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Newsletter April 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
You will by now have heard of the various restrictions put in place by the government regarding the 
Covid – 19 virus.  As a result, our March meeting was cancelled. So that you don’t miss out 
Richard has kindly written an article on the subject we missed. Please also take note of the 
information he has produced regarding the virus. 
 
However, we did hold a committee meeting and it was decided that we should also cancel our next 
meeting scheduled for April 21st. It is also likely that our May 19th meeting will go the same way. 
We have also heard that all the IWM museums have been closed until further notice. As a result, 
our scheduled Duxford outing of May 22nd will unfortunately, NOT now go ahead.  
 
All this means that we may be unlikely to be able to reconvene until at least our June meeting. This 
will be kept under review by our Social committee who will continue to meet on a regular basis. We 
will keep you all updated with any changes as they affect us.  Additionally, we shall keep you 
posted by way of a monthly newsletter, rather than two monthly as is usual.  
 
Any future events may well be subject to other restrictions which are out of our control.  We are 
however, intending to continue to make the arrangements for all the future events as per our 
calendar, of which you will all have a copy. There is however a list below with the cancelled ones 
omitted. 
 
We, like you, are unaware how long this situation will continue, but in the event of any hardship or 
difficulty please feel free to contact any of your branch officials.  The contact details are again all 
on the back of your events card or on the last page of this newsletter. If any of us are unable to 
help, we will put you in touch with someone who can. 
 
In the meantime, look after yourselves. Hopefully it will not be too long before we can return to 
normal. 
 
Kind Regards  
Bernard Lines  
Branch Chairman 
 
 
All our Meetings are held at Rushden Town Bowls Club 144 Northampton Road, Rushden 
NN10 6AN: 
1930hrs on the 3rd Tuesday of each month unless otherwise stated  
 
12th June Store Collection Co-op Thrapston 
13th June Store Collection Co-op Raunds 
16th Jun Summer Social  

Meal & Entertainment 
22nd Jun Armed Forces Day 
21st Jul Speaker Meeting – Eddie Blunt 

Alphabetical Journey of Discovery 
22nd July Metheringham Airfield – Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa (Home of the 

Dambusters) 
July  VJ Day 
18th Aug Speaker Meeting - Will Osbourne  
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History of Rushden Toy Shop ‘Osborne’s TOYMASTER’ 
29th Aug RAFA Stall at the Higham Ferrers Farmers Market  

 
4th Sept. Store Collection – Asda Rushden 
10th Sep Wings Appeal Band Concert  

At Park Road Baptist Church by Raunds Temperance Band 
  
15th Sept. Speaker Meeting - Steve Pateman  

From Barton to Broadway – The Story of Kinky Boots 
20th Oct. Speaker Meeting - Tony Castoni of The Wildlife Trust  

Nature Conservation in this Area 
21st Oct.  IWM London + Bomber Command Memorial Outing (Rushden/Kettering) 
17th Nov. Speaker Meeting - Donna French  

Rushden Lakes 
15th Dec. Christmas Social  

Meal & Entertainment 
 
 
COVID-19 
 

 
 
Most of us are probable tired of the constant appeals from the Government to act within the 
guidance that is being given – but sadly, all too many people have been and will still do their 
own thing. 
 
However, we must give praise and thanks to those within our community who work tirelessly to 
ensure our health and well-being, the NHS Staff, Supermarkets, Lorry Drivers, Community 
Teams, Communication Networks, Refuge Collectors, Postmen and all those involved in 
ensuring that our utilities are kept up and running. I’m sure that there are so many others we 
could mention.  
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Some basic food supplies have been difficult to get, such as bread, milk, eggs, toilet rolls and 
so on, and our supermarkets have been working hard to keep the shelves supplied. Here is a 
guideline to some Supermarkets who are offering dedicated times for elderly shoppers – but 
there not guaranteed – except Sainsbury’s which we have already used.  
 
SAINSBURY’s stores have dedicated a special time to those who are elderly to do their 
shopping, from every 08.00 – 09.00 hrs Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
 
TESCO’s have dedicated one hour from 9am until 10am every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. 
 
ICELAND have said that elderly shoppers can now visit between 8am - 9am to get their 
shopping first. 
 
LIDL supermarkets are opening an hour earlier than usual in order to let elderly customers do 
their shopping. 
 
