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Newsletter September 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
I cannot believe that in a little more than three weeks’ time, it will be October and we will be altering 
the clocks and the darker nights will be upon us. For us all, I think that you will agree, that this has 
been a very disappointing year, the reasons of you will be aware. Let’s all be optimistic though and 
look forward to a better year in 2021. Before you do that though think very seriously about our Fish 
and Chip Supper I have managed to lay on for October. All the details are below.  
 
Richard has printed a remarkably interesting article about the Battle of Britain, the anniversary of 
which is later this month. Now, unfortunately due to current restrictions, we are unable to have our 
normal morning church service. However, we are going to have a short service of remembrance in 
Hall Park on Battle of Britain Sunday, where social distancing and parking will not be a problem. I 
therefore hope that as many of you as possible will attend.  
This will be at 1600hrs on Sunday 20th September in Hall Park. Hope to see you there! 
 
Don’t forget contact any of us if you have anything you think we may be able to help you with. 
In the meantime, stay safe, keep taking the tablets, and we hope to see you all very soon! 
Kind Regards   
 

  
 
Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
 
Branch Business Matters 
 
The Branch Sub-Committee met via Zoom on 13th August, and as reported previously with the 
current situation, it is unlikely that there will be any branch events for the rest of the year, but it will 
be reviewed monthly.  However, because of this, it was agreed to continue with the monthly 
newsletter as this was, we thought, vital as the main contact to members and helping to support their 
well-being. 
The Wings Appeal store collection scheduled for Raunds Co-Op on October 17th, is still on the cards 
but the situation could change in view of the fluid Covid 19 turn of events.  
Branch Finances were discussed in view of the current curtailed ability to raise funds this year. The 
treasurer outlined the current financial situation and it was agreed that details of branch running 
costs would be circulated to the committee for fuller discussions to take place at the next meeting.  
This would allow perusal by committee members at leisure.  
Any fundraising Ideas from branch members would also be welcome via the usual contacts.  Details 
at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Fish & Chips Supper Evening and Event – Tuesday 20th October 
 

 
 
Further to the meeting above, our Chairman, did a little digging 
and we have been able to tentatively book a Social Evening. 
This will be held on our normal meeting night (third Tuesday in 
the month) by courtesy of Rushden Historical Transport Society 
in the Goods Shed, which is opposite Rushden Station, where 
ample social distancing can be easily achieved.  
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This will take the form of a Fish and Chip supper with a desert. We will provide some entertainment 
and there will also be a bar open from 1900hrs. The cost of the evening will be £15 per head and 
we should commence eating around 1945hrs. The caterers will help with any food allergies please 
let us know when you book.  

There is ample car parking, plus accessibility for disabled persons. The room is exceptionally large 
which allows for adequate social distancing and sanitising stations will be provided.  However due 
to the time of year a warm coat might be in order, although they will provide some fan heaters to 
huddle around!  

Contact Bernard or Peter to let us know your interest as soon as you can please. See branch 
contacts.  

Wings Appeal 2020 
 
Since its beginnings in 1951, fundraising initially centred on the 
Battle of Britain week. However, over time, methods have 
changed, and it has become a whole year activity, rather than 

just the Wings Week in September. 
The Appeal is not only dependent on the generosity of the public, but also on the selfless hard work 
of our volunteers who organise and partake in the fund raising. We are, of course incredibly grateful 
for their commitment and hard work.  
This year, as for many Charities, Covid-19 has made it impossible to raise funds in the normal way. 
That is through our Band Concert, Higham Ferrers Market, and Street and Supermarket collections.  
However, the donation route is still open! There are several ways in which this can be done. You 
can send a cheque to our treasurer made out to “RAFA Rushden” and annotated with the words 
“Wings Appeal” on the reverse. His address is at the end of this newsletter under Branch Contacts.  
Alternatively, you could transfer funds directly into our Branch Bank account, which is RAFA 
Rushden Branch 519, Sort Code 30-97-20, Account No. 00274956, again using the reference “Wings 
Appeal”.  
Whatever method you use, don’t forget to register for gift aid so that we can claim the tax rebate on 
your donations. You can use the form at the end of this letter to do this and it will also apply to any 
donated monies you give to the branch.  Completing this form allows us to claim an additional 25% 
from HMRC from any donation for any cause received by the branch.  
 
