
 

 

Branch 519 Rushden & 
District 

 
www.facebook.com/rafarushden 
www.rafa.org.uk/rushden  

 

1 

September 2019 
Dear Members and Friends,  
 
Well, the holiday seasons over now and the children are back at school, and so we’ll soon been 
talking about Christmas!! Before then we have a number of events lined up for your edification. 
The most immediate one being our band concert, the details of which are below. If you are 
reading this after the 12

th
 then you’ve missed it; but if you’re reading it before then you still have 

time to get along and enjoy it. Don’t worry too much if you haven’t bought your ticket, you can 
get one on the door. We have a very professional band this time and at £10 a ticket it’s a snip. 
We look forward to seeing you there, if not at one of our other events, again all the details of 
which are below. 
See you soon, 
 
Kind Regards  
 
Bernard Lines Chairman 
 

Band Concert – 12
th

 September – Park Road Baptist Church  
 
Tickets are still available for this event which is in Aid 
of the Wings Appeal, and can be purchased from 
Osborne’s Toys, R J Smith, PW House and Net 
Affair in Rushden. Sidey Design – Higham Ferrers 
Market and The Salvation Army Charity shop in 
Irthlingborough, or directly from Jim Doran, the 
Branch Secretary at 11 Saxonlea Close, Rushden 
NN10 6BF – telephone 07747 464 122 - Tel 01933 317 
357 or email secretary@rafarushden.org.uk. 
 
 

 
All Meetings at Rushden Town Bowls Club 144 Northampton Road, Rushden NN10 6AN: 
1930hrs on the 3

rd
 Tuesday of every month unless otherwise stated  

 

Day/Month Meeting or Social Event/Visit 

17th Sept Speaker Meeting Alan Palmer 
The BERLIN AIRLIFT  

28th Sept 
 

508 RAFA Kettering Branch Band Concert  
RAF Wyton Band + Military Wives Choir. 
Contact Rushden Branch Secretary for details 

15th Oct Business/Speaker Meeting – Bernard Lines 
The Food Packaging Industry and what the Labels mean  

19th Nov Business/Speaker Meeting – Jonathan Cook 
AGE UK  

17th Dec Christmas Social 
 

 

mailto:secretary@rafarushden.org.uk
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The RAFA Kettering Branch will be hosting Coffee, Cake and Chat sessions which are 
held at St. Andrews Church Rooms (opposite Sainsbury’s), Kettering – cost £2.50 per 
head, between 2 – 4pm. Dates are as follows: 
 

 Saturday 26th October 

 
Who’s who: 
 

Newsletter Editor  Richard Cook  Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
                         Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  

President   Mr. Kenneth Edwards 
Vice-President  Mr. Paul O’Dell 
 
Chairman/Treasurer             Bernard Lines  Tel: 01933 316270 
                                                                        Email: chairman@rafarushden.org.uk 
Secretary   Jim Doran  Mob 07747 464 122 - Tel 01933 317 357 
                                                                       Email: secretary@rafarushden.org.uk  
 

Welfare Officer  Paul Laflin       Tel 01933 395 101 
 

Membership Secretary & Richard &       Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 
Assistant                         Pauline Cook. Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Media Representative Marion Vine Mob: 07754 689001 Email: vine66@sky.com 
 
Chaplain         Rev. Rachel Hawkins St. Peters Church, Rushden 
Assistant Chaplain   Pauline Cook Tel. Mob: 07871 923337 

Email:  richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Standard Bearer &  Mike Read    Tel: 01933 357304 
Deputy   Dick Wilmot  Tel: 01933 651997 
 

Summary of Speaker – Steve Dimmer – WW2 Propaganda – 16th July 

 
What an interesting and enjoyable evening we had with Steve 
which brought back memories for some and made us laugh at 
various points. 
 
WW2 Propaganda was a way of spreading ideas and influencing 
people. It played an important part in shaping public opinion, and 
was used to raise the morale of people at home and the forces 
fighting abroad, and to make the enemy seem more brutal. 

 

The handling of propaganda was controlled by The Ministry of Information 
(MOI), and headed up by a Minister of Information. The MOI was Located 
in Senate House at the University of London. It looked more like an 
American sky-scraper. 
 