Other stores have also announced special opening times for the elderly, and some stores are 
offering a ‘Click & Collect Service’. Online delivery slots are overwhelmed. 
 
Speaker Meeting – 17th March 
 
As mentioned above, that due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, this meeting was cancelled. Our 
speaker Paul Needle has agreed to come at a later date.   
 
However, I am aware that so many of you look forward to these meetings and the wide variety 
of subjects, either by being present at the meetings or the reports given in the Newsletters. 
Therefore, I have put together a History of the BBC from information on the Web. Bearing in 
mind that the subject covers 98 years of the BBC, the article is a little longer than normal, but 
at this time, you may have a little more time to read it. It certainly brought back some 
memories of days past. I hope you enjoy it. 
 

The British Broadcasting Company 
(BBC) was formed on 18 October 1922 
by a group of leading wireless 
manufacturers including Marconi. 

Daily broadcasting by the BBC began in 
Marconi's London studio, 2LO, in the 
Strand, on November 14, 1922. John 
Reith, a 33-year-old Scottish engineer, 

was appointed as the General Manager of the BBC later in 1922. 

Initially the news was supplied by one agency, and music drama and 'talks' followed, filling the 
airwaves daily for a few hours. But It wasn't long before radio broadcasting could be heard 
across the nation. 

When setting up the Company there were no rules, standards or established purpose to guide 
Reith, and he immediately began innovating, experimenting and organising, and with the help 
of his newly appointed chief engineer, Peter Eckersley, the service began to expand rapidly. 

It provided advice for budding radio enthusiasts, and numerous advertisements by the 
fledgling radio industry, offering the latest in radio receiving technology. It was to become one 
of the world's most popular listing magazines. 
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In February 1924 listeners heard for the first time 
the six electronically generated 'pips' to indicate 
the Greenwich Time Signal (GTS) which were 
invented by Sir Frank Watson Dyson, and the 
Director General of the BBC John Reith. These six 
pips were designed to signal the precise start of 
every hour. 
 
In January 1927 the BBC was officially established 
by Royal Charter as the British Broadcasting 
Company, and Sir John Reith became its first                                                                                                         

                                                                    Director-General. The Charter defined the BBC's 
objectives, powers and obligations. It was to be mainly concerned with broad issues of policy, 
while the Director-General and senior staff were responsible for the detailed fulfilment of that 
policy. 

In November 1929 John Logie Baird began broadcasting some of his first experimental 
television broadcasts from studios near Covent Garden in London. Pictures were in black and 
white, created by mechanical means using a scanning disc, consisting of just 30 lines 
definition 

The 1930’s was the decade that brought about change, that changed everything, and the BBC 
was aware that it might have to operate in a radically different way should war come. 

 
But this didn't stop the BBC investing and developing, and it was the 
first broadcaster to begin a regularly scheduled TV service, in 1936. 
Radio went from strength to strength with the brand new 
Broadcasting House build at Portland Pl, Marylebone, London 
opening in 1932. It opened with 5,500 Staff, 9 Radio Networks & 5 
Television studios. 
 
In December 1932, King George V, the first 
British Monarch gave his first address to the 
Empire. This ground-breaking moment was 
used to inaugurate the start of BBC Empire 
Service, forerunner to today’s BBC World 
Service, and the King’s voice was heard for the 

first time by millions simultaneously. 
 
The next ground-breaking service came in November 1936 when the 
BBC Television Service opened. The BBC was the first broadcaster in 
the world to provide a regular ‘high definition’ television service, with 
drama, sport, outside broadcasts and cartoons. But it wasn’t to last for long, with the 
outbreak of war in 1939 which brought programmes to a sudden halt. 
 
However, with the outside broadcasts’ teams now operational, the BBC took its cameras to 
the Coronation of King George VI. 
 
In 1938 the BBC broadcasts its first Foreign Language in Arabic. The first announcer was 
Ahmad Kamal Sourour Effendi who was recruited from the Egyptian radio service as the 
voice of the BBC’s first service in a foreign language. His appointment made the service 
popular overnight and was one of the most loved presenters in the Arab world. 
 

The cover of the first Radio Times. 
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With the 1940’s and the WW2 fully established, this brought about fundamental changes to 
its programming with life reporting from the battle fields, which was a source of 
propaganda news to the free world.  