As with all veterans and serving personal, there is a comradery and friendship embedded within us, 
with a desire to help and support each other through difficult times, whether they be financial, mental 
health or our physical well-being. And as veterans, we have a duty of care for each other.  A great 
way to help is through making a personal financial gift this year to the Wings Appeal.  Let’s support 
our comrades, not forgetting, we ourselves may well be benefactors one day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Compiled from the Imperial War 
Museum web site: 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/8 
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Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed 

by so many to so few." 
                                                                                                     Winston Churchill 

 
1. HITLER PLANNED TO INVADE BRITAIN IN 1940.  
 
Adolf Hitler had expected the British to seek a peace settlement after Germany’s defeat of France in 
June 1940, but Britain was determined to fight on.  Hitler explored military options that would bring 
the war to a quick end and ordered his armed forces to prepare for an invasion of Britain – 
codenamed Operation ‘Sealion’. But for the invasion to have any chance of success, the Germans 
needed to first secure control of the skies over southern England and remove the threat posed by 
the Royal Air Force (RAF). A sustained air assault on Britain would achieve the decisive victory 
needed to make ‘Sealion’ a possibility – or so the Germans thought. 
 
2. THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN SAW THE RAF TAKE ON THE GERMAN AIR FORCE.  
 
The Battle of Britain was ultimately a test of strength between the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) and 
the RAF. The RAF had become an independent branch of the British armed forces in 1918. Although 
it developed slowly in the years following the First World War, it went through a period of rapid 
expansion in the latter half of the 1930s – largely in response to the growing threat from Nazi 
Germany. In July 1936, RAF Fighter Command was established under the leadership of Air Marshal 
Sir Hugh Dowding. Germany had been banned from having an air force after the First World War, 
but the Luftwaffe was re-established by the Nazi government and by 1940 it was the largest and 
most formidable air force in the world. It had suffered heavy losses in the Battle of France, but by 
August the three air fleets (Luftflotten) that would carry out the assault on Britain were at full 
readiness. The RAF met this challenge with some of the best fighter aircraft in the world – 
the Hawker Hurricane and the Supermarine Spitfire. 
 
 
3. THE BRITISH HAD A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE AIR DEFENCE NETWORK.  
 

The British developed an air defence network that would give them a critical 
advantage in the Battle of Britain. The Dowding System – named for Fighter 
Command’s Commander-in-Chief Sir Hugh Dowding – brought together 
technology such as radar, ground defences and fighter aircraft into a unified 
system of defence. The RAF organised the defence of Britain into four 
geographical areas, called 
‘Groups’, which were 
further divided into sectors. 
The main fighter airfield in 
each sector – the ‘Sector 

Station’ – was equipped with an operations 
room from which the fighters were directed 
into combat. Radar gave early warning of 
Luftwaffe raids, which were also tracked by 
the Observer Corps. Information on incoming 
raids was passed to the Filter Room at Fighter 
Command Headquarters at Bentley Priory. 
Once the direction of the raid was clearly 
established, the information was sent to the 
relevant Group’s headquarters.  

Here are 8 things you need to know about one of Britain’s 

most important victories of the Second World War. 
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From there it was sent to the Sector Stations, which would ‘scramble’ fighters into action. The Sector 
Stations received updated information as it became available and further directed airborne fighters 
by radio. The operations rooms also directed other elements of the defence network, including anti-
aircraft guns, searchlights and barrage balloons. The Dowding System could process huge amounts 
of information in a short period of time. It allowed Fighter Command to manage its valuable – and 
relatively limited – resources, making sure they were not wasted. 
 
4. THERE WERE SEVERAL PHASES TO THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
 
The Battle of Britain took place between July and October 1940. The Germans began by attacking 
coastal targets and British shipping operating in the English Channel.   
 

They launched their main offensive on 13 August. Attacks 
moved inland, concentrating on airfields and communications 
centres. Fighter Command offered stiff resistance, despite 
coming under enormous pressure. During the last week of 
August and the first week of September, in what would be the 
critical phase of the battle, the Germans intensified their efforts 
to destroy Fighter Command. Airfields, particularly those in the 
south-east, were significantly damaged but most remained 
operational. On 31 August, Fighter Command suffered its 
worst day of the entire battle. But the Luftwaffe was 

overestimating the damage it was inflicting and wrongly 
came to the conclusion that the RAF was on its last legs. 
Fighter Command was bruised but not broken. On 7 
September, the Germans shifted the weight of their 
attacks away from RAF targets and onto London. This would 
be an error of critical importance. The raids 
had devastating effects on London’s residents, but they also 
gave Britain’s defences time to recover. On 15 September 
Fighter Command repelled another massive Luftwaffe 
assault, inflicting severe losses that were becoming 
increasingly unsustainable for the Germans. 
Although fighting would continue for several more weeks, it had become clear that the Luftwaffe had 
failed to secure the air superiority needed for invasion. Hitler indefinitely postponed Operation 
‘Sealion’. 
 
