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Newsletter March 2020 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
Having successfully negotiated the AGM we can now settle down to the year with confidence. 
You will note from the list of officers at the end of this letter that the meeting resulted in some 
changes. 
We are also pleased to announce that we have managed to arrange the complete years 
programme at the start of the year (almost!). The social committee made that promise towards 
the end of last year and you will see from the list below that apart from a couple of store 
collections we have achieved our aim. We have also produced a pocket-sized card containing 
all the relevant details, along with the branch officers all printed in a convenient format. We 
have enclosed one with this newsletter and so you now have no excuse to miss a single item! 
The committee and officers worked very hard to achieve this so please support us all you can. 
I’ll now leave you in peace to read the rest of this newsletter but hope to see you very soon. 
Kind Regards  
Bernard Lines  
Branch Chairman 
 
All our Meetings are held at Rushden Town Bowls Club 144 Northampton Road, Rushden 
NN10 6AN: 
1930hrs on the 3

rd
 Tuesday of each month unless otherwise stated  

 

Day/Month Meeting or Social Event/Visit 

17
th
 Mar 

 
Speaker Meeting Paul Needle 
History of the BBC 

21
st
 Apr Speaker Meeting Steve Slater 

Biggles Biplane and WW1 Flying 

8
th
-10th May VE Day at the Station at Rushden 

19
th
 May Film Night 

They Shall Grow Not Old 

22
nd

 May Duxford Museum Outing (Rushden/Kettering) Friday pre Display weekend 

12
th
 June Store Collection Co-op Thrapston 

13
th
 June Store Collection Co-op Raunds 

16
th
 Jun Summer Social  

Meal & Entertainment 

22
nd

 Jun Armed Forces Day 

21
st
 Jul Speaker Meeting – Eddie Blunt 

Alphabetical Journey of Discovery 

22nd July Metheringham Airfield – Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa (Home of the 
Dambusters) 

July  VJ Day 

18
th
 Aug Speaker Meeting - Will Osbourne  

History of Rushden Toy Shop ‘Osborne’s TOYMASTER’ 

29
th
 Aug RAFA Stall at the Higham Ferrers Farmers Market  

 

4
th
 Sept. Store Collection – Asda Rushden 

10
th

 Sep Wings Appeal Band Concert  
At Park Road Baptist Church by Raunds Temperance Band 

 



2 
 

 
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 
Branch Charity Number 263072 

 In England & Wales www.rafa.org.uk 

 

 

15th Sept. Speaker Meeting - Steve Pateman  
From Barton to Broadway – The Story of Kinky Boots 

20
th
 Oct. Speaker Meeting - Tony Castoni of The Wildlife Trust  

Nature Conservation in this Area 

21
st
 Oct.  IWM London + Bomber Command Memorial Outing (Rushden/Kettering) 

17
th
 Nov. Speaker Meeting - Donna French  

Rushden Lakes 

15
th
 Dec. Christmas Social  

Meal & Entertainment 

 

Speaker Summary – Tony Smith – All Weather Operations – 21st January 
 

(Anthony J. Smith FRAeS) 

 

Tony gave us a description of the main equipment and crew 
procedures that were required for landings to take place in all 
weathers.  
 
Tony, being a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society had spent 
much of his professional life working in a research team at RAE 
Bedford on the development of all-weather airfield operations 
including blind landing systems. 

 
He started the evening with a look back at history, to the early days of aeronautics and 
particularly WW1. He described how flying was restricted to operations by day and was very 
dependent upon weather conditions, especially visibility. Despite these operational limitations 
Tony drew attention to the incredible capabilities of the human eye. It is a wonderful, adaptive 
sensor with the ability to provide visibility over a very wide range of lighting conditions 
 

Between WW1 & WW2 there were significant aircraft instrument equipment developments that 

enabled pilots to fly safely in cloud and at night but these developments did little to enhance 

the pilot’s ability to land an aircraft when visibility was restricted by fog or night time. The 

German aircraft industry, prevented by the 1919 Treaty of Versailles from developing new 

aircraft, invested heavily in the development of commercial aviation, and in the development of 

aircraft guidance and automatic control systems that would improve safety and reliability. 

