can believe that for yourself. When we look around the world, we see just how 
much the Nations need healing. May our prayer be: 
 

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

                                                                         Frederick H. Kaan 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

WELCOME to 2021 
 
Have you noticed the word ‘New’? I don’t know 
about you, but when Richard and I get new things, 
to start with we take more care of them, whatever it 
may be, then as time goes on, perhaps we’re not so 
careful as we were. There is just something about 
having something new. 
 
When I get my new diary or calendar to start with 
everything is written in nice and neatly on the days 
and time, but as time goes on, I often just scribble 
in the details quickly.  
 
 
There’s a simple picture here which we can all 
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A New Year, and a new experience for us all. Let us pray that we may be changed into a people of 
the love and compassion that comes from God. Leaving the past behind and moving forward, seeing 
the best in other people. 
 
God Bless you and keep you in His Love as we enter into this New Year 2021. 
 

KEEP SAFE – KEEP WELL – KEEP TO THE RULES 
 
Pauline Cook  
Asst. Chaplain Rushden Branch  

 
A Moment to Remember 

 
As we come to the end of 2020, we are reminded that so many people 
have lost loved ones during this year. AS a Branch, we have lost three 
comrades, and I think it only fitting to remember our friends and to give 
thanks to God for their lives and service in the Royal Air Force. They 
are: 
 
 John Drage        24.04.2020 
 Bryan Helsdon        May 2020 
 Kenneth Edwards (former President)     31.07.2020 
 
Please remember those who have left loved ones behind, may they be 
surrounded by the Love of God. 

 
 
 
Your Branch Contacts 
 
Chairman/Treasurer  Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 

Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  
 

Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
Welfare Officer  RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 

Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Media Representative        Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
(for Teddy Bears / Memorabilia) 


