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Newsletter August 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
As suspected in our last newsletter, we were possibly expecting some slight relaxation in the rules 
surrounding the pandemic. We have summarised them all below and once more, I ask you to 
familiarise yourselves with them, and to please follow them as best you can. As I write, we are 
noticing a surge in cases around the world whilst ours are still falling, so let’s not do anything to 
upset the applecart!  
 
We have received some bad news recently, in that the Bowls club is to be closed for any social 
events for the rest of this year, and this will apply to all our meetings. Whilst we can of course, 
consider holding our Christmas Social in an alternative venue, I am not getting too excited. We will 
discuss this possibility at our future social meetings and hope that we can come up with something 
to at least celebrate this year! 
 
On the good news front, we were able to hold a successful July meeting in the form of a “Zoom” 
presentation. This was by Steve Slater and was all about the Biggles Biplane and associated 
World war one topics. Although the take up was quite low, the whole event went very well 
considering that this was our first foray into that area of modern technology. We were quite 
encouraged though, and it is something that we propose to introduce on a regular basis. As more 
of our members become familiar with this media, more of us will benefit from future presentations. 
After all, most of us got used to using mobile phones, which we said we never would!  To help us 
get to grips with the technology, Jim has detailed a little aide-memoir on page 4 to get you started. 
It is quite easy when you know how - even I managed it! 
 
On that same subject, the branch now has a Zoom licence, which will allow us to relay further 
presentations and our normal meetings online. (When they get started again!) We purchased this 
software with the money saved by not having to pay for meetings at the Bowls club. This ability will 
be of enormous assistance to members unable to attend meetings in person. We also have the 
facility to record such events and put them onto our web site. In this way they can be watched at 
any time – yet another string to our bow!  
 
One last piece of good news is that I have now received the approval from HMRC to enable the 
branch to claim gift aid. As explained last month, this enables us to be able to claim the tax paid on 
all donations made to the branch.  
 
As always, look after yourselves, keep safe, and let’s hope it won’t be too much longer before we 
can meet in person - once more.  
 

  
 
Kind Regards   
Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
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Remembering our former President – Kenneth Edwards CBE 
 
We are sorry to inform members of the death of Kenneth Edwards who passed away on the morning 
of the 31st July at home after being unwell for some time. He was a former RAF Pilot who joined the 
service in 1944 towards the end of World War 2, and as he will admit himself, had a few crashes and 
survived.  After the War he became a very successful businessman serving his country both at home 
and overseas.  He was awarded CBE, MBE amongst others and was former Deputy Director-
General of the CBI (Confederation of British Industries). 
 

Ken was better known to the members of the Branch 
having served as Our President from 2018-2020 when 
due to ill health he decided to step down at our last AGM 
in February. He will be sadly missed as a valued member 
of the Royal Air Forces Association Rushden & District 
Branch.   
Ken, you have earned your eternal wings, and we salute 
you.  
 
Please remember dear Jenefer, Ken’s wife in her grief. 
 

She has kindly provided the following access to Ken’s Funeral service via a webcast. 
Thursday 13th August at 1400hrs 
www.wesleymedia.co.uk/webcast-view 
Log in order id 43696 
Password GSSVGJFA 

       
 