Obviously, in trying to get the message over, the 
Ministry used a lot of comedy and humour and 
Steve gave many examples including some 
video clips. One of the most famous posters 
used and easily recognised, but was never used 
is the one that says Keep Calm and Carry On. 

mailto:vine66@sky.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senate_House_(University_of_London)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_London
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Of course many posters were designed to cause the public to laugh at Hitler as ‘Let’s catch him 
with his Panzers down’. Also at this time James Dyrenforth and Max Kester teamed up with 
Norman Mansbridge to write and illustrate their version of Alice in Wonderland with a twist 
illustrating Hitler as the insignificant in subordinate. 
Of course all media and news was controlled by the MOI, and much was 
made of the media in cinemas. One such Pathe Gazette newsreels 
interpreted a well-loved song of the time; ‘Doing Lambeth Walk’ into a 
comic interpretation involving Hitler and his review of his troops in 
Nuremberg and called it ‘Hoch Der Lambeth Walk Aka Hoch Der Lambeth 
Valk’ made in (1941). These Newsreels were shown in cinemas during 
the interlude periods. You can watch this for yourself by going to the 
following link on your computer. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMs0qlMyNeg 
 
Other famous comedians that took the micky out of Hitler were the Walters sisters the daughters 
of Horace Jack Warner who often entertained folks in the underground shelters with comic lined 
songs, and the likes of Will Hay a slap-stick comedian often portrayed incompetent authority 
figures. Then there was George Formby who worked extensively for the Entertainments 
National Service Association (ENSA), and entertained civilians and troops with his funny songs 
like ‘Our Sargeant Major’ (YouTube clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDIb9OBRCcw).  
 
Steve then talked about some examples of propaganda posters, some designed to entertain 
people, others to get across the importance of being vigilant when in public and what you said, 
to promoting food and health 
h preservation, like the following:   

 
 
In additon to the poster proagande, there was also a cartoon campaign like 
Walt Disney’s Donald Duck and ‘The Fuehere’s Face’ - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzH1iaKVsBM, and Will Hay and ‘The 
Goose Steps Out’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omwVM1OYBB8. 
On the comedy scene the time was other now famous like Dora Bryan, 
Nicholas Parsons, Charlie Chester, John Pertree and Jack Warner and 
many others. One of the famous BBC Radio shows of the time was the ‘It's 
That Man Again (ITMA) which was comedy programme which ran from 1939 
to 1949. It was written by Ted Kavanagh and starred Tommy Handley in 
comic situations often related to current war news.  
 
Steve finished the evening by showing Charlie Chaplin’s, ‘The Ballet of the Globe’, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJOuoyoMhj8. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMs0qlMyNeg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entertainments_National_Service_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entertainments_National_Service_Association
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDIb9OBRCcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzH1iaKVsBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omwVM1OYBB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJOuoyoMhj8
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Visit to the National Memorial Arboretum – 15th August  
 

Unfortunately, this visit had to be cancelled due lack of interest. 
However, the Royal British Legion, Rushden Branch Committee 
extended a very kind invitation to the Branch, that if any members 
wanted to join them for the day, they were welcome to reserve tickets 
as they were laying on a Coach. The cost for the day was £13 per 
person.    
 
A small group from the Branch did take-up the offer and enjoyed their 
day. 
 

This was in fact a special day to commemorate VJ Day. The Japanese finally surrendered on 
14

th
 August 1945 following the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 

next day, Wednesday 15
th
 August 1945 was celebrated as VJ (Victory over Japan) Day.  

 
The Service of Remembrance and Commemoration was held at 12 noon, followed by a parade 
to the Malayan Volunteer Forces plot for a wreath laying ceremony. The day was well attended 
by members from all branches of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces, retired and active. 
 
 

Speaker Meeting – 20th August - Horse Racing at Weatherby’s – Adrian 
McGlynn 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Weathersby’s - Horseracing 

We were privileged to have with us Adrian McGlynn, the Company Secretary of Weatherby’s, 
who is responsible for the company’s legal and corporate governance matters. He joined 
company 1994. 
 
Horses have raced in Britain for hundreds of years, but it wasn’t until the second half of the 18th 
century that the sport began to be properly organised and regulated, and the formation of the 
Jockey Club was founded, rulebooks were written and the Classic races were first run. 
In 1770, in the midst of all this activity, James Weathersby (a Northumbrian lawyer) was 
appointed as Secretary to the Jockey Club, Keeper of the Match Book and Stakeholder, thereby 
placing him at the very heart of the development of the sport. Weatherby, as a firm, has 
continued in that role ever since.  
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In 1791, James Weatherby published the first volume of the General Stud Book, the original and 
authoritative register of the worldwide thoroughbred breed, which has remained in the 
company’s care ever since.  
 
At the heart of the industry from the outset, today Weatherby’s administers racing under 
contract from the governing British Horseracing Authority, as well continuing their role of 
registering all thoroughbred horses in Britain and Ireland within The General Stud Book.  
 