 
One of the most popular programmes during this decade 
that was launched in January 1942, was ‘Desert Island 
Discs’ which was devised by Roy Plomley. It was recorded 
in a bomb-damaged Maida Vale Studio. The success of the 
programme has always owed much to its simple format, which 
allows for sometimes revealing interviews. However, early 
programmes were scripted, to comply with wartime 
censorship. 

 
Then in October 1946, Norman Collins created ‘Woman's Hour’ it was the first dedicated 
radio programme for women. From early on, the programme was not afraid to tackle difficult 
issues facing women. Even after the first few editions, politics and women’s citizenship 
featured prominently. By 1947 BBC managers were panicking at the prospect of the 
menopause being discussed. Topics such as 'keeping house', and child care featured less 
after the 1960s. 
 
Also in 1946 a ground-breaking children's television 
service was inaugurated and one of its earliest 
successes was ‘Muffin The Mule’. Muffin was a 
loveable puppet whose antics were accompanied on 
the piano by Annette Mills. The duo's routine was to 
last for 9 years, and was the first children's programme 
to appear from the BBC's new television studios at 
Lime Grove. 
 
Television Broadcasting was now beginning to develop rapidly. By 1948 the BBC News was 
been broadcast with BBC Newsreels enhancing various reports, and also in 1948 
approximately 100,000 UK households had a television which enabled the BBC to broadcast 
68.5 hours of live Olympic coverage. Just imagine for a moment most viewers watched on 
screens measuring about 25 by 20 centimetres.  
 
In July 1949 the BBC started broadcasting the weather forecast again after they had been 
abandoned during WW11. They consisted of charts, with a disembodied voice reading. The 
big change to the modern format came in January 1954, when a Met Officer interpreted the 
map in vision. George Cowling was the BBC's first 'weatherman'. 

 
As the BBC moved into the 1950’s we heard ‘The 
Archers’ for the first time which now is the world's 
longest running soap opera and is set in and around 
the fictitious rural village of Ambridge. It was first 
broadcast as a trial programme on the Midlands Home 
Service to promote good agricultural practice. The 
experiment ended on 2 June, and was then broadcast 
across the UK, becoming a national institution. 
 

In June 1953 the public were able to see the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth 11 with running 
commentary from Richard Dimbleby. This event transformed the history of television, boosting 
the sale of black and white television sets. Over 20 million people across Europe watched the 
event, with many people clustered around friends and neighbours' TV sets. 
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Later in October 1958 ‘Blue Peter’ started its 62 years run, and is still going strong, with its 
intrepid presenters and characterful pets, and charity appeals that genuinely engage with the 
younger viewers' lives and interests. Now the programme comes from the new BBC studios at 
Salford Quays, Manchester. 
 
The 1960’s was the decade of colour, drama, and international collaboration. Colour TV ended 
a long period of technological isolation for Britain, the BBC drama department produced world 
beating TV series such as ‘Doctor Who’ and ‘The Forsythe Saga.’  

And in September 1967 - Radio 1 went live, after pirate radio stations were banned by the 
government. The BBC launched Radio 1 to meet the increasing need of the youth market. Its 
first DJ was Tony Blackburn, who launched ‘Daily Disc Delivery’, and the first record played 

was ‘Flowers In The Rain’ by The Move. 

The 1970’s saw hyper-inflation in much of the world, but 
the BBC scored major hits in its light entertainment 
programmes. For instance, the award winning Fawlty 
Towers, Are You Being Served and The Good Life, 
The Morecambe and Wise Show and The Two 
Ronnies were also big hits of the 1970s.  

Also, in the 1970’s the BBC with the Open University 
joined forces to create a long-standing partnership 

which transformed access to university education. This followed a desire to open up learning 
by Prime Minister Harold Wilson in the 1960s. The combination of early morning and late-night 
broadcasts with written materials, became an international model for distance learning. 

In April 1972 the BBC launched its first children's TV news bulletin. John Craven was chosen 
to present the programme, sitting in front of a desk, not behind, so as not to remind children of 
a teacher. Newsround was the first sustained attempt to give children a news service which 
they could call their own. It broke two major news stories: an assassination attempt on Pope 
John Paul, and the loss of the Space Shuttle Challenger in 1986. 

