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Newsletter December 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

I trust that you are all well and managing to keep up with all the changes to the does and dont’s of 
the covid-19 saga.  
Here’s a Stop Press for you.  
We have been informed that we Cannot hold our Christmas meal which we had arranged for the 
15th of this month.  This is due to an instruction from the Rugby union rather than any local 
situation.  However, at our recent committee meeting we decided that we would postpone it rather 
than cancel it and hold it later when the conditions allow.  That would no doubt be in the New Year 
now and hopefully if conditions allow, we may be able to put on some entertainment.  If you have 
paid a deposit and would like it returned just give me a bell and I will arrange it. 
 

In the meantime, sit back and have a good read of our last Newsletter for 2020!  
Let’s all hope that 2021 will prove to be a better year to look forward to.  Until then above all keep 
safe and try and have a good time (subject to all the restrictions!) No doubt at our age we are 
resilient enough to do that. 
Best Wishes for the Festive season, and we hope to see you all in the New Year.  

 
Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
 

Branch Business meeting held via Zoom on 5th. November 
 

Social Events. The Fish and Chip supper had been cancelled due to insufficient numbers for 
financial viability. The Chairman stated that after discussions with the caterer that there was a 
possibility of having a full Christmas Dinner with no entertainment at the Rushden Rugby Club’ This 
would be on our usual meeting night of 15th December. However, some members of the committee 
voiced their concerns about attending due to social distancing and the uncertainty of further 
restrictions.  
Irchester members. We could now confirm that the Irchester Branch had now merged with the our 
Branch and we were pleased to welcome all new members.  
Remembrance Day. The branch distributed 6 Wreaths at the various local Memorials – see article 
further on. (an additional one was subsequently ordered for Irchester ) 
Fundraising. 
Wings Appeal now stands at over £300. It is hoped that the distribution of Appeal envelopes will 
bring in even more. MV has been successful with her goodie bags and poppy appeal etc. Mike Read 
will be approaching businesses personally for funding instead of sending letters and any donations 
received will be acknowledged in the newsletters.   
Meeting/ Venues. 
The chairman mentioned that we may need to find a new venue for our meetings due to the 
uncertainty surrounding the Bowls Club. Alternative possibilities might include the Goods Shed at 
the old Rushden Railway Station, which has good parking and presentation equipment. Other 
suggestions were the Church Hall and Athletics Club. The chairman would investigate. 
AGM and committee posts. 
Due to COVID it is highly unlikely that it will be possible for us to meet for our AGM.  Since we are 
still required to hold one, Richard Cook suggested we should undertake a postal vote. The first stage 
regarding branch officials is included in this Newsletter. (see later announcement) Then in January, 
members will be asked to consider any recommendations to them, and make any new proposals in 
terms of branch business, prior to being asked to cast their votes in February’s Newsletter.  
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Christmas Greetings 2020 

 
2020 has been a difficult year for so many, and sadly 
many will not be with us as we come to the end of it.  
We have been so ‘Thankful’ to the dedication and 
‘Commitment’ of so many people, organisations, 
volunteers and especially our National Health Service 
and our Armed Forces who have contributed to the 
support and well-being of communities and individuals 

using their special skills and abilities to ensure our safety as far as is possible.  
 
Our Branch would like to pay tribute to you all, for all your personal contributions, and we 
know that many of you will still be on duty over the Christmas period in our Hospitals or in 
Service.  Not forgetting our Armed Forces who will be serving both here in the United 
Kingdom or overseas.  We would also remember the sacrifices that your families have had 
to make during this time, and especially the children.  
 
As a Branch we say a ‘BIG THANK YOU to YOU ALL’ and send our heartfelt Christmas 
Greetings and every ‘Blessing’ for a happier and more prosperous 2021. 
 
Annual General Meeting of the Royal Air Forces Association Rushden & 
District Branch 
 
This is formal notice of the above which will take place on the 16th February 2021. Due to the 
uncertainty of venue or physical meeting due to Covid-19, it is necessary to put in place a 
platform whereby all members will have the opportunity to participate in this legal annual event.  
We are therefore inviting you to consider and vote any proposals being put forward either by 
email, post or telephone to Bernard Lines - Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk, Address: 6 
Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ, or Tel: 01933 316270. 
 
