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Newsletter July 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Well hopefully, we have all survived another few weeks of lockdown, albeit we are seeing signs of 
some relaxation of the rules. Richard has kindly summarized them for you below. We still must be 
incredibly careful though and not take too many liberties. The last thing we want, especially at our 
ages is a second surge in the number of cases and be back where we started four months ago.  
We are keeping our fingers crossed that we may be able to open up our branch again before the 
end of the year. Not only has the pandemic thrown us into some mayhem, our main organisation 
has made some drastic changes as well. Not only have some of the One charity changes been 
implemented but some staff reductions are likely to be undertaken as well.  
The chairman of the organisation has detailed them in his letter which is reproduced later in this 
letter.  
As members you can know if you have access to the internet get onto the members portal. This not 
only allows you to access all your personal information held by the organisation, but you can also 
gain an insight into all the other facilities offered by our association.  
You can gain access by logging into www.rafa.org.uk . It is still in its infancy, but it is a great step 
forward to keep members in the picture.  
In the meantime, you can keep into the local picture with our monthly newsletters., and whatever 
you do - keep safe  
 
Kind Regards  Bernard Lines   
Branch Chairman  
 

COVID-19 
 
From the 4th July major changes are happening in terms of the relaxation of the COVID-19 
rules. To help with this, I hope the following will give a bit of a clearer picture.  
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Tribute to Vera Lynn 
 

‘The Forces Sweetheart’ 
 
It is, with the Branches deepest sympathy 
and condolences that in June we learned of 
the passing of Vera Lynn (nee Vera 
Margaret Welch) at the age 103 years old 
from her home in Ditching, East Sussex. 
 

Vera grew-up in the East End of London now part of the London Borough of Newham, on 20 
March 1917. She was the daughter of plumber Bertram Samuel Welch, and her mother was a 
dressmaker Annie. As a very young girl she fell ill and nearly died, but after a period of 
recuperation she recovered, and as a result her mother was very protective of her.   
 
She began performing publicly at the age of seven and adopted her maternal grandmother 
Margaret Lynn's maiden name as her stage name when she was eleven years old. Her first 
radio broadcast, with the Joe Loss Orchestra, was in 1935. At this point she appeared on 
records released by dance bands including those of Loss and of Charlie Kunz. In 1936 she 
made her first solo record which was released on the Crown label, and in addition to singing 
she supported herself by working as an administrative assistant to the head of a shipping 
management company in London's East End. 
 
Vera’s wartime contribution began when she would sing to people who were using London's 
tube station platforms as air raid shelters. Between 1937 and 1940, she also toured with the 
aristocrat of British dance bands, Bert Ambrose as part of the Ambrose Octet; the group 
appeared in broadcasts for the BBC and for Radio Luxembourg.   
 
Her best known for the popular song was "We'll Meet Again", written by Ross 
Parker and Hughie Charles, which she first recorded it in 1939 with Arthur Young 
on Novachord, and later again in 1953 accompanied by servicemen from the British Armed 
Forces. These nostalgic lyrics ("We'll meet again, don't know where, don't know when, but I 
know we'll meet again some sunny day") were very popular during the war and made the song 
one of its emblematic hits.  
 
During the Phoney War, the Daily Express asked British servicemen to name their favourite 
musical performers: Vera Lynn came out on top and as a result became known as "the Forces' 
Sweetheart". 
 
Her continuing popularity was ensured by the success of her radio programme "Sincerely 
Yours", which began airing in 1941, with messages to British troops serving abroad. However, 
in the aftermath of the fall of Singapore in February 1942 the programme was taken off air for 
18 months out of fear that the sentimental nature of her songs would undermine the "virile" 
nature of British soldiers 
 
However, she continued her popularity visiting hospitals to interview new mothers and send 
personal messages to their husbands overseas. Her other great wartime hit of course, was 
"The White Cliffs of Dover", words by Nat Burton, music by Walter Kent.  
During the war years, she joined the Entertainments National Service Association (ENSA) and 
wasn’t content just to go to Europe, but she requested to tour Egypt, India and Burma, giving 
outdoor concerts for British troops. 
 
In March 1944, she went to Shamshernagar airfield in Bengal to entertain the troops before 
the Battle of Kohima. Her host and lifelong friend Captain Bernard Holden recalled "her 
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courage and her contribution to morale". In 1985, she received the Burma Star for entertaining 
British guerrilla units in Japanese-occupied Burma. 
 