These developments sowed the seeds for the development some 20 years later of blind 

landing aids which allowed aircraft to approach an airport at night or in bad weather. These 

technologies also found applications in the V2 rocket.  Also during the 1930s, several air-

forces began to study the use of electronic aids. The enhancement of night 

bombing capabilities began to become paramount in military aviation circles. Of course the 

problem with night bombing is that the same limitations encountered in airfield operations in 

visibility meant the bomber crew would have a difficult time finding their targets, especially 

when blacked-out at night. The need for radio guidance beams was established during WW2,  

with developments of these used in operations thus increasing expertise. At the same time 

Radar emerged as a powerful tool to be used not only in the detection of aircraft, but further 

developments led to its use in providing approach guidance to landing aircraft. 

 

{The RAF in the pre-war period invested heavily in navigation training, equipping their aircraft 

with various devices, including an astrodome for taking a star fix and giving the navigator room 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blind_landing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blind_landing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blitz#Night_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackout_(wartime)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrodome_(aviation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celestial_navigation
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to do his calculations in an illuminated workspace. This system was put into use as soon as 

the war began and was initially regarded as successful}  

 

In the 1920’s and 1930’s much thought was given to visibility aids that would enable aircraft to 

land safely at an appropriate airfield at night. The most obvious answer was “to turn night into 

day” by floodlighting the landing runway. Car headlights were employed to provide this form of 

visual aid when Lindberg landed in Paris after crossing the Atlantic but due to engineering 

limitations this could never be a practical solution. As a practical solution patterns of lights 

were developed in the 1930’s that helped pilots locate and identify their destination airfield and 

outlined the designated runway at night and in misty conditions. Lighting systems of this type 

were demonstrated to the RAF at Drem near Edinburgh early in WW2. This design was 

adopted, and examples were to be found locally at Chelveston and Podington airfields. 

In tactical situations and at temporary airfields a flare path using devises that looked like a 

watering can with a wick in the spout, fuelled by paraffin were used to light up the runway. 

 

At the end of WW2 developments accelerated by operational requirement offered the potential 

for the development of blind landing capabilities. Precision sensors such as gyroscopes and 

accelerometers. Radio guidance beams and radar gave research teams the tools they needed 

to initially develop safe low visibility landing capabilities and subsequently a true blind landing 

system. 

In the 1950s a fog dispersal system designated FIDO was developed. This used fuel oil, piped 

to nozzles around the runway perimeter that provided a pattern of flames. This heat source 

dispersed fog from the immediate runway vicinity so that pilots could, in theory, see the 

runway and land safely. Pilots reported some success with the system but commented that 

landing into a sea of flames was a daunting task. It was for this reason abanded shortly after 

testing. 

 
The RAF adopted the Precision Approach Radar (PAR) which is a talk-down radar guidance 
system designed to provide lateral and vertical guidance to an aircraft pilot for landing, until the 
landing threshold is reached. The PAR was a distinct step forward but it required regular 
training and it wasn’t precise enough to support landing operations in visibilities of less than 
0.5 mile. 
 

The need for true blind landing capabilities was 
established for both military and civil operations. 
The Blind Landing Experimental Unit, abbreviated 
BLEU, was the British government research 
organisation tasked with creating an all-weather 
auto-landing system for military and civilian aircraft. 
In 1950 it successfully carried out an automatic 
landing using a Devon aircraft. From 1957 BLEU 
was situated locally at RAE Bedford. It was here that 
the world’s first automatic landing of a four-engine 
jet aircraft was achieved some years later. In the 
1970’s the sophisticated systems we have today emerged from the work of BLEU, so that 
today true all-weather landings take place routinely. 
 
Tony explained the main system components and crew procedures that are used in all-
weather operations today. He stressed that it is the integration of all these systems that 
enables blind landings to take place safely. The elements of the system are;  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviator
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Firstly, Airport Components. Airports need a non-visual guidance system such as an 

Instrument Landing System (ILS) which is used for approaching and landing aircraft. Visual Aids 

such as standardised lighting and marking, providing visual guidance for approaching, landing, 

take-off and ground movements. A Runway Visual range measurement and reporting system and 

of course an efficient Air Traffic Control (ATC) to monitor arrivals, taxi-movements and departure of 

aircraft. 

 

Secondly, Aircraft Components. Most importantly, pilots must be qualified to fly the aircraft and 

to manage all the on-board systems. There also needs to be an automatic pilot which is able to 

control the aircraft flight path for some or all of a precision approach and landing manoeuvre, and 

lastly air-ground and ground-air data links etc., to provide non-visual guidance information and 

ATC communications. 