The current officials are listed below with their intentions recorded at the recent committee meeting. 
Please let the chairman know of any additions or changes as soon as you can.  
 

Office Name Willing to  
Stand 

Vice-President 
Chairman 
Secretary   
Vice Chairman 
Branch Treasurer 
Branch Welfare Officer 
Membership Secretary & 
Assistant 
Media/Public Relations 
Newsletter Editor 
Wings Appeal co-ordinator 
Speaker Secretary 
Committee Member 

Jim Doran 
Bernard Lines 
Peter Trafford-Smith ** 
Mike Read  
Bernard Lines 
Vacant 
Richard Cook 
Pauline Cook 
Marion Vine 
Richard Cook 
Mike Read 
Paul O’Dell 
Susan Stowe 

No 
Yes 
NO  
Yes 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
NO 
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To Summarise: nominations are requested for Secretary, Welfare Officer and Speaker Secretary. 
The position of President is not renewed at this stage since it is a three-year appointment; and 
so, Paul O’Dell remains in post for another two years.   
 
Additionally, we have non-elected posts of Chaplain - Rev. Rachel Hawkins of St Peters Church;  
Assistant Chaplain - Major Pauline Cook of The Salvation Army; Standard Bearer – Mike Read and 
deputy Standard Bearer – Richard Wilmot. 
 
Any further matters that Members would like raised at the AGM, should be submitted in writing to 
the Chairman.  Those then for the attention of members will be detailed in the January Newsletter. 
 
Membership & Membership Renewals and Fees 2021 
 
As we approach the end of 2020 may I kindly remind all members whose Annual Membership 
Renewals are due in December to renew on date.  Headquarters would prefer you as far possible to 
renew on online. However, we are aware of course that many of you may not be able to do this in 
which case, you can send your appropriate fee and I will be very happy to process it for you. Fees 
received before December 31st will be at the current rate but be aware that they will increase on 
January 1st. Please send me your fee – Cheques made payable to the Royal Air Forces Association 
– to me Richard Cook at 2 Presland Way, Irthlingborough, Wellingborough, Northants NN9 5UL. 
Current Annual fees are Ordinary Membership - £23.00; Associate - £12.00, with Air mail - £16.00.  
 
With Effect from January 1st Membership Fees will be increasing in line with the bi-Annual 
review and will remain for the next two years.  
They will be Annual Ordinary Membership - £24.50; Ordinary 4 Years - £92.00; Associate 1 Year - 
£13.00, including Air Mail - £17.00; Associate 4 Year £52.00, including Air Mail - £66.00.  
 
Del Rowlands, Director of Membership, said: “Being part of our Association has never been more 
important. “Even in ‘normal life’, our support is essential for thousands of individuals too.” He 
continued, “And the camaraderie and RAF connection that comes with membership is extremely 
important.  I am so proud that we are the largest single Service membership association.  We are 
growing, and we are focusing on innovation and engagement for all our members.  I am delighted 
you are with us.” 
 
 

Raffle Prizes & Goodie bags  
 

As mentioned last month, we will be seeking items to support 
the Branches financial situation, to raffle, when we resume 
meetings.  If you can donate a suitable Prize, then please 
contact Marion or Susan, members of the sub-committee, and 
they will be delighted to receive them.   
 
Marion also has some ‘Goodie Bags’ available for 
purchase/donation to aid the ‘Wings Appeal’.  Examples of 
items that could be included in a Goodie Bag are pictured here. 
With Christmas not too far away, perhaps you might think about 
a stocking filler for a grandchild, a novelty gift for a friend or a 

neighbour.  Try and be imaginative. Give Marion a ring, details at the end of this Newsletter 
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Fundraising Update   
 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, we are still anxious to raise funds by any means we can, since 
this year has put paid to all our usual avenues.  There are several ways you can do this, and note 
we have a couple of additional ones. 
 
You can send a cheque made out to the branch (RAFA Rushden & District) and post it to the 
treasurer in the envelope enclosed with this newsletter.  Fill in the declaration if you wish us to claim 
the gift aid.  
  