After the War, she continued to remain popular, appearing on radio and television in the 
United Kingdom and the United States. Her last single was, "I Love This Land", was released 
to mark the end of the Falklands War. In 2009, at the age of 92, she became the oldest living 
artist to top the UK Albums Chart with the compilation album We'll Meet Again.’ She went on to 
release ‘The Very Best of Vera Lynn’ in 2014, the ‘National Treasure’ the ultimate collection in 
2017, which she released at the age of 100 to commemorate her centenary - it was a No. 3 hit, 
making her the first centenarian performer to have a Top 10 album in the charts.  

Lynn devoted much time and energy to charity work connected with ex-servicemen, disabled 
children and breast cancer. She was held in great affection by Second World War veterans 
and in 2000 was named the Briton who best exemplified the spirit of the 20th century. 

During her lifetime she received several accolades for her work and commitment to the forces 
and her Charity Work, which are as follows: 
 

British Honours: 

  War Medal 1939–1945 

  Burma Star 

  Order of the British Empire 
o Officer, appointed "for services to the Royal Air Forces Association and other 

charities" (1969 New Year Honours).  
o Dame, appointed for charitable services (1975 Birthday Honours).  

  Officer of the Order of Saint John (1997)  

  Member of Order of the Companions of Honour (2016 Birthday      

                         Honours), appointed for services to entertainment and charity.  

Foreign Honours: 

  Commander of the Order of Orange-Nassau, The  

                         Netherlands (1977)  

Finally, we’ll meet again, don't know where, don't know when, but I know we'll meet again 
some sunny day.’ 

 

 

 
 

The Reshaping of the RAF Association & 
RAFATRAD Services and Structure 

  

I am writing to give you an update on the Association’s response to COVID-19. I am aware 
that some branch committee members may not use email and would therefore be grateful if 

Message from  
Air Vice-Marshal J A Cliffe CB OBE 

Chairman, Royal Air Forces Association 
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you would share this communication with anyone on your Branch Committee who falls into this 
category. 
 
Like so many organisations throughout the world, the RAF Association has found itself in an 
unprecedented situation because of COVID-19. The charity will need to adapt to ongoing 
societal and economic changes caused by the pandemic. These have already had an impact 
on all areas of the Association, through an increase in welfare needs among the RAF 
community, ongoing restrictions on how we can undertake our activities, to a negative impact 
on our finances. 
 
In seeking to ensure the Association can meet the future welfare needs of the RAF 
community, our Trustee body (the Council) has reviewed the charity’s purpose and strategy. In 
doing this, the Council has reaffirmed that the primary purpose of the Association is to 
promote, through comradeship engendered by its members, the welfare by charitable means 
of the RAF family.   
 
As you will be aware, the Association responded rapidly to the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic to ensure that we could continue to provide much-needed support to our RAF 
community. Where possible, we implemented short-term adaptations to our services to comply 
with social distancing rules, and we immediately introduced four new emergency projects to 
meet the pressing needs of the most vulnerable. However, we were forced temporarily to close 
some facilities, such as our Wings Break Hotels, as social distancing has made it impossible to 
use them.  
 
As the COVID-19 situation has evolved, it has become increasingly clear that changes to how 
people can safely interact will endure. Many of our beneficiaries fall into COVID-19 ‘higher risk’ 
categories and will be subject to continued social distancing and the need to shield vulnerable 
groups. The requirement to maintain an environment where we can achieve safe practices 
mean that some of our welfare services must change for the long-term, and others may be 
forced to cease. We must also ensure that we can continue to respond to new welfare needs 
identified because of COVID-19 (telephone befriending and wellbeing support, for example). 
 
This imperative to increase and adapt our support for the RAF community is set against a 
challenging financial situation. The impact on the Association’s income for 2020 is estimated 
as being £7.3m and our investments have reduced by some £2.5m. It is anticipated similar 
impacts will continue into 2021 and beyond. We are seeing no income from hotels, a reduction 
in legacy income, a slowing of the property market, and our ability to fundraise has changed 
beyond recognition. For RAFATRAD, restrictions on public gatherings mean that it must 
reduce reliance on air show income and maximise other retail opportunities. We have made 
appropriate use of the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and other support from the 
Government to preserve our finances as much as we are able. However, we must face the 
reality that we will have less money to spend on our charitable objects than we had anticipated 
prior to COVID-19. 
 