Alongside these core responsibilities, the company also provides many different services to 
racecourses, owners, trainers, breeders and others interested in the sport. 
 
In Ireland, they have one of Europe’s premier DNA and genomic testing laboratories, offering a 
range of tests to multiple animal species.  
 
They also have created Weatherby’s Bank, offering everything expected from a modern 
financial services company but always delivered with the personal care and attention to detail 
that is the hallmark of a traditional family firm. They remain privately owned and have enjoyed 
direct involvement from seven generations of the Weatherby family. 
 

Our reputation means everything. Integrity, reliability and 
accuracy are the company’s watchwords, and they 
monitor their performance constantly to ensure that they 
deliver the highest levels of customer service.  
 

As well as the company’s history, Adrian spoke of the 
history of horses from their origin from around 45-55 
million years from a small multi-toed creature, Eohippus, 
into the large, single-toed animal of today. Humans 

began domesticating horses around 4000 BC, and their domestication is believed to have been 
widespread by 3000 BC. Their average lifespan is between 25 and 30 years, reaching full adult 
development by the age five. 

Horse racing is possibly one of the oldest sports in the UK, with recorded races dating back to 
around the 12

th
 century. English knights returned from the crusades, bringing with them noble 

Arab horses to breed with domesticated English horses. The result of this breeding was the 
thoroughbred, which is the horse still used in racing to this day. 
 
Horse racing began under the reign of Charles II and became a professional sport in the early 
years of the 18

th
 century, when Queen Anne opened several racecourses, including Ascot. 

 
Today, horse racing is the second most-watched televised sport in the UK after football. With 
history as a professional sport in the UK dating back more than three centuries so far, it would 
seem that the popularity of horse racing is still not waning. 
 
Adrian then spoke about horse names and racing colours. The naming of horses can be the 
most enjoyable, yet one of the most difficult decisions owners or breeders may have to do. The 
reason for this is that no two race horses can have the same name, and for this reason, there 
are strict list of rules that have to be followed. Weatherby’s are responsible for the registering of 
horse names both in Great Britain and Ireland and most applications are processed and 
completed within one working day. 
 
Your name choice can be up to 18 characters, including spaces. All names are registered 
subject to approval by the British Horseracing Authority (BHA). There are approximately 3,000 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eohippus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestication_of_the_horse
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names which are internationally protected, which means they can never be reused; Frankel is a 
prime example. There are also around 250,000 names on the current register.  
  
In terms of racing Colours, one of the privileges of racehorse ownership is designing the racing 
colours, sometimes referred to as 'silks', and then seeing them worn by the jockey on your 
horse. You do not need to be a registered owner under the Rules of Racing in order to register 
colours, but no two sets of colours can be exactly the same. 
 
This was a very interesting evening, which gave us all an insight into the Racing profession, and 
hopefully Adrian will be invited back again to share further insights.  
 

Pause for Thought 
 

‘Words that Help and Heal’ 
 
How quick the time goes by – it doesn’t seem that 
long ago since the last newsletter was on its way out, 
and I find myself once again thinking about another 
Pause for Thought. The summer has passed by so 
swiftly, and already the children will in the next 
couple of weeks be going back to school, some 
facing that next step in their education of moving 
from primary school to seniors, and the summer has 
brought with it this year daily changes in weather 
forecast, from one extreme to the other. 
 
I don’t know what you did during the summer, maybe 
that annual holiday, time spent in the garden, days 
out or maybe you haven’t been able to get out 
because of health reasons. How very different and 
variant our lives are. 

 
Some of you, like myself may have been looking after grandchildren, whilst their parents have had to 
go to work. It’s been hard work but pleasurable and on some days, we’ve gone out, and on others 
we’ve played traditional board games, and when we’ve not been doing things together, their on their 
phones, ipads or tablets. One of the most popular games we’ve played has been scrabble. It was 
enjoyable, testing the brain cells, sometimes having to dig very deep, and of course even better 
when Nanny won! But we did have such fun together, and it also prompted communication with 
each other. How words have changed their meaning over the years, but words still fascinate me. For 
instance, putting them together to write a story for someone to enjoy, or like poetry which gives 
others joy. 
 
In the book of Psalms in the Bible, there is a verse which says: ‘let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer’ (Psalm 
19 verse 14). I hope and pray that the words I speak and write are helpful encouragement and bring 
comfort when needed. We need to watch what words we use, so our words don’t hurt or offend, but 
are acceptable to God. 
 
Pauline Cook 
Asst. Chaplain 
 