An update from the Chairman of the Royal Air Forces Association 
 
The RAF Association has been helping many thousands of vulnerable members of the RAF 
community for over nine decades. We have fought for our RAF community through global conflicts 
and huge societal changes. But, like so many other charities at the moment, this pandemic has hit 
us hard. As a result, we have to make some difficult decisions to ensure we can continue our 
support for the 85,000 people who need our help every year. 
Many of you have been incredibly generous over recent months, but our finances have been badly 
impacted. Our budgeted income is down by almost 40% in 2020, and fundraising is unlikely to 
recover to normal levels for several years. And, although we have acted quickly to adapt the vast 
majority of our services to comply with social distancing requirements, it has simply not been 
possible to achieve this with all of them. 
Lockdown forced the temporary closure of our Wings Break Hotels (Flowerdown House and 
Rothbury House). The hotels provide holidays and respite care breaks for just over a thousand 
people annually and are greatly loved, thanks to the warm welcome given by our highly-
professional staff. 
Sadly, we cannot safely or responsibly reopen these hotels whilst complying with ongoing social 
distancing restrictions and infection prevention measures – both of which are likely to be long-term 
requirements. This issue is, of course, exacerbated by the higher infection risks borne by our 
elderly guests (the average age of guests is 79, with many of them falling into the COVID-
vulnerable categories). 
We have a clear duty to use our limited finances to help as many vulnerable people as possible 
and so we have spent the past month on a comprehensive review of all our services. This has 
included a collective consultation with our employees and the GMB union (our recognised 
workplace union). 
The choices are stark: permanently close the hotels and slim down our non-critical back office 
functions, or close other welfare services that help a larger number of people (at a lower cost). The 
third option would be to do nothing - which would certainly risk the future of the whole Association. 
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We have therefore had to take the difficult decision to permanently close our two Wings Break 
Hotels, and to reshape some of our support functions. We cannot avoid redundancies, and we are 
deeply conscious of the impact this will have on a number of our highly dedicated and professional 
employees. I and the other trustees commend and warmly thank them for the outstanding work 
they have done over the years. 
Focussing on our beneficiaries, I must stress that there will be no negative impact on our 
retirement accommodation tenants who live adjacent to Rothbury House. Furthermore, we still 
firmly believe in the importance of providing respite care and will therefore be expanding our 
scheme which arranges breaks at other locations (once COVID-19 restrictions allow). 
In the meantime, we are supporting many of our hotel guests (and thousands of other people) 
through our wide range of other welfare support services. These include Operation CONNECT, the 
Association’s emergency COVID-19 response. Since lockdown began, we, our branches and our 
volunteers have made telephone calls to check on the wellbeing of almost 30,000 higher-risk 
individuals. We are now providing critical support through telephone befriending to an additional 
1,200 people every week. Project ENTERTAIN continues to provide comfort and entertainment to 
many, and Project BAGDROP is helping to ensure the most vulnerable get essential supplies. We 
are committed to meeting the welfare needs created by COVID-19 and are undertaking research to 
assess the impact it has had on our RAF community. 
It would be inappropriate to try drawing comparisons between the challenges faced by those who 
went before us in 1940 and those facing us today. However, in the Battle of Britain, the RAF won a 
fight against what many thought were unbeatable odds. The nation’s survival was hard-fought for 
through a spirit and determination that is still evident today in the Royal Air Force and, importantly, 
in the Royal Air Forces Association. 
We are duty bound, 80 years later, to address today’s challenges and ensure the survival of our 
Association. 
 
Air Vice-Marshal J A CLIFFE CB OBE 
Chairman, Royal Air Forces Association 
 

COVID-19 
 
Here are all the does and dont’s regarding the virus situation. There are a number of basic rules 
which we should endeavour to follow at all times, and they are ; 
 

a. Operate social distancing  measures at all times. 
b. Wear a face mask in all busy places, in shops and on public transport.  
c. Wash and/or sanitise your hands frequently, especailly when entering or leaving premises. 
d. Don’t stand and talk face to face closer than 1 meter plus. 
e. Limit your time inside shops and businesses  
f. Order by phome or online if you can and pay by card, contactless if possible.   

 
The Following places are now open; 
 
Restaurants and Pubs; Holiday Accommodation; Museums and galleries; Cinemas; Hairdressers; 
Nail Bars; Facial treatment centres; Children’s Playgrounds; Bowling Alleys; Skating Rinks; 
Conference centres; Live audience venues like cinemas, sports centres; small wedding receptions 
when limited to numbers of around thirty people.  
At all times obeying the basic rules detailed above.   
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Branch Business Matters 
 
The Branch Sub-Committee met via the usual conference call on 9th July.  These days of course 
with the lack of events there is a shortage of subjects to discuss.  
 
It looks very much like as mentioned above, we cannot hold anymore indoor meetings for the rest 
of this year. Even the Farmer’s Market on the 29th August has bit the dust! 
The only event still on the cards is the Wings Appeal shop collection at Raunds Co-op scheduled 
for the October 17th. Keep your fingers crossed. Don’t forget though you can still contribute to the 
wings appeal by donation. All the details listed below.  
 
It was reported that the Royal British Legion are due to hold a short service at the town cenotaph 
on the 15th August to celebrate 75th Anniversary of VJ Day. Other dignitaries and people can attend 
subject again to the basic rules of Covid-19. This service will commence at 1050am. 
 
It was reported that the branch portal is now up and running along with the members portal. Some 
shortcomings were reported using the portals, which will be submitted to HQ. as yet we have not 
had much feedback from the members, but that will come as more members get to grips with it.  
 
Note for members - please give it a go!  Once you have registered, you can access the latest 
news, update your personal details, and access a variety of RAFA facilities and events.  
 