 

Thirdly, Key Operational Components. These components are related landing approach and 

specify the operational limits that are applied, depending on the availability and performance level 

of various elements: 

 

Non-instrument approach – using visual landing aids (v.l.a) only. A non-precision 
approach uses a navigation system for course deviation but does not provide glide path 
information. These approaches are flown to a decision height/altitude (DH/DA),  
 
Non-precision approach - beacon + v.l.a. A non-precision approach uses a navigation 
system for course deviation but does not provide glide path information. These approaches 

are flown to a decision height/altitude (DH/DA). 
 
Precision Approach, Category 1 - ILS + v.l.a. A Precision Category 1 Approach and Landing 
Operation with a decision height not lower than 200 ft, and a runway visual range not less than 
650m. 

 
Precision Approach, Category 2 - ILS + v.l.a.  A Precision Category 2 operation means a 
precision instrument approach and landing with a decision height lower than 200 feet (60 
meters) but not lower than 100 feet (30 meters) and a Runway Visual Range (RVR) of not less 
than 350 meters.  
 
Precision Approach, Category 3A (3B/3C) - ILS + v.l.a.  A Precision CAT 3 is an 
automatic landing protocol which utilizes ILS (Instrument Landing System), in which the 
decision height is 50 ft. It is used in many large commercial airports, for example, London 
Heathrow, which has a Category 2/3 Landing system. The protocol is implemented with 
commercial airliners. 
 
Decision Altitude/Height (feet) & Minimum RVR(m). The Decision Altitude (DA) or Decision 
Height (DH) is a specified altitude or height in the Precision Approach or approach with vertical 
guidance at which a Missed Approach must be initiated if the required visual reference to 
continue the approach has not been established. 
 

Operational Procedures – The First officer on board an aircraft will use visual cues and/or 

auto-pilot to establish the aircraft on final approach and will fly the aircraft or monitor the auto-

pilot down to the decision height (DH). Height calls are given as the DH is approached. At the 

DH there is a ‘decide’ call for the Captain. If he does not immediately call that he will ‘land’ or 

the First Officer will initiate an overshoot. 

https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Precision_Approach
https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Missed_Approach
https://www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Visual_References


5 
 

 
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 
Branch Charity Number 263072 

 In England & Wales www.rafa.org.uk 

 

 

Ground Movements - Once the aircraft has landed the pilot requires to see the specified 

lighting and signs to taxi safely and expeditiously. The same service from the visual aids is 

required for departures. A take-off, using visual aids may in some cases be authorised using 

significantly lower RVR values than those for landing. 

 

The evening was attended by 20 members and 3 visitors. It was very informative, and a round 

of applause was given followed by a time for Questions from the audience. 

 

Annual General Meeting - 18th February 2020 

 
A summary of the meeting follows however, a full report and minutes is included with this 
Newsletter for members only. 
 
Reports for 2019 were presented by the Chairman - Bernard Lines; Secretary - Jim Doran and 
Membership Secretaries, Richard & Pauline Cook. Unfortunately, due to personal 
circumstances the Welfare Officer, Paul Laflin was unable to be present and subsequently no 
report was given.  
 
Following the reports, the Chairman and officers of the branch stood down, whereupon Steve 
Webb our RAFA Branch Support Officer, took over the meeting and thanked everyone for their 
work over the year. He asked the outgoing Chairman, who gave his agreement to stand for 
another year. There being no further nominations, Bernard Lines was duly elected as 
Chairman for another year and duly resumed the chair. He then stated that the following 
Branch Officers were standing down:  
 
President     Kenneth Edwards  
Secretary     Jim Doran  
Welfare Officer    Paul Laflin  
Speaker Secretary    Kenneth Billington 
 
However, the following Branch Officers had indicated their willingness to stand for re-election. 
And as no other nominations for these posts were forthcoming, it was decided to vote for these 
on block and they were duly re-elected. The officers in question were; 
 
Vice Chairman    Mike Read  
Branch Treasurer    Bernard Lines 
Membership Secretary &   Richard Cook 
Assistant     Pauline Cook 
Media/Public Relation Representative Marion Vine 
Newsletter Editor    Richard Cook 
 
The Chairman then asked the Membership to propose, second and vote on the vacant 
positions from nominations that had been received prior to the meeting. The following were 
then voted in, in turn. 
 