Against this background our governing body – the Council – was duty bound to review our 
welfare services and supporting activities. (A similar review has been undertaken by 
RAFATRAD’s Board of Directors, and the same will be done by the Boards of the 
Association’s other trading subsidiaries). 
 
As a result, the Council has proposed to close our hotel facilities at Rothbury House and 
Flowerdown House from 31 July 2020, and to consider other ways of meeting the needs of 
guests who ordinarily would visit them for respite care breaks. For clarification, these 
proposals do not include the Lord Tedder and Malcolm Court apartments, whose residents will 
be unaffected. At the same time, a reshaping of operations at Atlas House and other locations 
is proposed. 
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These proposals mean that we must consider redundancies. To this end, consultations have 
commenced with employees who may be affected. For the Association, the current estimate is 
that there will be 117 employees across all our services placed ‘at risk’ of redundancy, and 38 
new roles created. Final decisions regarding hotel operations will be made at the Council’s 
next meeting on 22 July, and you will be updated again following this meeting. 
 
You will not need me to tell you that these are extremely challenging times, but your 
Association is committed to continuing to provide much-needed support for all those members 
of our RAF community who need us. I hope you will understand that, due to the impact of 
COVID-19, we will not succeed in this unless we adapt accordingly. 
 
In the meantime, I am grateful for your support, and would ask that we are sensitive to each 
other and the challenges each of us faces (and especially our employees who may be affected 
directly). Thank you. 
  

 

Air Vice-Marshal J A Cliffe CB OBE 
Chairman, Royal Air Forces Association 
 

The Branch Sub-Committee 
 
The Branch Sub-Committee met on the 11th June via a Conference call to review Branch activities 
and other matters.  It was acknowledged by members that at the present time it was still very 
difficult if not impossible to predict any future events, and unless things change in the near future, 
any events for this  year may have to be cancelled. However, it was agreed that we should 
approach and invite our speakers booked for this year to accept an invitation to speak at 
approximately the same time next year, when hopefully, things may be back to some normality.  
See SPEAKER information below for our venture into using technology to help deliver some 
interesting talks.   
 
Secondly, in respect to the Band Concert, since the Raunds Band have suspended all operations 
for the foreseeable future, they will be unable to put on a concert this year. It was therefore decided 
that we will postpone it until at least the spring of next year. Most of our previous concerts have 
been held at this time and it gives us ample time to reorganise things.  
  
One positive note is that hopefully at the end of August, we will be able to have our stall at the 
Higham Farmer’s Market on the 29th August, as open-air markets are now allowed. 
 
In respect to the RAFA Wings Appeal shop collections, these are still to be decided. 
 
Lastly, we are hoping that the Bowls Club will re-open in time for us to hold our Christmas Social 
on the 15th December.   
 
Speaker – Steve Slater - ‘Biggles Biplane’ – 21st July - Zoom 

 
Thanks to Sue Stowe and her friendship with Steve, he has 
agreed to a 20 minute ‘Zoom’ presentation about the Biggles 
Biplane and WW1 aviation. 
 
This is a zoom presentation commencing at 1930hrs. 
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In order to gain access, you will need a suitable device (i.e. PC, Tablet, Smart Phone etc) to 
access this. 
For those that can and would like to access this then please email the Vice-President 
(Jim Doran) jimdoran1@outlook.com to obtain the link and password code.   
 

Armed Forces Day 

Armed Forces Day (AFD) is a chance for the 
Nation to show their support for the men and 
women who make up the Armed Forces 
community: from currently serving troops to 
Service families, veterans, and cadets. Our 
appreciation for our Armed Forces reminds us 
of the invaluable work that our armed forces 
contribute to being able to live in relative peace 
and security, by working around the world, 
promoting peace, delivering aid, tackling drug 
smugglers, providing security and fighting 
terrorism. This year AFD was due to take part 

in Scarborough on Saturday 27th June, but due to the Coronavirus pandemic this had to be 
cancelled. 

 

 
On Armed Forces Day, Her Majesty the Queen wrote this message: 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh and I join many around the United Kingdom in celebrating Armed 
Forces Day, and the efforts of our military both at home and overseas. 
 