Speaker/Branch Meetings via technology – Zoom 
As mentioned by the Chairman we have initiated our first speaker meeting delivery via zoom.  Please 
don’t dismiss this way of interacting as the big advantage here is that you don’t need to have a Zoom 
Account but you do need a “smart device” i.e. Computer, Laptop, Smart Mobile Phone, iPad/Tablet etc) 
in order to view and listen to the live stream.  We have also recorded the first presentation in video 
format so that you can access it at your convenience.  Further details to be notified in a future 
communication. 
In order to join a speaker meeting you will need to register with me so that I can send you the meeting 
joining details including the link.  As stated earlier, you don’t need an account you just need a suitable 
device.  Once you have clicked the link, your internet browser will open on the Zoom site whereby you 
will be located in a virtual waiting room.  It is here that your system may say something like “the host is 
aware of you and will let you in soon”.  Please don’t do anymore until I admit you to the meeting.  You 
will have to be a little patient as I have to set the timing early in order to set things up with the speaker.  
So, for instance, I’ll set the meeting link up for 1900hrs but the session won’t start until 1930hrs 
however, I plan to admit all from 1920hrs.   
All admitted will be muted but if you have any questions you can submit them via the Chat Facility 
which is a little icon located at the bottom of the screen.  Once you have clicked on the chat icon it will 
allow you to submit a text style message via that window.  The host and I will be able to pick them up in 
order of request. 
 
Wings Appeal 2020 
 
As you will have gathered by now all fund-raising events will be virtually impossible this year. 
We are therefore kindly you all to consider helping our cause with a donation. There are several 
ways which you can donate. 
 
You can send a cheque to our treasurer made out to “RAFA Rushden” and annotated with the 
words “Wings Appeal” on the reverse. His address is at the end of this newsletter under Branch 
Contacts.  
Alternatively, you could transfer funds directly into our Branch Bank account, which is RAFA 
Rushden Branch 519, Sort Code 30-97-20, Account No. 00274956, again using the reference 
“Wings Appeal”.   
 
Whatever method you use, don’t forget to register for gift aid so that we can claim the tax rebate 
on your donations.  You can use the form at the back of this letter for any method of payment. 



 
 

5 
 

Hopefully, we can encourage you all to complete this form, members, friends and supporters 
included.  This will allow us to claim an additional 25% from any donated monies received by 
the branch.    
 
BEWARE – SCAMMERS ON THE LOOSE 
 

          

During Lockdown unfortunately Scamming has become a source of extorting money from the elderly 
through various means. This can be via Her Majesty’s Inland Revenue (HMRC), Banks, British 
Telecom to mention but a few, which I highlighted in last month’s Newsletter (June). 

The latest one that has come to my attention is through the Track & Trace scheme with COVID-19. 
With this scam, you receive a phone call from someone purporting to be from the NHS Track & Trace 
Service telling you that you have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-
19. If you do ask who the contact is, they will say this is confidential. You are then told you need to 
self-isolate for 7 days and take a test. You are then told that the test costs £50 to send the testing kit 
and are asked to give your credit or debit card details. This is, of course, nonsense but if you fall for 
it, they not only have £50 but your card details as well. So again, just put the phone down! 
Please be vigilant as well as being on guard – these unscrupulous people will stop at 
nothing and can be very threatening.  If in doubt close the door and call the Police on  
0300 011 1222 or 101. 

 
 

 
T 
 

VJ Day 2020 – By Peter Trafford – Branch Secretary 
 

RAF LEGENDS ALERT! 
THE RED ARROWS AND BBMF 
 

BE PART OF IT 
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Join us at the 80th Anniversary Duxford Battle of Britain Air Show on Saturday 19th and Sunday 
20th September, and at the Duxford Battle of Britain Proms on Friday 18th September. 
 
We’re delighted to announce the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team, the Red Arrows and the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight’s, Hurricanes, Spitfires and Lancaster, have joined our flying line-up. 
 
Our top priority will always be the wellbeing of our visitors, staff, and volunteers. This year more than 
ever, we can’t wait to welcome you to our events. 
 
But Hurry, Saturday tickets are 75% sold, Sunday 50% sold. 
All tickets are advance only, so don’t miss out, Book Now. 
 
VJ Day 2020 – by Peter Trafford – Branch Secretary 
 

        

While Victory in Europe (VE) Day is celebrated globally, and 
rightly so, it must be remembered that this was not the end of 
hostilities, as war was still raging in S.E Asia and the Pacific 
where thousands of service personnel and civilians were dying or 
suffering incredible hardships and torture at the hands of the 
Japanese. Victory over Japan (VJ) day, celebrated on August 
15th, is the day recognised as the final end to World War Two 
(WW11), so it is a shame that, in my view, this event does not 
seem to get the same kind of reverence and merriment as VE 
Day. I suppose I am a little more sensitive about this issue 
because my father was a Japanese Prisoner of War (PoW), and 
while he did not like to talk about his capture, he always refused 
to eat rice and didn’t talk to me for three months when he realised 
I had bought a Japanese car.  
 