We’re now registered with Easy Fundraising. This is a scheme whereby over 4,000 shops and sites 
will donate to us when you shop with them via easy fundraising.  All you need to do is sign up and 
remember to use easy fundraising whenever you shop online.  The seller will then donate a %age 
of the purchase price of the goods to us at no extra cost to yourself!  It’s easy and completely FREE!  
These donations will really mount up, so please sign up to support us at: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rafard/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-
n1 
And for each new donor who signs to them, Easy fundraising have offered a bonus of £5. They 
must however sign up via this link which only functions via a copy and paste into your browser 
(Internet Explorer, Safari, Firefox etc) 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rafard/?invite=29LGXM&referral 
campaign=s2s&utm_source=refmailshare 
 
You can also donate via Just Giving. This is just an easy way of donating online and is relatively 
painless! All you do is log on using the following link and follow the directions 
https://justgiving.com/rafarushdenbranch0519  
 
Marion has added links from Easy fundraising & Just Giving to our website & Facebook page. 
Please share as much as possible! 
Both can be found here https://www.rafa.org.uk/rushden/ or separately as above. 
 
Whichever method you use, rest assured it will contribute to supporting the running of our branch. 
In anticipation of your support we thank you very much!! 
 

Remembrance Sunday - 8th November 2020 
 
As in previuos years, the Branch has laid RAFA Poppy Wreaths at the following War Memorial’s by 
Branch members: 
 
Rushden War Memorial  Alan Palmer 
Raunds War Memorial  Terry O’Donovan 
Higham Ferrers War Memorial Paul O’Dell (Branch President) 
Thrapston War Memorial  Jim Doran (Vice-President) 
Stanwick War Memorial  Jim Doran (Vice-President) 
Irthlingborough War Memorial David Maddock 
Irchester    Greg Scott 
 
Our thanks and appreciation is extended to all those members who took on this responsibility and 
proudly represented the Branch at the various Memorials. Such an act represents the high esteem 
in which we remember those who paid the supreme sacrifice that has enabled us, the living, to live 
in peace. 
PS Treasurers note.  Just to remind members that the wreaths are obtained from the local Royal 
British Legion to which we make a donation which in turn aids the work of our sister organisation. 
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‘We will remember them’ 

Royal Air Forces Association Rushden & District 
(Rushden, Higham, Raunds, Thrapston, Irthlingborough, Stanwick and Irchester) 

Remembering our fallen from all branches of the Armed Forces. 
 

Branch 519 Rushden & District encompasses all towns and villages in the area, 
and we have laid wreaths at our district War Memorials to remember our heroes. 
We also remember our Service People of today and the more recent conflicts that 
have caused suffering.  The Association is here to help and support its members 

and supporters as best we can. 
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Tribute – Ken Edwards CBE, MBE – Former Branch President 
 

This Tribute has been submitted by Jenefer, Kens widow and was 
originally for publication in the Salvation Army’s weekly publication, the 
Salvationist.  
 
Ken was a third generational Salvationist (member of the Salvation Army), 
who was born in Caerphilly in 1926.From a young age he always had a 
dream of joining the Royal Air Force and flying.  When he subsequently 
joined, he said that one of his proudest achievements in life was when he 
became a Flying Officer and gained his much prized ‘wings’. 
 
Although he missed active service during the WW 11, Ken still flew some 
its greatest historical aircraft of the time, namely Lancaster, Spitfire  and 
Hurricanes.  He always had that ability to laugh at himself, and RAFA 

members will remember the times when Ken told of the narrow escapes he had when he crash-
landed two aircraft!  That said, Ken was a valued member of the RAF and was offered a permanent 
commission at the cessation of war.  However, after giving the idea some thought, he decided on a 
career that led him in a quite different direction.  Ken graduated from Cambridge University with an 
Honours Degree in Economics. 
 
He married his first wife, Jeanne, in 1949, and together with their young family (a son and two 
daughters), they spent ten years in Nigeria where Ken worked for HM Overseas Administration, for 
which he was awarded the MBE.  During this time, Ken’s love of God and his dedication to the 
Salvation Army was always in evidence, and with his fine tenor voice, Ken became a Songster 
Leader (Choir Master) within the Lagos Corps (Church) of the Salvation Army in Nigeria.  
 
Returning to the United Kingdom in the early 60’s, Ken pursued a highly successful career in industry, 
culminating in his becoming Deputy Director-General of the Confederation of British Industry, for 
which he was awarded the CBE. 
 