Today provides an opportunity for thanks, and a recognition of the dedication and risks faced 
by those serving our nation. We also have cause to thank veterans, who continue to contribute 
to our way of life, long after they leave the Armed Forces. 
 
Having had members of my family serve in each of the Armed Services, I know only too well of 
the pride Service personnel take in their duty. As your Commander-in-Chief, I send my 
warmest best wishes to you all, your families, and the entire Armed Forces community. 
 
Elizabeth R. 
 
To mark the day, Sir Kier Starmer announced the 
formation of a new group, to be known as the Labour 
Friends of the Forces. This is a move designed to 
strengthen the party’s connections with veterans, 
active personnel and forces families. 
 
In closing, I leave with you this picture taken by Danny 
Lawson of The Red Arrows flying in formation over 
Scarborough on the 27th June as a salute to our 
Armed Forces. 



 
 

7 
 

Wings Appeal 2020 
 
The current situation has meant that practically 
all our events, particularly those which raise 
funds for our annual Wings Appeal have had to 
be cancelled. Since our association relies very 
heavily on this income to sustain its welfare 
work, this year will see a substantial reduction in 
these funds. 
In view of this we would like members and 
friends to consider just making donations to this 
appeal.  
 

There are a number of ways which you can donate, and they are as follows. 
 
You can send a cheque to our treasurer made out to “RAFA Rushden” and annotated with the 
words “wings Appeal” on the reverse. His address is at the end of this newsletter under Branch 
Contacts   
You can transfer funds directly into our bank account, which is RAFA Rushden Branch 519, 
Sort Code 30-97-20, Account No. 00274956, again using the reference “Wings Appeal” 
 
We are in the process of setting up a Just Giving Account the details of which will be 
announced in our next newsletter.  
 
With all these methods of giving if you are a taxpayer, and most of us are, you can register for 
gift aid. Now this means that for every pound that you donate to us, we can claim 25% back 
from HMRC, but you need to register.  It is easy though, when sending cheques or donating 
through the bank you will need to send to our treasurer a completed gift aid declaration form.  
We have attached a blank form at the end of this newsletter for convenience. 
This will only need to be completed once and will allow us to claim the tax rebate on ANY 
donation from you, both now and in the future by ANY method.  
 
I think that you will agree that this must be worthwhile since our funds can benefit greatly at no 
charge to yourselves. We are currently awaiting a reference number from HMRC to enable us 
to operate this scheme.  
 

BEWARE – SCAMMERS ON THE LOOSE 
 

         

During Lockdown unfortunately Scamming has become a source of extorting money from the 
elderly through various means. This can be via Her Majesty’s Inland Revenue (HMRC), Banks, 
British Telecom, etc., 

 I know this from a personal experience. This started over a few days of the Bank contacting 
me advising me that someone had tried to purchase a number of expensive items from my 
account, which they had immediately stopped, and I then confirmed that I hadn’t purchased 
them. Out of the blue, I then received a telephone call (with the correct Bank number) which I 
thought was from my Bank, advising me that a scam had taken place and that my accounts 

Wings Appeal 
2020 

& Donating 
through 
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were at risk. Without going into detail, that call nearly cost me my entire deposits. They were 
very convincing, but I thought something was wrong, so I put the phone down and contacted 
my Bank immediately. It turned out that they were already on to it. They then blocked all my 
Banking details and issue me with new cards; I changed my username, and password. Whilst 
speaking with the Bank fraud department, I was told that they were dealing with higher 
amounts of fraud than normal, and unfortunately, the scammers were very sophisticated. 

Our Secretary has recently been contacted by a Royal British Legion member and advised of 
another scam involving HMRC. The scammer in question was a young white male around 5ft 
10in tall possibly late twenties to early thirties. He was knocking on doors claiming to possess 
a Court Order to collect money on behalf of the Inland Revenue.  He attempted to con the 
branch member, but when challenged for his ID, he showed it so fleetingly that it would have 
been impossible see his photograph on it. 

The RBL member was further pressured to produce £500 which the man said that he come 
back to collect later. At that time, he said he would produce the necessary paperwork to 
substantiate the claim.  Fortunately, our member called the Police who advised and later 
visited our member's home. 