Japan’s entry into WW2 stemmed from events that happened 
after WW1, and their quest to become a super empire and their implementation and methods, had 
similarities with that of Nazi Germany. Both believed they were unfairly sanctioned after WW1, both 
used ‘Blitzkrieg’ (Lightening War) tactics, both invaded countries who were not at war with them, and 
both were ruthless.  
 
Japan, who defeated both the Russians and Chinese in earlier skirmishes, had sided with the British 
in WW1 against the Germans, and believed that they should now be recognised as a ‘world power’. 
They were indeed one of the five nations invited to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, and they 
requested as part of the treaty, that their citizens should be rewarded with free rights of immigration 

Paris Peace Conference with 
Japanese Prime Minister and 
Ambassador to GB. 



 
 

7 
 

to the west and their empires. They were exasperated when 
this was refused. This ‘loss of face’ (mentsu wo ushinau) did 
not sit well, and was later compounded by a complete 
immigration ban by the US and various trade sanctions by the 
west during the great depression of the 1930s. In September 
1931, Japan, desperate for raw materials, invaded Manchuria, 
China. The League of Nations, of whom Japan had been a 
member of since 1920, condemned them. They in turn 
accused the west of hypocrisy, siting the vast amount of Asia 
commandeered by the West. Japan subsequently quit the 
League of Nations in February 1933. 

 
In December 1937, Japan invades further into China 
and descends on Nanking, then the Chinese Capital, 
was literally laid waste to the city and it is population. 
The Nanking Massacre was an episode of brutal mass 
murder and rape committed by Imperial Japanese 
troops against the civilians. It must be remembered that 
the western allies had strong economic ties with China, 
and this atrocity and Japan’s malign intentions against 
China and allied interests in Asia was understandably 
alarming. The situation became even more critical when 
Japan signed the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy 
in September 1940. Japan declares war with the British 
Empire and the United States on December 8th, 1941. 
With the Allies already fully committed to the war in 
Europe and Africa, Japan seized the opportunity to 
seize control of Allied colonies and interests in S. E. 

Asia and the Pacific. Launching their own version of 
the Nazi ‘Blitzkrieg’ (Lightning War), they launched a 
massive multi-pronged attack by air, sea and land 
and in an extremely short time, attacked and 
conquered a substantial part of the Pacific inflicting 
many casualties and taking thousands of prisoners. 
 
Included in their strikes were American bases and 
territory, who were at that time, not officially at war. 
Understandably, the Americans were outraged and 
after the assault of the US fleet at Pearl Harbour on 
December 7th, 1941, they declared war against 
Japan on the following day, and Germany on the 11th. 
The Axis nations suitably reciprocated.   

 
Thankfully, America’s entry into the war would significantly benefit the allies, and after Pearl Harbour, 
Commander in Chief of Japan's Combined Fleet, Isoroku Yamamoto’s quote would ring true; “I fear 
all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolve”. Despite his 
reservations, Japan continued their ferocious attacks in the Pacific with devastating results. In 
December 1941 they not only attacked Pearl Harbour, but also attacked and took control of Guam, 
Wake Island, Thailand, Indochina, and Hong Kong. 
 

Japan invades Manchuria, China. 

Nanjing Massacre Memorial, Jiangsu, China 
province 



 
 

8 
 

In 1942 the Philippians and Dutch East Indies fell then Malaya, 
Singapore and Burma, the Japanese even went as far as to later 
bomb Darwin in Australia. It was Australia’s ‘Pearl Harbour’, with 
11 ships sunk and over 10% of the population killed. By the time 
Singapore fell, (‘the worst disaster in British History-Winston 
Churchill’), it was estimated that there were already 16,000 
fatalities and 130,000 captured as prisoners of war, being mainly 
British, Indian, Australian and Dutch, who were subsequently 
subjected to a brutal regime of violence, neglect, forced labour, 
torture and slaughter. 
 
From 1942, 
in order to 
keep their 

troops supplied and drive the allied forces out of 
Burma and lay ground for an attack on India, 
they used allied prisoners plus Thai and 
Burmese civilians to build the 415km Thailand-
Burma railway, otherwise known as ‘Death 
Railway’, due to its high mortality rate. The 
Japanese Empire, even though they had agreed 
to the terms of the second Geneva Convention 
prior to the outbreak of WW2, refused to abide 
by the terms of the international accord, 
subjecting PoWs and civilians to truly horrific 
and barbaric treatment.  
 