Sadly, Jeanne passed away in 2002, but Ken’s faith never wavered and he continued to use his 
business acumen to serve the Salvation Army, becoming Vice-Chairman of the London Advisory 
Board, a member of the Salvation Army’s Territorial Advisory Board; a member of the Salvation 
Army’s Territorial Board of Trustees and a member of the Reliance Bank. 
 
Ken continued to worship at the Salvation Army Corps (Church) in Rushden with his second wife, 
Jenefer, whom he married in 2004.  Here again, Ken led the Salvation Army choir for 20 years and 
was always much loved and respected as a Local Officer of the Salvation Army. 
 
Ken was a devote Christian, and member of the Salvation Army, loved the Lord and saw his vocation 
and commitment to serving Him in the Church both as a Choir Master and a member of the Salvation 
Army Band.  Throughout his life he attended many Salvation Army Corps (Churches) including one 
of its biggest in the UK in London.  That was Regent Hall in Oxford Street, where he also became 
what is known in the Salvation Army, as the Corps Sargeant Major for ten years.  Ken was a ‘great’, 
but humble man who achieved so much throughout life, but always insisted it was his Christian Faith 

and his love for God that defined him and his service and 
ministry within the Salvation Army.  
 
Becoming President of the Rushden & District Branch of 
the RAFA was a wonderful accolade for Ken at the grand 
age of 93 years and he wore his Chain of Office with great 
pride. 
 
Ken died this summer, following a short illness. 
Fortunately, Jenefer was able to nurse him at home, 
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which was for her a wonderful blessing to them both. It goes without saying, that Ken is deeply 
missed by Jenefer, and all the family. 
 
As a footnote to the above, I will add that Ken will also be greatly missed by our Branch. 
 
RAF Apprentices - HALTON BOYS 

 
The RAF Halton Aircraft Apprentice Scheme was the brainchild of the late 
Marshal of the Royal Air Force Viscount Trenchard of Wolfeton, commonly 
known as the father of the Royal Air Force.  He took the ‘traditional’ idea of an 
Apprenticeship and interpreted it in a novel way.  The scheme contained 
significantly more than the seeds for the future growth of a skilled workforce 
and a fundamental building block of the service.  It had a strong and important 
public-facing aspect to it with an offer of a good education to 15 and 16-year-
old boys from less privileged backgrounds, promising solid prospects in their 
service careers and, later, in civilian life.  Meritocracy in the new air service 
was very much a favourite project of Trenchard who arranged that the top 
apprentices from each intake should be awarded cadetships to the RAF 

College at Cranwell to prepare them alongside the entrants from public schools and universities for 
full careers in the service, with promotion prospects to the highest ranks.  
 
Apprentices distinguished themselves in WWII.  They took part in all of the major campaigns.  Sadly 
over 2000 gave their lives, over 10% of the school output at the time.  Their names are recorded in 
a Roll of Honour on display in St Georges Church.  Over 1200 apprentices were decorated for 
gallantry with one winning the Victoria Cross. 
 
When the scheme ended in 1993, over 40000 boys had graduated from Halton and another 12000 
from the other smaller apprentice schools.  Of these, over 20% were commissioned with 110 
achieving air rank.  One of these became the Chief of the Air Staff and several others served on the 
Air Force Board.  Seventeen were Knighted and countless others awarded state honours.  In later 
life many made huge contributions to the country as policemen, doctors, surgeons, lawyers and test 
pilots as well as in the church and education.  
 
A book ‘Halton Boys’ that seeks to tell their story through the individual accounts of the people who 
were there, was published in September 2020.  Written by author and historian Sean Feast, in close 
co-operation with former apprentice Group Captain Min Larkin, this 100,000-word hardback includes 
an appreciation by Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Armitage, also an ex apprentice, and a foreword 
from the current Viscount Trenchard, grandson of the founder.  
 

Credits to former apprentice Group Captain Min Larkin 

It is thought that Lord Trenchards’ original thinking centred around ensuring the service had control 
of keeping Aircraft Serviceable when on operations abroad rather than depend on contracted 
personnel.  The thought process was amplified following the realisation of the enormous benefits of 
Air Superiority in theatre and latterly it became one of our main defence activities during maritime 
and operations in WWII. 
It is worth noting that there seems to be some confusion over when Apprentice Training began 
however, the Ministry of Defence formally recognises Aircraft Apprentices from 1922 and this 
probably came about as follows: 
 
Prior to 1922 ‘boys’ were being trained from January 1920, but the term “Aircraft Apprentice” was 
not used until 1922 when training of such centred at Halton and Flowerdown. 
 