5. NOT ALL OF THE PILOTS WERE BRITISH 
 
Nearly 3,000 men of the RAF took part in the Battle of Britain – those who Winston Churchill called 
‘The Few’. While most of the pilots were British, Fighter Command was an international force. Men 
came from all over the Commonwealth and occupied Europe – from New Zealand, Australia, 
Canada, South Africa, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Belgium, France, Poland and Czechoslovakia. 
There were even some pilots from the neutral United States and Ireland.  Two of the four Group 
Commanders, 11 Group’s Air Vice-Marshal Keith Park and 10 Group’s Air Vice-Marshal Sir Quintin 
Brand, came from New Zealand and South Africa respectively.  The War Cabinet created two Polish 
fighter squadrons, Nos. 302 and 303, in the summer of 1940. These were followed by other national 
units, including two Czech fighter squadrons.  Many of the RAF’s aces were men from the 
Commonwealth and the highest scoring pilot of the Battle was Josef Frantisek, a Czech pilot flying 
with No. 303 (Polish) Fighter Squadron. No. 303 entered battle on 31 August, at the peak of the 
Battle of Britain, but quickly became Fighter Command’s highest claiming squadron with 126 kills. 
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6.  THE FEW' WERE SUPPORTED BY MANY 

Many people in addition to Churchill’s ‘Few’ worked to defend 
Britain. Ground crew – including riggers, fitters, armourers, and 
repair and maintenance engineers – looked after the aircraft. 
Factory workers helped keep aircraft production up. The 
Observer Corps tracked incoming raids – its tens of thousands 
of volunteers ensured that the 1,000 observation posts were 
continuously manned. Anti-aircraft gunners, searchlight 
operators and barrage balloon crews all played vital roles in 
Britain’s defence. Members of the Women’s Auxiliary Air 
Force (WAAF) served as radar operators and worked as 
plotters, tracking raids in the group and sector operations rooms. The Local Defence Volunteers 
(later the Home Guard) had been set up in May 1940 as a ‘last line of defence’ against German 
invasion. By July, nearly 1.5 million men had enrolled. 
 
7.  ALL OF THE RAF HELPED DEFEND BRITAIN 
 

The RAF was organised into different ‘Commands’ based on function or role, 
including Fighter, Bomber and Coastal Commands. While victory in the Battle of 
Britain was decisively gained by Fighter Command, defence was carried out by 
the whole of the Royal Air Force. Britain’s most senior military personnel 
understood the importance of the bomber in air defence. They wrote on 25 May: 
‘We cannot resist invasion by fighter aircraft alone. An air 
striking force is necessary not only to meet the sea-borne 
expedition, but also to bring direct pressure to bear upon 
Germany by attacking objectives in that country’. In other 
words, RAF Bomber Command would attack German 

industry, carry out raids on ports where Germany was assembling its invasion 
fleet, and reduce the threat posed by the Luftwaffe by targeting airfields and 
aircraft production.  RAF Coastal Command also had an important role. It 
carried out anti-invasion patrols, provided vital intelligence on German positions 
along the European coast and occasionally bombed German shipping and 
industrial targets. 
 
8.  THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN WAS A DEFENSIVE VICTORY FOR BRITAIN 
 
During the Battle of Britain, the Luftwaffe was dealt an almost lethal blow from which it never fully 
recovered.  Although Fighter Command suffered heavy losses and was often outnumbered during 
actual engagements, the British out produced the Germans and maintained a level of aircraft 
production that helped them withstand their losses.  The Luftwaffe, with its lack of heavy bombers 
and failure to fully identify critically important targets, never inflicted strategically significant damage. 
It suffered from constant supply problems, largely as a result of underachievement in aircraft 
production.  Germany’s failure to defeat the RAF and secure control of the skies over southern 
England made invasion all but impossible.  British victory in the Battle of Britain was decisive, but 
ultimately defensive in nature – in avoiding defeat, Britain secured one of its most significant victories 
of the Second World War.  It was able to stay in the war and lived to fight another day. 
 