Prisoners were expected to labour for up to 18hrs a day 
in excruciating heat and humidity with little food and 
water. Daily rations typically a maximum of 10 ounces of 
rice, plus 2 ounces of rancid pork and 4 ounces fish per 
month, approximately 600 calories a day, which 
considering the horrific conditions, caused mass 
starvation and often death. And if that was not bad 
enough, due to the foetid living conditions, they often 
succumbed to cholera, malaria, and debilitating 
diarrhoea. Red Cross parcels containing vital essentials 
and medicine were accepted by the Japanese authorities, 
but often, they were distributed to their own troops. 
Prisoners who rebelled or tried to escape were known to 
have been 

beheaded. 
        
It is believed that up to 250,000 prisoners from Britain, 
its crown colonies, Dutch East Indies, Australia, 
America and various S.E Asia Countries were 
subjected to forced labour during the railway’s 
construction, of which it is estimated that 102,000 died.  
 
In spring 1944 Japan launched an invasion of India 
aiming to capture a garrison town in the Indian border 
province of Manipur, and so prevent a British return to 
Burma. Britain responded by amassing troops and 
military personal from its allies and Empire countries such as Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Gambia, 
Nepalese Gurkhas, and India. The battles fought were mostly in the coastal Arakan region of 
southern Burma during 1944 and 1945.  
 

Malaya surrenders. 

Death Railway, Burma 

Emancipated PoWs, Japanese prison camp. 

Burying the dead, Burma 
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Also set up specifically for the Asia campaign was the RAF Third Tactical Air Force (3rd 
TAF), which was formed on December 1943, and was one of three tactical air 

forces formed by the Royal Air Force during 
the Second World War. It was made up 
of squadrons and personnel from the RAF and the air forces 
of the British Commonwealth. The 3rd TAF was formed 
shortly after the establishment of South East Asia Command 
(SEAC) to provide close air support to the Fourteenth Army. 
It was first formed on 19 December 1943 designated 
the Tactical Air Force (Burma) and renamed as the 3rd TAF 
on 28 December 1943. Along with parts of the USAAF Tenth 
Air Force, it comprised of 9 squadrons from Indian Air Force 
and twenty three squadrons from the RAF, SEAC aircraft 
were allocated with  special roundels and tail markings. The 

Hawker Hurricane Mk.11 C (cannon) was the most widely used for ground attack/support, 
manufactured by Hawker Aircraft Limited (HAL), Langley, Bucks. 
 

As stated previously, fortunately for the Allies, it did not take the 
Americans long to regroup after Pearl Harbour and launch a major 
offensive to reclaim the Asia/Pacific territories captured by the 
Japanese, which saw ferocious combat at places like Midway, 
Okinawa and Iwo Jima. In addition, from the summer of 1944 
American B29 heavy bombers, based on captured Pacific islands, 
had finally been able to strike Japanese cities. 
 
While land forces were fighting the Japanese in Burma, the Royal 
Navy’s British Pacific Fleet took part in naval operations in the 
Pacific Ocean. On 6 April 1945, the British aircraft carrier HMS 
Illustrious was taking part in operations to support American 

landings on the Japanese island of Okinawa when they came under attack from Japanese kamikaze 
(‘divine wind’) suicide pilots.  Amazingly they survived unharmed. 
 

The Japanese were now taking tremendous losses on all 
fronts, and the allies, who were now in a position to launch a 
full scale attack on Japan, decided that in order to limit even 
more bloodshed with such an invasion,  they would hold a 
conference between the 3 major parties and try and lay out 
terms for a Japanese surrender. Britain, the United States and 
Russia held the Potsdam Conference in July 1945, which 
resulted in a demand for an immediate and unconditional 
surrender from Japan. They also warned that refusal of the 
terms would result in "prompt and utter destruction". Japan 
refused, and explicitly stated their intent to fight on to the bitter 
end. The "prompt and utter destruction" duly followed on 

August 6th, 1945 with the dropping of the atomic bomb ‘Little Boy’ on Hiroshima. Japan’s surrender, 
despite the carnage, was still not forthcoming, so a second more powerful version called ‘Fat Man’, 
was dropped on Nagasaki three days later the 9th August. The devastation and obliteration of these 
two cities finally convinced Japan to surrender. That day, Attlee (then the new Prime Minister) wrote 
to Churchill, ‘It may well be that events will bring the Japanese War to an early close’, to which 
Churchill replied ‘Indeed I hope this may be so, for it means an immense lightening of the load we 
expected to carry.’ 
 
On August 10 Radio Tokyo broadcast an appeal to the Allies to accept the Japanese surrender 
resulting in the following correspondence between Attlee and Churchill; ‘We have yet nothing more 
than the Tokyo broadcast, but are seeking confirmation. I will let you know as soon as I have news.’  
 