President     Paul O’Dell 
Vice- President    Jim Doran 
Secretary     Peter Trafford-Smith 
Speaker Secretary    Paul O’Dell 
 
The position of Welfare Officer remains unfilled, since no nominations were forthcoming. It was 
noted that all future such needs would be referred directly to RAFA HQ Welfare Department. 
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For the record the Non - Elected Posts were stated as follows. 
 
Chaplain           Rev. Rachel Hawkins  
Assistant Chaplain     Major Pauline Cook  
Standard Bearer &    Mike Read  
Deputy      Dick Wilmot 
 

Business Meeting  
 
Following the AGM, a normal business meeting was held in which Stephen Webb, RAFA HQ 
Branch Support Officer addressed us outlining ongoing future developments with the 
organisation as it moves to fulfilling the requirements of the United Kingdom Charities’ 
Commission directives.  
 

RAFA One Charity up-date 
 
Although this subject has been mentioned at our meetings and published in the Air Mail, here is the 
latest information. As well as the move to One Charity it was pointed out by one of the branches 
that association’s administrative structure would need to be brought up to date as well, since that 
had not been reviewed for some years. It was decided that the one Charity task group would 

undertake both tasks and be renamed the “Administrative Structure Task Group”. 

 
A letter from the Sec Gen, distributed in January 2020, gave an update on the work resulting 
from the Administrative Structure Task Group.  A timetable was created to ensure that the 
Council could report back to the 2020 National Conference and to the Regional Conferences 
in April and May 2020. In his letter, Sec Gen summarises the proposed changes to date 
(actual consultation documents can be found on the Association Web Site). The summary is 
as follows: 
 

 13 groups will replace the five areas.  Groups will comprise between 13 and 35 
Branches (compared to the current unbalanced sizing of Areas which contain between 
15 and 162 branches). 

 Group Committees will replace Area Councils with new terms of reference replacing 
Area Regulations. 

 The purpose of the Group is to support branches, not to monitor/oversee branch 
activity. 

 Branches remain separate charities under the management of branch committees 
(charity trustees) but with clearer terms of reference which will replace Branch 
Regulations. 

 Regional Conferences will continue to be held – all branches in a group will be invited 
to a regional conference which will comprise several Groups. The Association’s Annual 
Conference will not be affected. 

 Each group will have a president (as now), although a Group President may cover 
more than one group. 

 The role of the Branch Membership Committee (BMC) will be enhanced to become a 
“membership council” comprising Group representatives, chaired by a Council Trustee.  
BMC (an existing Council Committee) will have delegated authority from Council to 
oversee branch activity, amend terms of reference, disseminate good practice, apply 
sanctions and close branches were necessary. 

 The size of the Council will reduce from 23 trustees to 18.  Group committees will elect 
to BMC rather than to Council, so there will no longer be five Area Representatives on 
Council.  The role of Treasurer will also be removed. 
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 Council will remain as the overall governing body, which is what the Charity 
Commission expects it to be. 

 Changes to the Royal Charter, Rules and Byelaws will be subject to the approval of 
Annual Conference as at present. 

 Proposed additional objectives will take advantage of more modern descriptions of 
charitable purposes set out in the Charities Act 2011; to include education, promotion of 
volunteering and efficiency of HM Air Forces. 

 
At a recent Governance Workshop, held at HQ Leicester, the proposed changes were 
explained in greater detail, although they are available on the RAFA web site.  The two images 
below, however, make the proposed change from the “Regional” structure to the “Group” 
structure much clearer. 
 

 
 

 
RAFA Web Site Portal 
 
Members need to be aware that the association now has a “portal”, access to which is 
available to all members (with a computer and email address).  
 
Gaining access is straightforward. Call 0800 0182361 and ask the operator to open a portal 
account for you. You will be asked for either your membership number or for your personal 
details so that they can find you on the data base (and satisfy data-protection).  Once they are 
happy, they will send you two emails; one is a welcome and the other has a link.  Your email 
address will be your log-in into the members’ portal and the second email has a link that will 
allow you to create your own password.  You can then explore the site, access the various 
benefits in the members’ area, and follow the ongoing work towards the One Charity goal. 
 