Please be vigilant as well as being on guard – these unscrupulous people will stop at nothing 
and can be very threatening.  If in doubt close the door and call the Police. 

80th Anniversary of Dunkirk -‘Operation Dynamo’ overview  
 
On the 26th May we celebrated the 80th anniversary of the evacuation of Dunkirk in which 
more than 300,000 Allied soldiers were evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk between May 
26th and 4th June 1940. 
 
This was the result of a total miscalculation of the British Government of the day by under-
estimating the German strategy and their advancement through Europe. On 12th May 1940, 
Adolf Hitler ordered the invasion of France, and by 14th May 1940, German tanks had crossed 
the Meuse and had opened a gap in the Allied front. Six days later they reached the English 
Channel. 
The British, French and Belgium governments had seriously underestimated the strength of 
the German forces, and as a result the British Expeditionary Force (BEF), as well as the 
French, Canadian and Belgian troops, found themselves fighting against overwhelming odds. 
Before long, the Allied forces had retreated to the harbour and beaches of Dunkirk where they 
were trapped, a sitting target for the Germans. 
 

In an effort to at least evacuate some of the 
troops, just before 19.00 hrs. on the 26th May, 
Winston Churchill ordered the start of ‘Operation 
Dynamo’. This plan took its name from the 
dynamo room (which provided electricity) in the 
naval headquarters below Dover Castle, where 

Vice Admiral Bertram Ramsay had planned the 
operation. Destroyers and transport ships were 
sent to evacuate the troops, but they only 
expected to have time to lift off about 30,000 
troops. 
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However, in one of the most widely debated and potentially pivotal decisions of the war, Adolf 
Hitler ordered his generals to halt for three days, giving the Allies time to organise the 
evacuation. In the end, despite heavy fire from German fighters and bomber planes on the 
beaches, no full-scale German attack was launched and over 330,000 Allied troops were 
eventually rescued. 
 

The evacuation was by no means straightforward. 
Before long, the harbour at Dunkirk became partially 
blocked by ships sunk during the constant raids from 
enemy aircraft. It became necessary to take the 
troops off the nearby beaches, which was an almost 
impossible task because of the shallow water which 
prevented large ships from coming in close to shore. 
Small ships were needed to ferry the troops from the 
beaches to the larger ships, and 700 of these “little 

ships” were used. When they crossed the Channel many were crewed by naval personnel but 
there were those private owners who also made the hazardous journey. It is thought that the 
smallest of the boats to make the journey across the Channel was the Tamzine, an 18 feet 
open topped fishing boat now on display at the Imperial War Museum, London. 
 
The escape captured the minds and hearts of the British people at a time when it seemed that 
they too would soon be invaded. What was actually a defeat appeared like a victory when so 
many men were brought back safely to England… The Miracle of Dunkirk, and the phrase 
“Dunkirk spirit” is still in use today to describe British people banding together in the face of 
adversity. 
 
Where was the Royal Air Force during Dunkirk? 
 
During the Dunkirk evacuation, a myth began to circulate that the RAF did not do enough to 
protect the troops that were trapped on the beaches and the fleet of vessels trying to evacuate 
them. The RAF, however, were facing numerous other challenges as the German Luftwaffe 
sought to dominate the skies over northern France. 
 
At the start of the evacuation, RAF Fighter Command had been attempting to maintain 
continuous daytime patrols over France. These operated on patrol lines principally from 
Gravelines to Furnes and further inland from Dunkirk to St Omer.  
 
Furthermore, the patrols were usually only at squadron strength and the RAF were frequently 
outnumbered by the Luftwaffe who made several successful attacks on the town and port, and 
severely disrupted the evacuation. 
 
On 28 May 1940, 12 patrols were flown at an average strength of two squadrons, with 321 
sorties being carried out. Some squadrons were only able to put up less than the full squadron 
strength of 12 aircraft and the RAF twice clashed with very large formations of German aircraft. 
 
On 29 May, because of the size of the enemy formations met on the previous day, the patrols 
were adjusted again to try to have four squadrons in the vicinity of Dunkirk at any one time. 
But this meant an absence of fighter cover for periods of up to an hour and a half. 
 
Between 30 May and 4 June, Fighter Command dispatched 109 sorties but 27 were at full 
strength of 12 aircraft. The pressure on Fighter Command was such that some four squadron 
patrols actually involved aircraft from up to eight squadrons. 
 