Attlee believed that Japan would formally surrender within 2 days, and he went on: ‘I feel that the 
probability of the surrender of our last enemy is so great that I must, at once, offer to you, our leader 

Destroyed RAF ‘Buffalo’, Malaya, 

Hurricane Mk.11C, ground attack, Burma 

Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill, Potsdam 
Conference 
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from the darkest hours through so many anxious days, my congratulations on this crowning result of 
your work.’  
 

On August 14th, the Japanese Government accepted the 
Allied terms, and the  surrender of Imperial 
Japan was announced by Japanese Emperor Hirohito on 
August 15, which was formally signed on September 2, 1945 
on the US battleship ‘Missouri’, bringing the hostilities of 
World War II to a close.        
 
On that memorable day, the Japanese representatives 
signed the official ‘Instrument of Surrender’, prepared by the 
War Department and approved by President Truman. It set 
out in eight short paragraphs, the complete capitulation of 
Japan. The opening words, "We, acting by command of and 
in behalf of the Emperor of Japan," signified the importance 
attached to the 

Emperor's role by the Americans who drafted the document. The 
short second paragraph went straight to the heart of the matter: 
"We hereby proclaim the unconditional surrender to the Allied 
Powers of the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters and of 
all Japanese armed forces and all armed forces under Japanese 
control wherever situated." 
 
The Japanese Foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu and Gen. 
Yoshijiro Umezu signed their names on the document. The time 
was recorded as 4 minutes past 9am. Afterward, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, Commander in the Southwest Pacific, and Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers, also signed. He accepted the 
Japanese surrender "for the United States, Republic of China, United Kingdom, and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, and in the interests of the other United Nations at war with Japan.” 

  
   

 
It is estimated that between 1937-1945, the S.E Asia/Pacific conflict resulted in up to four million 
military and civilian casualties from all sides, so let us not forget the sacrifices of the men, women 
and children who suffered during this conflict, and celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day and the 
end of World War 11. 

Japanese dignitaries piped aboard USS 
Missouri 

Japanese sign the ‘Instrument of 
Surrender’ 

The ‘Last of the many’ BBMF Hurricane 11C, 
PZ865 in SEAC Tactical Air Force Burma Markings 
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On a closing note, it is perhaps fitting that the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) Hawker 
Hurricane Mk.11C, PZ865, the last Hurricane ever made by Hawkers at Langley, Bucks., known as 
‘the last of the many’,  is currently adorned with the special roundels and tail markings of the Tactical 
Air Force (Burma), 3rd TAC, SEAC. 
Women’s Royal Air Force  
 

This month I thought it would be good to feature an article on the 
valuable contribution that the women have contributed to the Royal 
Air Force in their own right. 
 
During the First World War, members of the Women's Royal Naval 
Service (WRNS) and the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) 
worked on air stations belonging to the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) 
and the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS).  
 
When the decision was taken to merge the RFC and RNAS to form 
the Royal Air Force (RAF), concerns were raised about the loss of 
their specialised female workforce. This raised the need for a 

separate women's air service which led to the formation of the WRAF on 1 April 1918. 
 
Personnel of the WAAC and WRNS were given the choice of 
transferring to the new service and over 9,000 decided to join. Civilian 
enrolment swelled the WRAF numbers. They were dispatched to RAF 
bases, initially in Britain and then later in 1919 to France and 
Germany. In April 1920, the WRAF, a wartime force, was disbanded. 
In only two years, 32,000 WRAFs had proved a major asset to the 
RAF and paved the way for all future air service women. 
 
The work of the WRAF was divided into four basic trades: Clerks, 
Storewomen, Household, Technical and Non-Technical trades. 
Initially little training was given, with wages based on existing 
experience and skills. 
 
Most women were to be employed as clerks, with shorthand typists 
the most highly paid of all airwomen. Women allocated to the 
Household section worked the longest hours, doing back breaking 
work for the lowest pay. The Technical section covered a wide range 
of trades, most highly skilled, including tinsmiths, fitters, and welders. 
By 1920 over 50 trades were open to women including tailoring, photography, catering, pigeon 
keeping and driving. The work of these women released men for combat and proved that women 
could equal men in the workplace. 
 

The minimum age for joining the WRAF was 18 and the selection process was 
complex. Stringent health checks often excluded many poor candidates from 
polluted cities. But those from educated, upper class families were enrolled as 
officers, whilst the majority were known as 'Members' and became the 
backbone of the service. Behaviour was strictly monitored with the WRAF 
constitution and rules laid-out in an official booklet. The published Standing 
Orders included a ban on smoking on duty and in the street, as well as uniform 
requirements and the procedure for complaints. The high standards achieved 
by the WRAF led them to being viewed as the most professional and disciplined 
of all the women's services. 
On 24 March 1919, the first group of WRAFs arrived in France to begin their 
overseas service. Later in the year a decision was made to send a contingent 

to Germany. 
 