Current 
Structure 

Proposed 
Future Structure 
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Pause for Thought 
 

God is in Control 
 
When we listen to the weather reports they tell 
us that we’ve had the wettest February since 
records began back in the mid 1800’s. In the 
past couple of months we’ve experienced storm 
Ciara, Dennis and Jorge, which have brought 
high winds which have caused significant 
damage to properties and the environment, as 
well as heavy rains causing rivers to burst their 

banks and resulting extreme flooding and heartache to so many people. 
 
All over the world we’ve also seen devastation in Australia, with the extreme weather 
conditions there with temperatures exceeding 40+ degrees Celsius which is over 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit – one might say roasting – which has caused extreme bush fires with the loss of 
property, claiming some deaths in human life and tens of thousands of wildlife. 
 
Climate change is something we hear about every day, but it’s something that is within the 
control of humanity. Countries around the world need to be more positive and proactive if we 
are to reverse the current trend in global warming. Thank God for young people who at this 
time seem to be at the forefront of taking positive action and being proactive in bringing it to 
the notice of world leaders? But in reality, we all have a responsibility to do something, 
however small. 
 
It’s amazing that how amidst the devastation of the fires in Australia we’ve seen photos of new 
green shoots already beginning to sprout from the burned out forest, reminding us that new life 
is a possibility and a reality. 
 
Again, with all the rains and floods that we’ve experienced here in the UK, and the beginning 
of the metrological spring we are beginning to see new life evolve in creation, with the site of 
daffodils, crocuses, green shoots on the trees and even some early blossom, it’s a miracle that 
we experience every spring-time. 
 
Spring-time reminds us yet again, as I have already said, is a time of new-life coming forth, 
and reminding us that God is in control of all things in creation, and that from devastation 
comes new-life, be it in nature or humanity.  
 
Some of us may be going through some very difficult and devastating times in our lives right 
now, but it’s not the end – new life can come from bad situations, because we have a God who 
is in control and loves and cares for each one of us. His thoughts and ways may not be ours, 
but God is in control. Maybe it’s time to look to Him and trust Him. He is faithful: He is 
unchanging.  
 
The Bible tells us, that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever’. He will not 
leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:8, Hebrews 13:5). 
 
 

 
Pauline Cook (Major) 
Asst. Chaplain 
 
 



9 
 

 
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 
Branch Charity Number 263072 

 In England & Wales www.rafa.org.uk 

 

Who’s who: 
 

President   Mr. Paul O’Dell 
Vice-President  Mr. Jim Doran 
 
Chairman/Treasurer Mr. Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 
                                                                        Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
 
Secretary   Mr. Peter Trafford-Smith Mob: 07850 956061  
                                                                        Email: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk  
 
Welfare Officer   RAFA HQ Welfare Department - Tel: 0116 268 8781 / 8782 
 
Membership Secretary &  Mr. Richard &       Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant                         Mrs. Pauline Cook. Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Media Representative Mrs. Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
 
Chaplain         Rev. Rachel Hawkins St. Peters Church, Rushden 
Assistant Chaplain   Mrs. Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Standard Bearer &  Mr. Mike Read    Tel: 01933 357304 
Deputy   Mr.Dick Wilmot  Tel: 01933 651997 
 
Newsletter Editor  Mr. Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                             Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 

RAFA Kettering Branch – Coffee Morning 
 

 
Coffee, Cake and Chat:  The next Coffee, Cake and Chat will be at St 
Andrew’s Church Rooms from 2 to 4pm on Saturday 25th April 2020.  As 
always, this is open to all veterans and their partners – please pass on the 
word. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:vine66@sky.com


10 
 

 
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 
Branch Charity Number 263072 

 In England & Wales www.rafa.org.uk 

 

RAFA Rushden & District has received a plea from the Spitfire Air Explorers  
(1

st
 Sywell Air Scout Group) to help raise funds for an expedition to Uganda and support 

underprivileged children. The two young Volunteers are Marshall and Ben.  Please help 
support them in this very worthy cause by going to the Coffee Morning at Sywell Village Hall 
and also The Charity Race Night.  If you can’t make the Race Night, then you can donate via 
Just Giving (address on the poster) or telephone Amanda Cox (Number on the Poster).  
 

   
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Marshall-Cox or call Amanda Cox on 07887 376 824 
 

 