From 1 June it was decided that the evacuation would proceed only by night and this greatly 
eased Fighter Command's problem as it could concentrate its patrols around dusk and dawn 
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to cover ships approaching or leaving Dunkirk, although the absence of RAF aircraft in the 
middle of the day also led to further unfavourable comments from the troops on the ground. 
 
During the last three days of the operation, from 2-4 June, the casualties due to bombing were 
reduced but this was in partly due to poor weather hampering Luftwaffe operations, and also 
due to the latter operating against targets elsewhere in France. Overall, though not effective at 
all times and all days the RAF fighter effort undoubtedly made a valuable contribution to the 
success of the evacuation. 
 
Aircraft from both Bomber and Coastal Commands also participated in operations around and 
over Dunkirk with Bomber Command intervening effectively on a number of occasions against 
German troop concentrations, road columns and artillery shelling the beaches, whilst Coastal 
Command operated against German E-boats, and to a lesser extent submarines which were 
attempting to disrupt the evacuation. 
 
Over the nine days of Operation Dynamo, the RAF flew 2,739 fighter sorties, 651 bombing 
raids and 171 reconnaissance flights. Fighter Command claimed 262 enemy aircraft, losing 
106 of their own. 
 
The Royal Air Force redeemed? 
 
However, within weeks following Dunkirk, the Royal Air Force would launch the defence of 
Great Britain through the Battle of Britain, which would vindicate and exonerate their actions, 
as Hitler sought to launch his air bombardment of Great Britain.  
 
The Battle of Britain was the successful unremitting and destructive air raids conducted by the 
German air force (Luftwaffe) from July through to September 1940, after the fall of France. 
Victory for the Luftwaffe in the air battle would have exposed Great Britain to invasion by the 
German army, which was then in control of the ports of France only a few miles away across 
the English Channel.  
 
In the event, the battle was won by the Royal Air Force Fighter Command, whose victory not 
only blocked the possibility of an invasion, but also created the conditions for Great Britain’s 
survival. However, it could be said that this once again acknowledged the important role of the 
Royal Air Force in any theatre combat role, and the defence of the nation.  
 
Historic UK website / Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund / Encyclopaedia Britannica /  Edited by Richard Cook 

 
Branch Outing – RAF Metheringham – 22nd July  (Postponed!) 

 
Once again this expected day out to RAF Metheringham had to be 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus, I thought I might write a brief history of 
this station that was the home to 106 Squadron & 110 Squadron in 1943 
and later in 1945 to 189 Squadron and 467 Squadron (RAAF). 
RAF Metheringham is located ten miles South East of Lincoln.  
The airfield was built for Nr. 5 Group Bomber Command in the winter of 
1942-43.  
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RAF Metheringham was a standard bomber airfield and was given only limited support 
buildings, with three runways of standard length, with most of the dispersals located on the 
eastern side. There was an extensive bomb dump located to the north-west corner of the field, 
and the main group buildings were located on the south west side, whilst the communal site 
was located to the south and west. The airfield itself is very flat and open to the elements, and 
during the harsh winters it had very little protection from the North Sea winds.   
 
The airfield opened for operations in October 1943 and 106 Squadron arrived at the airfield 
with their Avro Lancaster’s and within a week they began undertaking bombing operations, 
one of which was to Berlin four nights later. In November that year they lost their first bomber 
flown by F/O J. Hoboken DFC, who was shot down by flak near Frankfurt, all the crew were 
lost.  
 
No 106 Squadron continued to fly against Berlin but were blessed in that they had the lowest 
casualty rate of any Lancaster Squadron in Lincolnshire at the time. In nine raids 106 
Squadron lost eight aircraft, which was much lower than other squadrons in the area.  
 
On the night of 30/31 March 1944 the RAF undertook the most costly raid in terms of aircraft 
lost in its history. Bomber Command lost 94 aircraft in the raid with 106 Squadron being hard 
hit. Four aircraft were lost, three were shot down by night fighters, whilst a fourth crash landed 
at Manston in Kent. Twenty one crew members were lost from the three aircraft that were shot 
down.  