Their purpose was to assist the army of occupation and to replace men demobilised from the forces. 
Based in Cologne, they were employed as domestics, clerks, telephonists, nurses, and drivers and 
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became known as the 'Ladies of the Rhine'. Dedicated and diligent, they also helped raise RAF 
morale by staging sports days and dances. When the order came to finally close the WRAF 
contingent on the Rhine in August 1919, RAF sections, unwilling to lose their airwomen delayed the 
disbandment until the last possible moment. Once again WRAFs had shown themselves to be an 
invaluable asset to the RAF. 
 
However, the Women's Royal Air Force was disbanded in 1920 along with the 
other women's services. The Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) was then 
formed in June 1939 when WW 2 was imminent. The WAAF came under the 
administration of the RAF and members did not serve in individual female units, 
as with its army equivalent the ATS, but as individual members of RAF 
Commands. The Director of the WAAF was Air Chief Commandant Dame 
Katherine Trefusis-Forbes, who had served in the Women's Volunteer Reserve 
in the First World War.   
  

Initially, members of the WAAF were recruited to fill posts 
as clerks, kitchen orderlies and drivers, to release men 
for front-line duties. However, the occupations open to 
women recruits diversified as the war progressed. 
Women in the WAAF were involved in telephony, 
telegraphy and the interception of codes and ciphers, 
including work at the Government Code and Cypher 
School at Bletchley Park. They were mechanics, 
engineers, electricians, and fitters for aeroplanes. They 
undertook the interpretation of aerial photographs and 
provided weather reports. Many members of the WAAF 
worked in the radar control system, as reporters and 

plotters. Their work was vital during the Battle of Britain and later in guiding night-fighter aeroplanes 
against German bombers. 
 
One of the hardest jobs in the WAAF was the operation of balloons sites. This involved raising and 
lowering the barrage balloons, which were designed to deter enemy bombers. There were doubts 
over whether women would have the physical strength or stamina as the balloons were 66 feet long 
and 30 feet high when inflated. But so successful were the initial volunteers that women eventually 
ran more than 1,000 barrage balloon sites throughout Britain. 
 

Some members of the WAAF with skills transferred into the Special 
Operations Executive (SOE) and were trained as agents to be sent into 
occupied Europe. One of these was Noor Inayat Khan, originally from India, 
who was sent to France as a radio operator for SOE. She was arrested by 
the Gestapo and eventually executed in September 1944 
 
One job that the women of the WAAF were not allowed to do was fly. 
However, the necessity of training more pilots in secondary roles to release 
front line pilots for active service led to the formation of the Air Transport 

Auxiliary (ATA). 150 women flew with the ATA during the war, including the famous pilot Amy 
Johnson. ATA duties included delivering new planes from factories to RAF units and shuttling planes 
back for repairs. All ATA pilots were civilians, as the RAF thought it unacceptable to have women 
pilots flying military aircraft. In December 1941, the government passed the National Service Act 
which allowed for the conscription of women. Women could choose to go into war work, or join the 
WAAF or its army equivalents, the ATS and the WRNS. Women joined the WAAF from both the UK 
and overseas, including the Caribbean. Local recruitment for the WAAF took place in the Middle 
East from 1942 with recruits drawn from the Egyptian, Palestinian, Jewish, Assyrian, Greek and 
Cypriot communities. Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa all had women's sections 
in their air forces. 
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Members of the WAAF served all over the UK, in the US, in Egypt and 
later in Europe after the invasion of June 1944. The WAAF was re-
formed into the WRAF in 1949, and fully integrated into the RAF in 1994. 
 
Women are and have always been an integral part of the RAF. However, 
before the Women’s Royal Air Force (WRAF) was merged into the Royal 
Air Force in 1994, the WRAF stood as the separate women’s branch 
within the Service. 

 
Sharing in the 100th Anniversary of the 
RAF in 2018, the WRAF also celebrated its 
100th Anniversary, and took part in an event that was held at the 
Yorkshire Air Museum, recognising the contribution of women to the 
Armed Forces. The event included a flypast by a Dakota from the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight and the laying of a commemorative wreath to 
mark Women's Services Day.  
 
It was also a proud moment for the WRAF when 
in 2018 the Parade Commander of the RAF 100 
Celebrations at Buckingham Palace was Group 
Captain, Anne-Marie Houghton. 
 
In 1994, Flight Lieutenant Jo Slater became the 
first female operational pilot and since then 
many other women have trained and flown on 

operations as aircrew. In 2008, Flt Lt Michelle Goodman was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for gallantry in Iraq. In 2013, Air Vice-Marshal Sue 
Gray became the most senior regular serving woman in the UK Armed Forces 
and the second female to hold a two-star rank. 
 