In 1929 the School at Flowerdown which specialised in wireless and instruments moved to more 
suitable accommodation at Cranwell where it stayed until November 1952.  A very stable period of 
23 years for training despite the war.  The name/title “No 1 Radio School” came into being at Cranwell 
around 1943 and was latterly moved to Locking in 1948 preparing for apprentice training at Locking.  
Meanwhile No 5 School of Technical Training continued at Locking until 1950 
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A note about RAF Locking (Weston Super Mare) – by Jim Doran  
 

The Station was opened in January 1939 as No: 5 School of Technical Training to cater for RAF 
and Fleet Air Arm training in the fields of Flight Mechanics Airframe, Engines and Rigging, Parachute 
Packing and Fabric Working.  Also trained were Marine Craft Fitters and Carpenters. 
 
In essence Apprentice Training throughout the Royal Air Force has continued for many years and 
continues albeit in much different formats.   
 
I was lucky to have been a No 1 Radio School Apprentice joining in 1970. The training and following 
service years have been the foundation of my success over the years.  My apprentice entry meets 
up at regular intervals and were due to have had a Golden Anniversary during October 2020 in 
Weston, but this has been postponed until restrictions are lifted.   
 
I am also the Membership Secretary for RAF Locking Apprentice Association (www.raflaa.org.uk) 
and membership is ripe with Apprentices from across the entire 24 years of training at Locking.   
 
It is a credit to the individuals and the Royal Air Force that the initial training, service career and post 
service careers which span a huge variety has enriched most if not all former apprentices.  To date 
I have not met a Former Apprentice that hasn’t done well throughout their life.   
The Locking Apprentice Association have installed a monument at the former RAF Locking site which 
is now a housing area called Locking Parklands.  The monument was commissioned by the 
Association on the exact spot of the gate guardian.  Here are some images.  It is worth noting that 
the tiled plinth is the original plinth in front of the mounting of the Spitfire.  The actual Spitfire (pictured 
below) is now located in the great hall at the Glasgow Transport Museum.. 
 

Credits to former apprentice Jim Doran (219th Entry) RAF Locking 

 
  
 
The following information is accredited to Colin Ingram (88th 
Entry) – Former No 1 Radio School RAF Locking + RAFCAA 
(RAF Cranwell Aircraft Apprentices) and RAFHAA (RAF 
Halton Aircraft Apprentices) web sites.  
 
March 1920 As we all know Viscount Trenchard wished to 
start training Boy Mechanics at Halton but due to a lack of 
suitable accommodation the first entries (Entries 1,2,3) started 
training at Cranwell in the ‘Boys Wing’  

This is the Wheel of the Apprentice 

This is the original Gate Guardian 
from RAF Locking 
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March 1920 Halton was renamed No 1 School of Technical Training and the Boys Wing at Cranwell 
became the No. 2 School of Technical Training, also started was the Apprentice Numbering system.  
 
1919 The Wireless Operator School moved to Flowerdown and re-titled No.1 (T) Wireless School.  
July 1919 No.1 (T) Wireless School renamed Electrical & Wireless School.  
January 1922 Apprentice Training then started at Flowerdown with Entry no. 1.  
Entry No 1 (E & W School – Flowerdown – Winchester)  
Wireless Operator Mechanics  
Attested January 1922 Passing Out December 1924  
(Extract from No 1 Entry Passing Out List)  
April 1921 No 2 School of Technical Training at RAF Cranwell reverted to ‘The Boys Wing’ (Entries 
1BW, 2BW,3BW,4BW,5BW,6BW)  
October 1925 RAF Cranwell ‘Boys Wing’ renamed No 4 (Apprentice Wing) Wing. (Entries 5BW, 
6BW)  
July 1926 No 4 Apprentice Wing moved to No 1 School of Technical Training at RAF Halton. 
Apprentice Training ceased at Cranwell until August 1929.  
August 1929 The Electrical and Wireless School moved from Flowerdown to Cranwell. (Entries 
11FL, 12FL, 13FL, 14FL, 15FL, now numbering 15 – 19) Entry 20 onwards started at Cranwell.  
November 1938 The Electrical & Wireless School renamed as No 1 Electrical & Wireless School 
(Entries 34 – 41)  
August 1940 No 1 Electrical & Wireless School became No 1 Signals School (Entries 38 – 45)  
March 1941 No 1 Radio School formed at RAF Cranwell  
January 1943 No 1 Radio School renamed No 8 Radio School (Entries 43 – 66)  
No 1 Signals School renamed No 1 Radio School  
October 1950 No 1 Radio School moved to RAF Locking  
Apprentice Training continues at RAF Cranwell as No 6 Radio School (Entries 43 – 66) 
October 1952 Apprentices at No 6 Radio School moved to No 1 Radio School RAF Locking. (Entries 
64 – 70 started at Cranwell but transferred to Locking November 1952) 
 