In April 1974 - The Family - the first 'fly-on-the-wall' documentary captured the tensions and 
humour of ordinary family life in the Wilkins household. It raised controversial issues about 
class, race and manners in 70s England, and was the first-time cameras had simply filmed 
daily life without direct interviews - the earliest example of 'reality TV' 

Natural History programmes were launched in 1979 by David Attenborough who started an 
epic of 13 episodes of beautiful photography and compelling intimate commentary revealing 
an insight into the natural world around us. 
 
As we entered the 1980’s this was to be the decade of major international conflict and the BBC 
found itself torn between covering conflicts in the Falkland Islands, Northern Ireland, 
Tiananmen Square, the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, stretching resources immensely. 
 
In July 1981, the Wedding of Prince Charles and Lady 
Diana Spencer captured the hearts of the nation. Charles 
and Diana's wedding had an estimated global TV audience 
of 750 million, making it the most popular programme ever 
broadcast. It was full of iconic and memorable moments, 
making its mark on a generation, and was one of the 
BBC's biggest outside broadcasts of the decade. 
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In January 1983, we saw the launch Breakfast Time – the UK's first breakfast TV service. 
Presented by Frank Bough, Selina Scott and weatherman Francis Wilson. Breakfast Time was 
launched ahead of ITV's breakfast service, TV-AM changing TV schedules forever. The BBC 
surprised its rival when it launched a lightweight sofa based show with the emphasis on studio 
guests, keep fit, horoscopes and news headlines. 
 
Then in February 1985, East Enders one of Britain's most successful television soap operas 
reached number one in the ratings within 8 months of its launch and has consistently remained 
amongst the top 5 programmes thereafter. The episode on Christmas Day 1986 where Den 
Watts served Angie with divorce papers gained a record audience of 30 million viewers.  
 

In Africa reporter Michael Buerk alerted the world through BBC 
News to a famine of biblical proportions in Ethiopia, leading to 
Bob Geldof's international Live Aid phenomenon in 1985 
masterminded by the BBC. 
 
In 1995, BBC gained one 
of its largest audiences of 
all time with the 
Panorama interview with 

Princess Diana (1995). It was watched by 15 million 
people, Diana talked frankly about her marriage to 
Prince Charles. Later in the decade, nineteen million 
people would watch the funeral of Diana, at the time, the 
largest outside broadcast ever mounted by the BBC. 
 
In November 1997, the BBC News 24 Channel. This was the BBC's first rolling TV news 
service and was the second 24 hour news service in Britain, and by 1998 the BBC launched 
its first BBC Digital TV Channel. Since the start of 21st century, digital BBC TV channels, and 
radio services have increased, and HDTV has become the new standard. New services, such 
as Red Button, Connected Red Button, the BBC iPlayer, and 3D TV, continue to make a huge 
impact. 
 
In May 2004, Come Dancing returns as 'Strictly'. The original Come Dancing programme ran 
between 1949 and 1998, but only reached cult status when it was re-launched as Strictly 
Come Dancing in 2004. Placing well known celebrities outside their comfort zone, and seeing 
them come through a tough competition and selection process has had people viewing in their 
millions.  
 
Online BBC iPlayer was launched in July 2007 which enabled viewers to see what they 
wanted when they wanted. This was a simple way of catching up on missed programmes, 
without an additional fee to pay, the BBC iPlayer is a complement to conventional TV viewing. 
 

In September 2007 the BBC Officially - opened by the then 
Prime Minister, Gordon Brown - the BBC Pacific Quay which 
is the home of BBC Scotland and was the first all-digital 
BBC centre. The new building is a dynamic broadcasting 
centre and a benchmark in terms of state-of-the-art digital 
technology and production methods, across TV, radio and 
online. All BBC Scotland's national broadcast output comes 
from here, including the popular Reporting 
Scotland and Sportscene. 
 

As we entered the 21st century and the second decade, the digital revolution continued and 
the BBC has adapted to the emergence of smartphones and smart devices with an explosion 
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of new ways to consume BBC content. In addition to expanding iPlayer and its counterpart 
BBC Sounds, there have also been experiments with 3D and 4K television.  
 
The BBC moved out of Television Centre, but 
Broadcasting House was revitalised as the flagship 
headquarters and a new northern hub Media City UK was 
opened at Salford Quays. The decade also saw the BBC 
televise the 2012 London Olympics and two Royal 
Weddings around the world. The Olympics London 2012 
as the first truly digital Games, with over 51.9m viewers in 
the UK. 
 