So why was the Battle of Britain important? Victory in the Battle of Britain did not win the war, but it 
made winning a possibility in the longer term.  Four years later, the Allies would launch their invasion 
of Nazi-occupied Europe – Operation ‘Overlord’ – from British shores, which would prove decisive 
in ultimately bringing the war against Germany to an end. 
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Battle of Britain Quiz 
 
Test your knowledge of events around the Battle of Britain by answering the following 
questions. 
 

1. After the Battle of France came the Battle of Britain. This was a battle in the skies 
between the RAF and the Luftwaffe for air superiority. What was the plan issued by 
Hitler which spoke of the German plan to invade Britain? 
 

a) Operation Polar Bear b) Operation Walrus 
c) Operation Sea Lion d) Operation Orca 

 
2. It has been suggested that invading Britain had an ambiguous priority for the Nazi 

leadership, which saw Britain mainly as an obstacle to plans for a land campaign in 
Eastern Europe. This was reflected by the fact that Hitler actually proposed a peace 
to Britain. In what month was this offer made? 
 

a) July 1940 b) September 1940 
c) May 1940 d) January 1941 

 
3. Following Britain's refusal of the German peace offer, Germany began its attack on 

Britain. However, the Germans' first target made little impact on the British armed 
forces. It was instead another attempt to force Britain to accept peace. What was the 
Germans' first target? 

 
a) English beaches b) Merchant ships 
c) Army bases d) Civilian area 

 
4. The German attacks then became more severe as the Luftwaffe targeted fighter 

stations. Which of these was one of the stations targeted? 
 

a) Dyce b) Filton 
c) Unsworth d) Manston 
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5. In early September 1940 Britain was thought to be close to defeat. However, what 
German action on 7th September 1940 relieved the pressure on the RAF, allowing 
them to recuperate? 

 
a) Germany shifted its sights to the Soviet Union and redeployed its 

bombers. 
b) The bombing of Buckingham Palace  
c) A 1,000-bomber raid by the RAF on Cologne 
d) The deliberate bombing of civilian areas of London 

 
6. Britain was able to gather enough fighters to launch effective attacks on the Luftwaffe. 

One such example was on 15th September where over 200 German planes were 
intercepted by the RAF, which shot down 60, significantly changing the course of this 
battle. Who was the Commander-in-Chief of Fighter Command at the time? 

 
a) Keith Park b) Hugh Dowding 
c) Sholto Douglas d) Trafford Leigh-Mallory 

 
7. Daylight raids of London became less and less frequent, suggesting the RAF had 

gained air superiority. Another reason for Britain starting to get on top of Germany in 
the sky was the fact that Britain was producing twice as many fighter planes as 
Germany during this period. Appointed in May 1940 as Minister of Air production, 
who is largely responsible for this rapid rate of production? 
 

a) Lord Beaverbrook b) Lord Camelbrook 
c) Lord Badgerbrook d) Lord Alanbrooke 

 
8. The fighters being produced in Britain were the Spitfire and the Hurricane. Against 

which plane would they most likely to have been fighting? 
 

a) Me-107 b) Me-108 
c) Me-108 d) Me-109 

 
9. Another reason for Britain's victory in the Battle of Britain was the tactics in the air. 

An example of this was instructing Spitfire planes to target German fighters (due to 
their manoeuvrability) and for the Hurricane to target German bombers (due to their 
ability to take more damage). Who suggested this tactic? 
 

a) Sholto Douglas b) Hugh Dowding 
c) Roderic Hill d) Keith Park 

 
10. It would have been difficult to have won the Battle of Britain without the British people. 

These people contributed to the victory either as pilots or in the early warning system, 
where they watched for German planes and reported back to Fighter Command. 
Which organization were those involved in the early warning system most likely a part 
of? 

 
a) Luftwaffe Watchers b) RAF Spotters 
c) Coastal Watch d) Royal Observer Corps 
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Health & Well-Being 
 

 
 

Coronavirus vs Influenza 
 

Many people will begin shortly to ask questions about Coronavirus 
vs Influenza (Flu). Basically, Flu symptoms develop suddenly, 
whilst COVID-19 symptoms develop gradually. Additionally the 

incubation period for the flu is shorter – whilst COVID-19 appears to cause a more severe illness 
compared to the flu, with a larger percentage of people requiring hospitalization. The basic 
symptoms between the two are very similar, as can be seen below. 