Credits to former apprentice Colin Ingram (88th Entry) RAF Locking 
 

Your Branch Contacts 
 
Chairman/Treasurer  Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 
Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  
 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
Welfare Officer  RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 
Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Media Representative        Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
Teddy Bears / Memorabilia. 
 
 
NOTICE: 
I have some new Ink Cartridge which I no longer need and was wondering if anyone can use them. 
They are 3 x HP 932xl Black Cartridges and 1 x HP 932xl Cyan & 1 x HP 932xl Blue Cartridges. If 
you can use them, Please get in contact with me, Richard Cook, Newsletter Editor above. 
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Pause for Thought  Joy to the World 
We’ve got to December the last month of the year 2020. Many of us 
are asking ourselves where this year has gone. For a good part of it 
we have been on lockdown, an experience which has been so 
different for us all. For some it’s been a time of feeling lonely, for 
others they’ve discovered who their neighbours are. Initially, 
Thursday evenings became a time of giving ‘Thanks’ to those in the 
NHS who were under a lot of pressure daily facing situations they 
hadn’t seen before. People were nice and helpful to each other. Then 
there was the unsung ‘Heroes’ who kept us going during these times, 

the haulage drivers, shop assistants, refuge collectors, delivery men and women, posties, 
volunteers, GP practices, and not forgetting our military personnel who were on the front line of 
delivering PPE equipment. ‘We Salute them All’.  
 
Was there ‘Joy to the World’? Many people lost loved ones through the pandemic, many have had 
the virus themselves and our now diagnosed with long-term coronavirus aftereffects. As a Branch 
we lost one of our heroes, our former Branch President, Ken Edwards. So many people have faced 
other unforeseen circumstances that has cost them pain and hardship. 
 
Now we’re facing even more uncertainty with Christmas just around the corner – many people are 
saying ‘it won’t be the same’. What does that mean? We recognise life has been different this past 
year, and Christmas means different things to different people. Some find it difficult coping with 
Christmas at the best of times, others say that Christmas is all about families getting together, and 
others see it as a time for partying. This year some people are saying that they won’t be able to 
celebrate Christmas with the lockdown restrictions. 
 
However, although Christmas is celebrated in different ways by different people, Christmas will 
always be the same. It’s in the word itself ‘Christmas’. It’s about the first part of the word ‘Christ’, a 
celebration of Christ birth – ‘Joy to the World, the Lord has come’. 
 

‘What is it for?’ 
 

Christmas time, full of glitter and rhyme, 
Tinseled tree, gifts for you and me,  
Plenty of singing and bells ringing,  

So much food on our plate 
We put on weight. 
But what is it for? 

What's it really about? 
It's about a child born in a shed, 
Animals at his feet and his head,  
Muck and straw all over the floor 

 An animal food box for a bed 
To lay this tiny new-barn's head.  

In the wretched cold and dark 
 

Happy Christmas 
 
Pauline Cook  
Asst. Chaplain Rushden Branch  

 

 
This child immediately made his mark 

As he took his first steps 
To the cross made for him. 

And what was it for? 
What was it really for? 

It was for us. 
Enjoy your Christmas, have fun and lots more. 

But do not forget what it is really for. 
It is for you. It is for us. 

 
We hope Christmas will be a ‘Blessing’ for you, 
and as we approach another year, take care, 

and keep safe. 
 

 
 

 
 