In 2017, the RAF became the first branch of the British military to open every role to men and women. 
On 10 July, Group Captain Anne-Marie Houghton led the RAF100 parade of over 1000 RAF 
servicemen and women in Central London. Anne-Marie herself graduated as our first female 
Navigator in 1991. 
 
Today, men and women serve alongside each other making an equal contribution to the modern 
RAF, building on the development and commitment of earlier generations over the last 100 years. 
 

Princess Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing Service (Flying Nightingales) 
 

Princess Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing Service (PMRAFNS) is the nursing 
branch of the Royal Air Force. It was established as the Royal Air Force 
Temporary Nursing Service (RAFNS) in 1918 and became part of the 
permanent establishment as the Royal Air Force Nursing Service on 27 
January 1921. It received the Royal prefix after Princess Mary agreed to 
become its Patron in June 1923. 
 
It was a women-only branch until 1980, when men were also permitted to join. 
Until the Second World War, it was only open to unmarried women, or 
childless widows. There was also a Princess Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing 

Service (Reserve) (PMRAFNS(R)) to supplement the regular service during times of war or 
emergencies. 
 
Its current mission statement reads: "The Princess Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing Service is 
committed to providing a nursing workforce that is determined to develop the skills, knowledge and 
ability to deliver high quality care whilst being responsive to the dynamic nature of RAF Nursing in 
peacetime and on operations." 
(Extracts taken from Royal Air Force Museum Records and edited by Richard Cook - Editor) 
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Pause for Thought 

 
Mixed Messages 

 

Just recently as you know, the lockdown is beginning to slowly unlock. Some 
shops can open, others can’t. Certain places of interest can open, others 
can’t, and so on. We seem to be getting confusing and mixed messages all 
the time. In one breath we are told we don’t have to wear face coverings, and 
in another breath, we’re told that we do have to wear face masks from the 24th 
July when we go into shops. There have been so many questions but very 
few clear answers. 
 

I heard on the news of a man from Milton Keynes who didn’t believe in COVID-19 and therefore, he 
wasn’t going to wear mask. Some people in the United States decided to have a COVID-19 Party to 
see if the virus would spread after the party – sadly a 30 year old man was taken to hospital, told the 
staff about the party, and subsequently died. Again, this comes down to mixed messages, people 
not using common sense and not taking the virus seriously. 
 
That can happen when learning a language. When we worked in ministry with the Salvation Army in 
Germany. Learning a new language later in life was difficult for us, and friends of ours, also 
colleagues in the work, always got two words mixed up when he was preaching, the German word 
leader and ladder. He would often pray for the ladder when he should have been praying for the 
leader. Another couple, shortly after arriving in Germany from America, went out for their first shop 
at the supermarket, and one of the things on her list was, tinned stewing steak (yes, you may have 
guessed it) – trying to be clever, she actually picked up a tin of meat, took it home and made her 
husband a meat pie. Not knowing, her husband really enjoyed the pie, and it wasn’t till later that they 
discovered that the tin of meat was a tin of dog food - their mistake. Mixed message of language. 
 
There is however, one clear message for all of us in the Scripture, and that is found in Gospel of St. 
John, chapter 3 and verse 16; ‘God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him, shall not perish, but shall have eternal life’. That message is for each one of us. A 
clear message of Hope and Love for our lives, whatever the situation we find ourselves in. 
 
A well know Hymn, written by Russell Carter reminds us that we are ‘Standing on the promises of 
Christ my King … when the howling storms and fear assail, by the living Word (Scripture) we shall 
prevail’. 
 
We may get mixed messages in all sorts of situations in life, but one message that stands the test 
of time, is God’s message to ‘Stand firm on His Word.’ He will pour out His Blessings on you. Our 
prayers are with you all during these unusual days. 
 
God Bless you and your families. 
 
Pauline Cook (Major) 
Asst. Chaplain 
 
Your Branch Contacts 
 
Chairman/Treasurer Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 

Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 

Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  
 

Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Not to Be… 
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Branch 519 Rushden & 
District 

www.facebook.com/rafarushden 
www.rafa.org.uk/rushden  

 
Charity Gift Aid Declaration – multiple donation 

 
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your 
address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.  

 
In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:  
 

 I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 years to:  

 
Name of Charity ____Royal Air Forces Association Rushden Branch 0519_________ 
 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.  
 
My Details  
 
Title ______ First name or initial(s) __________________________________________ 
 
Surname_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature___________________________ 
 
Full Home address ______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode __________________________Date_______________________________  
 
 
 
Please notify the charity if you: 
 
 want to cancel this declaration  
 change your name or home address  
 no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax 
relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax 
return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 
 