 

Influenza Symptoms  Covid-19 Symptoms  
   

 Fever* or feeling feverish/chills 
 Cough 
 Sore throat 
 Runny or stuffy nose 
 Muscle or body aches 
 Headaches 
 Fatigue (tiredness) 
 Some people may have vomiting 

and diarrhoea, though this is more 
common in children than adults. 

  Fever or feeling feverish/chills 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing 
 Fatigue (tiredness) 
 Sore throat 
 Runny or stuffy nose 
 Muscle pain or body aches 
 Headache 
 Some people may have vomiting and 

diarrhoea, though this is more common 
in children than adults. 

Therefore, with the Autumn fast approaching and the country still in the midst of the Coronavirus, it 
is being suggested that this year, more than any other year, people 65+, and hopefully soon to be 
agreed, that all 50+’s should seriously consider having the Flu Vaccine this year. Inoculations usually 
begin sometime in September which can be arranged through your G.P. Practice or your local 
Pharmacist by appointment. Please start considering it now, so that when the opportunity comes, 
you’ll be able to make your appointment and stay safe. 
 
Pause for Thought 

Faith or Fear 
 
We have arrived at September already, and as you will have 
seen, as I have on the news that all children and young people 
are having to go back to school, college or university. 
 
Have you noticed that the schools are having to implement safety 
measures for the children and young people as they return back 
to school? Social distancing, a lot of handwashing and even 
school meals are being served differently – hot meals are being 
put into disposable containers, and cold meals served in lunch 
bags – and then taken to the classrooms where they can be eaten 
in their own bubbles. Again, questions over whether mask should 
be worn or not – there doesn’t at the time of writing to be any 

clear direction from the government – we’ve heard it all. 
 
What does all this have to do with us? Well the children could be our great grand-children, 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews or even our neighbour’s children. So we are connected in some 
way. So it is our responsibility as well to keep things safe. For some parents they are OK with their 
children going back to school, but others are fearful. Fear effects people in all sorts of ways. There 
are some older people who are fearful of going out in case they get ill.  
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I heard on the news of a doctor who said, ‘some people are fearful of having the flu vaccine in case 
they get the flu’. How the mind works with different people.  
 
Fear can grip and situations can become very real. This happened in the Bible as well in the Old 
Testament. We read how God often spoke to the people and said, ‘Be not afraid, I am with you, I will 
not leave you or forsake you.’ What a promise to take hold of. These promises are for us as well. 
 
In the New Testament, when Jesus had been born, an angel appeared to the shepherds in the fields. 
It made them afraid. What’s happening here? The Angel proceeded to say: ‘“Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born’ (Luke 2:10-11). With these words, the shepherd’s fears were calmed and they went to see 
the baby. 
 
During His ministry Jesus said to many people, ‘Fear not.’ Another incident recalls when the disciples 
were in a boat on the Lake of Galilee and a storm arose, and Jesus was asleep in the stern and they 
panicked for their lives, they woke Jesus, and He said to them, ‘Why are you so fearful? How is it 
that you have no faith?’ 
 
A question for each of us – and be honest – do you live in fear, or live by faith? Whatever fear we 
have to face; God is going to be with us through His Holy Spirit. A verse from the Scriptures to help 
us when fear makes us anxious, from Philippians 4:6: ‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.’ Try it, and you will 
be surprised the peace you will find from fear. 
 
Benediction: ‘Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, for I am thy God, I will still give thee aid! 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand. 
Amen. 
God Bless you and your families. 
 
Pauline Cook  
Asst. Chaplain Rushden Branch  
 
 

Your Branch Contacts 
 
Chairman/Treasurer Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 

Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  
 

Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
Welfare Officer  RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 

Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

mail: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
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Charity Gift Aid Declaration – multiple donation 
 
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your 
address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.  

 
In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:  
 

 I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 years to:  

 
Name of Charity ____Royal Air Forces Association Rushden Branch 0519_________ 
 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.  
 
My Details  
 
Title ______ First name or initial(s) __________________________________________ 
 
Surname_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature___________________________ 
 
Full Home address ______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode __________________________Date_______________________________  
 
 
 
Please notify the charity if you: 
 
 want to cancel this declaration  
 change your name or home address  
 no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax 
relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax 
return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 
 