 
On 30 April 1944, Flight Engineer Norman Jackson took off on a mission 
to Schweinfurt. During the mission Jackson's aircraft was attacked by a 
night-fighter which set fire to the starboard inner engine. Jackson 
activated the internal extinguisher but this was ineffective. There was a 
danger that the fire would spread to the aircraft's fuel tanks. Jackson knew 
there was only thing to be done and that was to actually go outside and 
put the fire out. He grabbed a fire extinguisher and with the bomb aimer 
and navigator holding onto Jackson's parachute chords, climbed out of 
the upper escape hatch into the 200 mph slipstream.  
 

Jackson proceeded to lower himself onto the starboard wing. He crawled towards the burning 
engine where he proceeded to extinguish the fire. As Jackson edged back towards safety, the 
Lancaster was again attacked by a night-fighter. The attack injured Jackson in the legs and the 
engine again burst into flames which caught him. Jackson lost his grip and was flung into the 
aircraft's slipstream. Inside the aircraft, the crew could see what was happening so they played 
out Jackson's parachute and let go. Luckily the chute opened and Jackson landed heavily in a 
thicket bush. He was captured by German civilians and force marched to the nearest town 
which was some ten miles distant. Here he was finally taken to hospital and was there for the 
next ten months.  
 
The story of Jackson's bravery did not emerge until the end of the war when surviving 
members of the Lancaster's crew were released from captivity. So it was on 13 November 
1945 that Jackson received his Victoria Cross from King George VI at Buckingham Palace.  
 
On 7 July 1944 Lancaster JB641 coded ZN-X took off from Metheringham on a mission to 
bomb a V1 storage site near Paris. The crew were on their 28th mission but were lost following 
enemy action with the aircraft crashing near the village of Quetteville. None of the crew 
survived. In 2013 a book entitled Seven Short Lives, written by S B Potter was published. The 
book details the life stories of each crew member and is a compelling read as it brings to the 
forefront the human side of those that were lost during the bombing campaign.  
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One of the worst enemies of bomber crews was fog. In order to overcome this, fog dispersal 
equipment, known as FIDO, was installed at selected airfields, including Metheringham in 
January 1944. By May the system was in place with a Lancaster of 106 Squadron that had 
engine trouble following a raid on Tours, being the first aircraft to use FIDO at Metheringham.  

 
The FIDO equipment needed a huge amount of 
fuel to work effectively and was supplied by a 
pipeline that ran from railway sidings at Blankney, 
to the airfield. The system was not without its 
drawbacks. Whilst it cleared fog, it also generated 
a huge amount of lift through heat which was not 
conducive to landing aircraft. It became necessary 
to fly the Lancaster onto the runway as opposed to 
just cutting the power and dropping down and 
landing. Trying this method would mean the 
Lancaster simply floated and would not land.  

 
There were incidents whilst using FIDO and there was an incident involving an 83 Squadron 
Lancaster at Metheringham. The aircraft crashed killing all crew members as it attempted to 
land in foggy conditions. 
 
No 106 Squadron's last raid of the war took place on the night of 25/26 April 1945. Fourteen 
Lancaster’s from Metheringham joined fellow 5 Group Lancaster’s to bomb Vallo Oil Refinery 
near Tonsberg in Norway. This was the final raid of the war carried out by Lincolnshire based 
Lancaster’s.  

 
No 106 Squadron was the only operational squadron to 
use Metheringham, however, 1690 Bomber Defence 
Training Flight moved in from Scampton in the autumn 
of 1944. The Flight flew Spitfires and Martinets and 
provided fighter affiliation training for 5 Group.  
 
In June 1945, 467 Squadron arrived and began training 
for Far Eastern operations but with the end of the 
conflict with Japan, were soon declared redundant and 

disbanded on 30 September 1945. During its time at Metheringham 467 Squadron had a 
famous Lancaster within it ranks. B.1 R5868 which completed 137 operations over Europe and 
is now preserved at the Royal Air Force Museum Hendon.  
 