The BBC continues to be innovated in its approach to the 21st Century with the BBC Radio 
Player which was launched as the new dedicated home for BBC radio. It’s available across 
multiple platforms, BBC iPlayer Radio allows you to wake up to your favourite BBC station and 
listen on the move with a smartphone app. It offers the full breadth of BBC content with a new 
radio experience across PC, mobile and tablet. Catch-up any time you want via access to on-
demand content, clips, videos and downloads. 
 
What a contrast from its beginnings in 1922 to the present. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/historyofthebbc/timelines/1950s 
Edited by Richard Cook 

 
 
 

Branch Business 
 

Welcome to our New President 
And Vice-President 

 
A group set up for RAF veterans across East 
Northants has appointed a new team to sit behind the 
controls of the organisation. 
 
Royal Air Forces Association’s (RAFA) Rushden and 
District Branch recruits’ members from Rushden as 
well as Higham Ferrers, Irthlingborough, Stanwick, 
Raunds and Thrapston. 
 

Committee stalwarts, Paul O’Dell, and Jim Doran were appointed as branch president and vice 
president respectively to lead the charity with its aims of welfare and beating social isolation. 
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Urgent Appeal for Help 
 
An Urgent Appeal has been made by the Royal Air Association 
for Volunteers to come forward who are under the age of 70 
years to help in the distribution of food, to run errands to support 
members who cannot get out. If you think you could help, please 
contact the Chairman, Bernard Lines or the Secretary Peter 

Trafford-Smith on the telephone numbers listed under Who’s Who. Thank you 
Pause for Thought 

 
‘There is Hope, Love & 

God’ 
What a lovely few days we had 
towards the end of last month with 
temperatures between 120-180, 
centigrade, and lots of sunshine. 
So, although we cannot get out 
very often, we can open the 
windows and let the fresh air in, or 
go out into the garden (if we have 
one) and soak up some vitamin D, 
which we all need at the moment. 

 
I don’t need to remind you of the global coronavirus pandemic, because at the moment, we’re 
being informed constantly, but not everyone is following the guidelines.  
 
It’s interesting, that from the very beginning of creation people haven’t changed – they don’t 
follow the rules and guidelines that God laid down for us. In just over a week’s time it will be 
Easter – Holy Week – when we will once more be reminded of the sacrifice of God’s Son for 
us to live the life God intended it to be. He shows us by His action on the Cross that He loves 
us and wants us to have a relationship with Him, so that He can be with us and help us in any 
situation that we find ourselves.  
 
In these uncertain times, one thing is certain, God is in control – trust Him. Maybe it’s time to 
reflect and see where we are spiritually. Let’s take time to think in these days, and to reflect 
and pray. 
 
In the 1960’s the Salvation Army had a ‘Pop Group’ called the Joy Strings. One of their songs 
they sang was this one – ‘There will be God’, written by Joy Webb: 
 
Ten thousand words may pass away 
And bring the dawning of a cosmic day; 
Age after age, time after time, hold its sway: 
Man walks alone amidst uncertainty, 
Only one thing can still make him strong; 
In the doubt, in the fear, in the loneliness. 
In the struggle of right against wrong. 
Somewhere amidst the confusion, 
There will be hope, there will be love, 
There will be God. 

All time may pass into eternity, 
And man must venture on a life unknown; 
Journey alone, each to his own destiny: 
In life or death, amidst uncertainty, 
Only one thing can still make him strong: 
In the doubt, in the fear, in the loneliness. 
In the struggle of right against wrong. 
Somewhere amidst the confusion, 
There will be hope, there will be love, 
There will be God. 

 
God Bless, and be assured of our prayers at this time. 
Pauline Cook (Major) 
Asst. Chaplain 
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Who’s who: 
 

President   Mr. Paul O’Dell 
Vice-President  Mr. Jim Doran 
 
Chairman/Treasurer Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 
                                                                        Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  
                                                                        Email: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk  
 
Welfare Officer   RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 
Membership Secretary &  Mr. Richard &       Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant                         Mrs. Pauline Cook. Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Media Representative Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
 
Chaplain         Rev. Rachel Hawkins St. Peters Church, Rushden 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Standard Bearer &  Mr. Mike Read    Tel: 01933 357304 
Deputy   Mr.Dick Wilmot  Tel: 01933 651997 
 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                             Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
 

 