After the War the airfield remained intact into the 
1950s, but by the 1970’s most of the domestic 
buildings had been demolished. The airfield itself 
had been sold off for farming in 1961/62 with some 
hardstanding’s removed. However, several technical 
site buildings still remain in use, converted to 
modern commercial purposes. Today, you can still 
see signs of this once active airfield, and on the 
original communal accommodation site south-south-
west of the main airfield, near King's Covert and 
Westmoor Farm, many of the original buildings still 
stand. 
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The former station's ration store has now been restored and houses the Metheringham 
Airfield Visitor Centre, featuring an exhibition of photographs and memorabilia recalling life 
on an operational Second World War airfield. The site also has a small memorial garden and 
plinth dedicated to No. 106 Squadron.  
 
https://www.airshowspresent.com/raf-metheringham.html 
https://www.airshowspresent.com/raf-metheringham-airfield-history.html 
Edited by Richard Cook 
 

Pause for Thought 
‘We’ll meet again…’ 

 
Take a moment to remember and give thanks for the life of Vera Lynn 
who has died at the age of 103 years. What an exceptional life. Just an 
ordinary woman who did exceptional things, singing to the troops in 
Europe and Burma. It was a ‘gift of love’ to give support and 
encouragement to those in a difficult situation – a little piece of home. 
Some of you will be able to identify with them. Vera Lynn sang many 
songs, but concluded with ‘we’ll meet again’.  
 
When Her Majesty the Queen spoke to the nation soon after lockdown 
she referred to these words, ‘we’ll meet again’. They are powerful words 
– in what context do you receive them? 
 

Years ago, when missionaries sailed off to work and minister in other lands, very often bands 
would play on the quayside, and singers would sing, ‘God be with you till we meet again.’ 
That could have been here on earth, or in heaven above. The words go on to say, ‘Till we 
meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet.’ ‘God be with you till we meet again’. 
 
A few years ago when Richard and myself and our family flew to Germany to work in Cologne 
for the Salvation Army, a group of friends and colleagues sent us off with those very words, 
‘God be with you till we meet again’.  
 
When a man named Horatio, Spafford went to the quayside in America to see his family off 
on a ship, he was going to meet up with them at a later date, but sad to say it didn’t happen. 
On their journey the ship that the family was on found itself in the middle of a great storm and 
Horatio lost his four daughters during that storm, but his wife survived. What a terrible tragedy 
– but he had a faith - ‘God be with you till we meet again.’ Out of the tragedy he wrote a 
beautiful hymn of his assurance and faith, ‘When peace like river attendeth my way, when 
sorrows like sea billows roll, whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to know, it is well, it is well, 
with my soul.’ (He would meet them again). 
 
In the Scriptures, Jesus says, ‘I Am the Resurrection and the Life, whoever believes in me 
shall not die, but have eternal life’ (John 11:25-26). 
 
When watching a programme recently on Dunkirk, in a desperate situation, a man was 
praying, and told others to pray. A young man said, ‘does everyone do this, meaning praying’. 
He replied, ‘we do in situations like this, but when at home many are atheists’. Many use God 
in desperate times, but He is there all of the time for us. 
 
Trust Him today in all things, ‘till we meet again’, or, ‘God be with you, till we meet again in 
heaven’. Your choice! 
 
Pauline Cook (Major) 
Asst. Chaplain 
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Your Branch Contacts 
 
Who’s who: 
 

President   Mr. Paul O’Dell Tel: 01933 386893 
 

Chairman/Treasurer Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 
Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 

Postal Address  6 Stanley Hunt Court, Midland Road, RUSHDEN NN10 9UJ 
 

 
Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  

Email: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk  
 

Welfare Officer  RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 

Membership Secretary & Mr.  Richard Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant   Mrs. Pauline Cook. Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Media Representative Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
 

Chaplain   Rev. Rachel Hawkins Tel: 01933 356398 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Standard Bearer &  Mr. Mike Read    Tel: 01933 357304 
Deputy   Mr.Dick Wilmot   Tel: 01933 651997 
 

Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                              Email: richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Vice-President  Mr. Jim Doran Tel: 01933 317357 - Mob 07747 464 122  
       Email: jimdoran1@outlook.com 
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Charity Gift Aid Declaration – multiple donation 

 
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your 
address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.  
 
 
In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:  
 
 

 I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 years to:  

 
 
Name of Charity ____Royal Air Forces Association Rushden Branch 0519_________ 
 
 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.  
 
My Details  
 
Title ______ First name or initial(s) __________________________________________ 
 
Surname_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Full Home address ______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Postcode __________________________Date_______________________________  
 
 
Please notify the charity if you: 
 
 want to cancel this declaration  
 change your name or home address  
 no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax 
relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax 
return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 
 


